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Harvest Hymn 
1932 

Modern Era (1900-present) 
Print lesson packet for your children before the live 
lesson. Many families find keeping a SQUILT binder 
is a helpful way to organize our materials. There is 
something for all ages - decide which will be 
appropriate for your child to complete and print. 

Harvest Hymn 
 Listening Links 
Harvest Hymn for Orchestra 

Harvest Hymn for Piano 
Harvest Hymn for Winds & Brass 
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https://vimeo.com/user55471991/review/296199780/e4ac91704e
https://vimeo.com/296230340
https://vimeo.com/user55471991/review/296232066/be66259f07


About Percy 
Grainger and 
Harvest Hymn: 

Grainger was born in Brighton, 
Australia in 1882. By the time 
he was 10 years old he was 
playing the piano in public. He 
was educated at home by his 
mother.  

He moved to England and 
evenutally to New York City, 

where he settled in 1914. Along the way he developed an 
interest in folk music collecting, and was good friends with 
Edvard Grieg (In The Hall of the Mountain King) , who was 
impressed with his talent and encouraged his collection of 
folk melodies. 

Many people say he was a narcisisstic eccentric with an 
extremely dark side to his personality - something for us to 
keep in mind as we listen to his music  

He produced over 1,200 musical works and arrangements. 
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Percy Grainger began writing Harvest Hymn in 1905, but 
didn’t finish it until 1932. The music features broad melody 
lines, with long phrases and a lyrical style.  

He wrote this piece for - and pioneered - ELASTIC 
SCORING. 

This technique involves making extra and/or interchangeable 
musical parts which provide substitutions for more or fewer 
musicians depending on what is required for an individual 
performance. This also allows a musical work to be played in 
smaller groups where the required instruments may not 
always be available, making it a great option for community 
bands and orchestras. 

____________________________________________________ 
 

 

“All my life, I have been sickened by 
everything connected with meat-, 

fish-, and poultry -eating. As a child, I saw apparently nice, 
kind people wring the necks of fowls, and I thought it foul; 
and I wondered if I could ever exert any influence to help 

bring such unworthiness to an end.” 

SQUILT Music Appreciation

Percy Grainger



Checklist: 
Harvest Hymn was scored for instrumental 
ensemble, and then additional arrangements were 

created. It is an example of ELASTIC SCORING.  

It features two very simple, lyrical MELODIES, and 
the FORM is ABA 

Harvest Hymn consists of long PHRASES (musical 
sentences) and many changes in DYNAMICS. 

 

We will listen to three different scorings of this 
piece. 

 The hymn sounds WARM because of rich and 
stately chords that accompany the melody. 

This is Grainger’s only use of the word “Hymn” in 
a title. 
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Elastic Scoring 
What instruments do you hear in each version presented?  

Version 1: 
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  Elastic Scoring 

What instruments do you hear in each version presented?  

Version 2: 
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  Elastic Scoring 

What instruments do you hear in each version presented?  

Version 3: 
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Instrument Word Bank 
Use these words if you get stuck… these are just a few 
to choose from… there could be others not listed here. 

 Strings:      Woodwinds: 

 Violin      Clarinet 
 Viola      Flute 
 Cello      Piccolo 
 Double Bass     Oboe 
 Harp      Bassoon 
        Bass Clarinet 
        English Horn 

 Brass:      Percussion: 

 Trumpet      Timpani 
 Tuba      Bells 
 Trombone     Piano 
 French Horn     Cymbals 
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Draw What You Hear 

    

 

Harvest Hymn 
by Percy Grainger 
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