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Für Elise 
(By Ludwig van Beethoven, 1810) 

Classical Era (1750-1820) 

Instructions: 

Print whatever sheets you feel your children will use 
during the lesson. (I go over the background 
material through a slide share)  

They will definitely be using the checklist and form 
cards. The piano coloring and Draw What You Hear 
are optional for printing, but might be good to have 
on hand. 

Listening Link: 

Für Elise (form video) 
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https://vimeo.com/289976197/327da7c44c


The Story of Für Elise 
The story of the origin of Für Elise has been debated over 
the years. The piece was written by Beethoven in 1810, 
but not discovered until 1867, 40 years AFTER his death.  

The scholar who found the music, Ludwig Nohl, is thought 
to have mistakenly transcribed the title - it was actually 
called “Für Therese” - Therese was a student of 
Beethoven’s whom he loved very much. He even 

proposed to her in 1810 and she 
turned Beethoven down. 

At the time of the writing of “Für 
Elise” Beethoven was aware that 
he was losing his hearing. He 
played less in public then, but 
continued composing new works.  
 

Through a piece like“Für Elise” he proved that even a 
simple piano composition could contain a tremendous 
amount of emotion - as much as any other art form. 
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Checklist: 
Written for SOLO (one) piano  

Simple RONDO Form (one theme - the “A” 
theme keeps coming back after other lesser 

themes have been presented) 

Also known as BAGATELLE #25 in A Minor - a 
bagatelle is a short piece of music for the piano 
with a light character 

 

This piece is characteristic of the Classical Era - 
there is a strict form to the piece. 

 Beethoven was born in Bonn, Germany and lived 
most of his life in Austria. 

He lived a tumultous life and was completely deaf 
when he died - in 1827. He is one of the most 

famous composers of all time. 
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Main Theme & Rondo Form 
Für Elise contains one of the most recognizable THEMES 
in all of music. Chances are you have heard it before. This 
theme, along with Beethoven’s Symphony #5 and Ode to 
Joy are some of the most famous of all time. The form of 
the piece is ABACA - this form, where the A alternates 

with new themes, is called a RONDO. 
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Cut apart theme cards for lesson. 
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Draw What You Hear 

    

 

Für Elise 
by Ludwig van Beethoven 
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