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Before the Lesson: 
READ CAREFULLY! 

• Print this Lesson Packet (at least the parts you feel your 
children will use during the live lesson). The 
biographical information about Ravel is the same as in 
our first Mother Goose Suite lesson. 

• Listen to this synopsis of Laideronnette from 
Interlochen Public Radio. This fairytale is not from 
Charles Perrault - it is a fairytale from the Orient. 

• Listen to (and watch the animation for) the entire 
Mother Goose Suite. 

• Today we will be listening to an orchestrated version of 
this piece - we will be going over the SQUILT 4 box 
sheet in depth. I have included an “answer key” at the 
end of this packet for that notebooking sheet. This can 
be used to guide your children’s answer - do not show 
them this sheet until they have attempted the 
listening on their own. 
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https://www.interlochenpublicradio.org/post/kids-commute-mother-goose-week-tuesday
http://www.scottbrothersduo.com/ravelmothergoose.htm


Maurice Ravel 
(1875-1937) 

Joseph-Maurice Ravel was a French 
composer best known for his piece Bolero 
(1928), which he considered a trivial piece 
of music. It is probably one of the most 
famous pieces in the world today.  

He was expelled from the Conservatoire 
de Paris because he could not meet their 

competitive requirements, and would continue to have trouble with 
critics. 

Ravel became friends with Claude Debussy and they often compared 
works. But fans of each composer began feuding, so they decided it was 
best to stop seeing each other. 

Although he had none of his own, Ravel loved children. Throughout his 
life, he kept his ability to see the world through a child’s eyes, and he 
never outgrew his passion for creating elaborate toys and reading fairy 
tales aloud.  

 In 1928, he made a four month tour to America, where he met and 
became friends with George Gershwin. Critics in America were much 
more receptive of Ravel's work and boosted him to international acclaim.  

He died in France in 1937 after an experimental brain surgery. 
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Laideronnette 
A pagoda is a Chinese figurine with a grotesque face and 

a movable head (a popular decorating accessory in 18th-

century France). In the story, Laideronnette is a Chinese 

princess who has been cursed with horrible ugliness and 

wanders for years with 

her only companion, an 

e q u a l l y u g l y g r e e n 

s e r p e n t . T h e y a r e 

shipwrecked in the island 

of the pagodas and the 

little porcelain people 

take her as their queen. 

Eventually, she marries 

the serpent and they are both transformed into a beautiful 

princess and handsome prince. Ravel's use of pentatonic 

melodies and his Gamelan-like piano writing give this 

movement a quasi-Oriental feel. 
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Listening Links: 

Entire Mother Goose Suite for 2 pianos/4 hands 

Laideronnette - Empress of the Pagodas (piano duet) 

Laideronnette - Empress of the Pagodas (orchestra) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78Q1fPlraKw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk4EKnRfmGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=COSKRRojACE


Pentatonic 
SCALE 

The Pentatonic Scale is the 5 note scale. 

The Pentatonic Scale of the five black keys is what much of the 
music from the Orient is based on.  There are different types of 
Pentatonic Scales. The most common to help illustrate this for 

children are the 5 black keys on the piano.  

If you play the five black keys on a piano in any order it will sound 
good together. Try it!  Improvise using the five black keys and it 

will always sound good.  

Most Chinese music uses a Pentatonic Scale. The notes of this 
scale are: 

gōng    
shāng   
jué    
zhǐ     
yǔ    
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Draw What 
You Hear 

Little Ugly Girl, Empress of the Pagoda from 
Mother Goose Suite by Maurice Ravel 
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SQUILT 
Super Quiet Uninterrupted Listening time 

Little Ugly Girl, Empress of the Pagoda from Mother Goose Suite 
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Dynamics 
(louds & softs in music)

Rhythm/Tempo 
(patterns of sound and speed of the beat) 

Instrumentation 
(instruments used?) 

Mood 
(How does it make you feel?) 
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Pa
go

da
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Cherry  
Blossom



SQUILT 
(answer key) 

Little Ugly Girl, Empress of the Pagoda from Mother Goose Suite 
(the following “answers” are simply a guide to help start discussion and listening with 

your child. ) 
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Dynamics 
(louds & softs in music) 

Dynamics range from pp (pianissimo) to ff 
(fortissimo) .  At times it gets gradually 

louder (crescendo) and gradually softer 
(decrescendo).

Rhythm/Tempo 
(patterns of sound and speed of the beat) 

There are many patterns in this (rhythm), with 
the general TEMPO (steady beat/speed of 

the music) being ALLEGRO.  Allegro means 
at a brisk tempo. 

Instrumentation 
(instruments used?) 

harp                         clarinet 
flute                          bassoon 
piccolo                     piano 
violin                        cymbals 
oboe 
English horn 
viola                       *All 4 famlies of the orch. 
marimba                 are heard!  Strings, 
cello                         Woodwinds, Brass, & 
double bass           Percussion 
French horn 

Mood 
(How does it make you feel?) 

This is up to each student! 



Checklist 
 

Maurice Ravel was a French composer of the Modern 
Era. He was also a master ORCHESTRATOR. 

Today’s piece, Laideronnette - Empress of the Pagoda - 
utilizes the Pentatonic Scale. 

Pentatonic means a FIVE NOTE scale. 
 
The Mother Goose Suite was originally written as a piano 
duet, and a few years later Ravel scored it for orchestra,     
which we listened to today. 

ALLEGRO means at a brisk tempo. 

C R E S C E N D O m e a n s g e t t i n g l o u d e r a n d 
DESCRESCENDO means getting softer 

The five black keys on the piano demonstrate the 
Pentatonic Scale. 

Ravel paved the way for more Modern Era music… you 
can hear much of his influence in popular music today. 
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Laideronnette - Empress of the Pagodas 
Quiz 

1. Maurice Ravel was a master orchestrator. 

 a.  true 
 b. false 

2.  Ravel’s can be put in the same category with  

 a. Beethoven 
 b. Mozart 
 c. Debussy 
 d. Gershwin 

3.  A Pentatonic Scale has ______________ notes. 
 a.five 
 b. four 
 c. six 
 d. seven 

4.  Ravel’s use of the Pentatonic Scale gave today’s piece a 
________ sound. 

 a. Oriental 
 b. Jazzy 
 c. Classical 
 d. Jamaican 
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5.  Ravel wrote Mother Goose Suite because _________________. 

 a.  he was remembering childhood fondly 
 b.  he loved children 
 c.  he loved fairytales 
 d. all of the above 

6.  Which version of this piece did you enjoy better? 

 a. piano duet 
 b. orchestra 
  

7.  Which families of instruments did you hear in the 
orchestrated version today? 

 a. strings 
 b. woodwinds 
 c. brass 
 d. all 4 families 
  
8. There is a wide range of dynamics in today’s piece. 

 a. true 
 b. false 
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9.  Which family of instruments do the cymbals belong to? 
 a. Strings 
 b. Woodwinds 
 c. Brass 
 d. Percussion 

10.  To make up as you go along is to _________________. 

 a. compose 
 b. chuckle 
 c. improvise 
 d. jog 
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Answers: 
1. a 
2. c 
3. a 
4. a 
5. d 
6. opinion 
7. d 
8. a 
9. d 
10. c
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