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Before the Lesson 

• Print this Lesson Packet 
• Print the SQUILT Guide to the Classical Era 

(download here) 
• If you have time, read this free book online - 

Beethoven: The Story of a Little Boy Who Was 
Forced to Practice 

• Watch on Amazon Prime: Beethoven Lives 
Upstairs 

After the Lesson 

• Listening Link for Movement 1 
• Listening link for the entire concerto (The entire 

concerto is beautiful - especially mvmt 2!) 
• For further study: SQUILT Volume 2: Classical Era 

(20% member discount automatically applies) 

Homegrown Learners, LLC

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1596/9559/files/squiltclassicalguide.pdf?479
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/34737
https://www.amazon.com/Beethoven-Lives-Upstairs-Neil-Munro/dp/B000REQT3G
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgsHEd5S-6Q&t=124s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qr6jFqMx0fA
https://www.squiltmusic.com/products/volume-2-classical-era


Ludwig  
van 

Beethoven 
(1770-1827) 

Beethoven grew up in Bonn, Germany 
in a very unhappy home. He was 
forced to practice the piano by his 
father, an abusive alcoholic who would 
punish him mercilessly when he made 

mistakes. By the time he was twelve, he was earning a living for 
his family by playing organ and composing. He was eventually 
known as the greatest pianist of his time.  

One of Beethoven's favorite foods was macaroni and cheese. 
He also loved strong coffee - exactly 60 coffee beans to one 
cup. 

Beethoven never married even though he proposed to plenty of 
women who rejected him (he wasn't very attractive and he had a 
rather nasty temper). Yet in spite of his unpleasant personality, 
Beethoven is best defined by his music. 

His first two symphonies are very much in the same style and 
form as those of composers that came before him, most 
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notably Franz Joseph Haydn, his teacher. But Beethoven's 
writing--as seen in his third symphony--had developed beyond 
that of his teacher. Named Eroica, his Third Symphony was so 
different from the ones that had come before that it changed 
music forever. Its originality and innovation even inspired others 
to change the way that they composed. It was originally 
dedicated to Napoleon Bonaparte. But when Beethoven heard 
that Napoleon had proclaimed himself Emperor, he went into a 
rage and destroyed the title page. 

Although Beethoven gradually lost his hearing, he continued 
composing.  He composed many of the most famous musical 
works of all time, such as his Ninth Symphony, after he had 
become totally deaf. 

(via Dallas Symphony Orchestra) 

Beethoven monument in Bonn, Germany 
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What is a CONCERTO? 

A concerto is a musical composition usually 
composed in three parts or movements, in 

whichone solo instrument (in this case, a piano) is 
accompanied by an orchestra. 

  
The solo instrument is in a kind of conversation with the orchestra. It 
is conversation that alternates between independence, friendliness 
or an argument, but it all works together to create a beautiful piece 
of music. 

Traditionally the concerto was written 
in 3 parts or movements, usually 
alternating fast-slow-fast - and allows 
the soloist to display their range of 
skills 

C o n c e r t o s a r e p o p u l a r w i t h 
audiences because they usually 
involve a famous soloist. 
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The “Emperor”  
Piano Concerto 

(We will be listening to part of Movement I - Allegro.) 

• composed in 1809-1811 (late Romantic Era) 

• Beethoven wrote FIVE concertos - the Emperor was the 
last of them. 

• In 1809 Austria was at war with France for the fourth 
time in eighteen years. In May, one month after 
hostilities began, Napoleon was in the suburbs of 
Vienna. The French artillery began its terrifying assault. 
On the worst night of all, May 11, Beethoven hidrin the 
cellar of the house of his brother Caspar. Once there, 
he covered his head with pillows, hoping to protect the 
remaining shreds of his hearing. He wrote:  
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“The whole course of events has 
affected my body and soul. What a 
disturbing, wild life around me; 

nothing but drums, cannons, men, 
misery of all sorts."



• The title “Emperor” was added by a publisher after 
Beethoven died - it isn’t likely he would have 
approved! 

• The concerto was ahead of its time and can be called 
the last great concerto of the Classical Era - or the first  
great concerto of the Romantic Era. 

• It showcases the pianist’s skills and has a WIDE 
dynamic range! 

• Beethoven wrote out the solo passages (the 
CADENZAS), which up until this point had been 
improvised by soloists in earlier concertos. 

Main theme of Movement I - Allegro 
  

On the following page, think of adjectives to 
describe the music as we listen. The adjectives 

should start with the letters that spell “CONCERTO”. 
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C _____________________ 

O _____________________ 

N _____________________ 

C _____________________ 

E _____________________ 

R _____________________ 

T _____________________ 

O _____________________ 
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Coloring Page 
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Draw What You Hear 
Emperor Piano Concerto by Ludwig van Beethoven 
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SQUILT 
Super Quiet Uninterrupted Listening time 

“Emperor” Piano Concerto by Ludwig van Beethoven 
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Dynamics 
(louds & softs in music)

Rhythm/Tempo 
(patterns of sound and speed of the beat) 

Instrumentation 
(instruments used?) 

Mood 
(How does it make you feel?) 



Checklist 
Beethoven was one of the most famous composers of the 
Classical Era - even pushing the boundaries into the 
Romantic Era. He was born in Germany. 

Beethoven had a very hard childhood. He was earning a 
living for his family by composing and playing music by the    

 time he was 12 years old. 

A CONCERTO is a work for solo instrument and orchestra. It 
displays the virutosity of the soloist. 

Beethoven wrote FIVE piano concertos. 

The Classical Era of music was from 1750-1820. 
 

Beethoven’s early music sounded much like Haydn’s, 
because Haydn was his teacher. 

The piano is part of the PERCUSSION family. 
 

A CADENZA is a solo part in a concerto - Beethoven wrote 
out the cadenzas rather than having the performer improvise 

them. 
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“Emperor” Piano Concerto 
Quiz 

1. Beethoven created a bridge between which two eras?    
 a. Baroque and Classical 
 b. Classical and Romantic 
 c. Romantic and Modern 

2.   How many piano concertos did Beethoven compose? 
 a. 1 
 b. 4 
 c. 5 
 d. 12 

3.   A concerto is a piece of music written for ___________ and orchestra. 
 a. percussion 
 b. a solo instrument 
 c. a conductor 
 d. musicians 

4.  What is the tempo of the movement we listened to today? 
 a. Allegro 
 b. Andante 
 c. Presto 
 d. Moderato 

5.  How many movements are usually in a concerto? 
 a. 1 
 b. 2 
 c. 3 
 d. 4 
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6.  The Emperor Piano Concerto had a wide range of: 
 a. conductors 
 b. soloists 
 c. dynamics 
 d. percussionists 

7.  Was Beethoven early or late Classical Era? 
 a. early 
 b. late 

8. Beethoven was a very kind person and everyone loved him. 
 a. true 
 b. false 

9. In a concerto, the solo instrument has a kind of _________ with the 
orchestra. 
 a. fight 
 b. joyful interaction 
 c. sad encounter 
 d. conversation 
 

10.  When did the Classical Era end? 
 a. 1900 
 b. 1847 
 c. 1820 
 d. 1750 
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Answers: 

1. b 
2. c 
3. b 
4. a 
5. c 
6. c 
7. b 
8. a 
9. d 
10. c 
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