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Before the Lesson: 

• Print the Draw What You Hear Sheets - your child 
can choose which one they would like to use.  

• Have crayons or colored pencils available for 
drawing. 

• Some parents like to provide an “incentive” for 
listening - maybe a special snack, lollipop, or other 
treat to keep kids interested.  

• This particular piece is 5 minutes long and I am going to 
encourage CAREFUL listening for three particular 
instruments. Prepare your children by going over the habit 
of attention through thoughtful listening!  There is not a 
listening map for this piece. The children will be drawing 
in their lesson this week. 

Lesson Objectives: 
1. Learn about Bach and his Brandenburg Concertos 
2. Place Bach in the BAROQUE Era. 
3. Analyze the INSTRUMENTATION of this concerto. 

Become familiar with the HARPSICHORD.  
4. Define CONCERTO. 
5. Recognize the sound of a CHAMBER ORCHESTRA. 
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Johann Sebastian Bach 

(1685-1750) 

“Bach was born in Eisenach in 1685” 

Bach was an orphan by the age of 10. His older brother Johann 
Christoph took him in. Christoph was a musician and had 
studied organ with Johann Pachelbel (of Canon in D, which you 
have probably heard at a wedding). Young Johann Sebastian 
longed to study the music that had been given to his brother by 
Pachelbel. J.C. kept the score locked away. At night, J.S. would 
sneak out the manuscript and copy it by moonlight. 

Bach was the father of 20 children. He was married twice. He 
and his first wife, Maria Barbara, had seven children. He had 
thirteen children with his second wife, Anna Magdalena. 

Bach never left his little corner of Germany. When he died, it 
seemed that most of his music died with him. Little had been 
published during his life. It was not until 1829 when Felix 
Mendelssohn arranged for Bach’s St.Matthew Passion to be 
performed in Berlin. Audiences were blown away and a Bach 
revival began. Now, he is one of the most celebrated composers 
in history. 
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Bach & The Brandenburg 
Concertos 

 

In 1721 Johann Sebastian Bach presented the Margrave of 
Brandenburg with a bound manuscript containing six lively 
concertos for chamber orchestra. 

The Margrave never thanked Bach for his work--or paid him. 
There's no way he could have known that this gift--later 
named the Brandenburg Concertos--would become a staple 
of Baroque music and still have the power to move people 
almost three centuries later. 

Each of the six concertos requires a different combination of 
instruments as well as some highly skilled soloists. In 
Concerto No. 5 he had a real inspiration. He made use of 
the harpsichord, gave it a flashy part, and in the process, 
invented the modern keyboard concerto. The writing is so 
advanced and so intricate for its time that scholars assume 
the Fifth Concerto is actually the last Brandenburg Concerto 
Bach he wrote. 

The third movement of this concerto is a lively dance - or a 
GIGUE.  Imagine people dancing to this music - which they 
certainly did in Bach’s day! 
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CONCERTO: 

CONCERTO:  a musical composition for a solo (one) 
instrument or instruments accompanied by an orchestra, 
usually on a large and grand scale 

In Bach’s Fifth Brandenburg Concerto he used a chamber 
orchestra and also the violin, flute, and harpsichord 
soloists. We will be focusing on those solo instruments. 

This is a snapshot of the music (the “score”) — notice the 
violin comes in first, the followed by the flute… A score 
for a Brandenburg concerto is VERY complicated. Do 
you see there are EIGHT parts at one time? 
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Guide to the SQUILT 
Sheet: 

(Complete this sheet as an additional activity 
outside of our LIVE! lesson) 

Dynamics: The dynamics are restrained in the 
Baroque era - have your children tell if you think they 
are loud (forte), soft (piano) or in-between. They can 
write in the box or draw pictures. 

Rhythm/Tempo:  This piece is a dance - a GIGUE. The 
rhythm is lively!  The tempo of the piece is in its title 
Allegro, which means a brisk tempo. 

Instrumentation:  The piece contains strings - and also 
flute, violin, and harpsichord soloists. 

Mood:  This is completely up to the child! 
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SQUILT 
Super Quiet UnInterrupted Listening Time

Title: Brandenburg Concerto #5-Allegro 

Composer: Johann Sebastian Bach 

Dynamics 
(Louds and Softs in Music) 

Rhythm/Tempo 
(Patterns of Sound &  
Speed of the Beat) 

Instrumentation 
(What instruments do you hear?  

Which families?) 

Mood 
(How does the music make you feel?)
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Brandenburg Concerto #5-Allegro 
Draw What You Hear 
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For More Study: 

Learning About JS Bach is an interesting and memorable 
biographical study for children. I encourage you to read to 

your children about him: 

Sebastian Bach, the Boy from Thuringia (my 
personal favorite!) 

Becoming Bach 

Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Composers - 
JS Bach 

Famous Children: Bach 

Don’t forget the JS Bach 
SQUILT Composer 

Spotlight! 
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http://amzn.to/2zdJp5M
http://amzn.to/2ycqlF6
http://amzn.to/2zOIt3Y
http://amzn.to/2idYdX4
https://store.squiltmusic.com/collections/composer/products/squilt-spotlight-bach


Videos to Watch: 

Classics for Kids - JS Bach 

Stories of Great Composers - JS Bach 

Bach - Living History 

More Music: 

The Best of Bach 

Toccata & Fugue in D minor 

Agnus Dei 

Homegrown Learners, LLC

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RriQoLLjeSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAiAM_oHeyg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P45Y0eXm4JA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JQm5aSjX6g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipzR9bhei_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdLCcQixNvg


 
Remember your 20% 

member discount!  
You must be logged into your 

member account, then use 
the code MEMBERS. 
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