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NOTE: 
This is the first lesson in our month of 

Baroque music. For a SQUILT guide to 

Baroque music, click here. This guide will 

be used in our Baroque lessons and will be 

helpful as you listen to Baroque music with 

your children. You may want to print this 

guide and put it in your child’s SQUILT 

notebook. 
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https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1596/9559/files/squiltbaroqueguide.pdf?4250390548652635228


Johann Sebastian Bach 

(1685-1750) 

“Bach was born in Eisenach in 1685.” 
 

Johann Sebastian Bach was born in Eisenach, Germany, where his father 

was a town musician. Bach came from a long line of composers - over 300 

years' worth of Bachs all worked as professional musicians. By the time 

Johann was 10, both his parents had died, so he was brought up by his 

older brother, who was a church organist. Johann became a very good 

organist, too.  

Johann Sebastian Bach held three major jobs in his life: first he worked for 

a duke, then for a prince, and finally, he became director of music at the 

St. Thomas Church and School in Leipzig, Germany. Even though his job in 

Leipzig kept him very busy, in his spare time, Bach conducted a group of 

musicians who liked to get together to perform at a local coffee house.  
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During his lifetime, people thought of Bach as just an ordinary working 
musician. Composers of the 18th century regarded themselves as 

craftsmen with special skills needed and valued by the community. Bach 

and his colleagues imparted their skills to their sons, just as a silversmith or 

cobbler would hand down his craft to his children. They enjoyed a 

respected, if not exalted, place in society. A composer was typically either 

a member of a noble household or in the employ of a church and chorister 

school. Virtually every ruler in Europe had some type of musical staff 
and a musical director both to oversee it and to compose new works 
for the staff to perform. 

No one really knew much about his music until 100 years after his death, 

when another composer, Felix Mendelssohn, conducted a performance of 

Bach's St. Matthew Passion.  

Bach is now seen as one of the greatest geniuses in music history. He 

wrote all kinds of music -- for organ and other keyboard instruments, 

orchestras, choirs, and concertos for many different instrumental 

combinations. 

~ excerpts from Classics for Kids 
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https://www.classicsforkids.com/composers/composer_profile.php?id=4


Badinerie 
Badinerie is from one of Bach’s Orchestral Suites. The exact occasion or 

purpose for which Bach composed the second of these suites is not known 

and is likely to remain a mystery. The lively dances and bright sound of 
the solo flute certainly suggest a happy court celebration. 

“Badinerie”—a word that Bach invented as a musical term (it means 
“banter”) describes the soloist’s cheerful chatter. The cheerful chatter in 
this piece is done mostly by the flute.  (Below is a picture of what the flute 
looked like in Baroque times:) 

This piece is in BINARY FORM - with two specific sections of the piece 
that are repeated and repeat themselves.   (A and B) 

It includes solo flute, 2 violins, viola, and basso continuo (an accompanying 
part usually played on a keyboard instrument such as harpsichord). 

This piece also contains FORTSPINNUNG which is when the same melody 
is spun throughout the piece in slightly different variations. 

We will use Bach’s Badinerie to demonstrate the concept of RHYTHM. 

Rhythm is the arrangement of musical sounds. It 
consists of patterns of sounds and silence in music. 
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Checklist 
 

The word "Baroque" is used in other art forms 
besides music: we talk about Baroque architecture,   
painting, sculpture, dance and literature. It is the  

   period from 1600-1750.  

“Baroque” is Portugese and means “oddly shaped 
pearl”. 

Three words to describe the Baroque Era are 
ornate, extravagant, and complex. 

During his lifetime, Bach was better known as an 
organist than a composer. Few of his works were     
even published during his lifetime 

Bach once spent several weeks in jail! 

Bach had TWENTY children. A few of them went 
on to become famous composers themselves. 

Badinerie is from one of Bach’s orchestral suites. He 
wrote four orchestral suites. 
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Badinerie was written in 1738-39. 

It has a light, cheerful mood and upbeat rhythms. It 
is written in 2/4 meter. 

Bach’s death in 1750 marks the END of the 
Baroque Period. 
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SQUILT 
Badinerie  

(from Orchestral Suite #2 by J.S. Bach) 
Dynamics 
(louds and softs)

Rhythm/Tempo 
(patterns of sound and speed of the beat)

Instrumentation 
(instruments used?)

Mood 
(How does it make you feel?) 
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Draw What You Hear 
Badinerie  

             (from Orchestral Suite #2 by J.S. Bach) 
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Rhythm Cards 
(Cut these cards apart and we will use them in our lesson to demonstrate 
the concept of rhythm. These rhythms can be spoken, clapped, or played 
on simple instruments to go along with the A section of Badinerie. After 
our lesson children can play them on their own - mix them up, come up 

with new words to go with the rhythms, etc… let them be creative!) 
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Circle the Correct Answer: 

1. What country was Bach from? 
  a. France 
  b. Germany 
  c. Austria 
  d. United States 

2.   During his lifetime, Bach was thought of as a(n)… 
  a. ordinary musician 
  b. sophisticated performer for dukes and princes 
  c. genius 
  d. flute player 

3.    Which composer discovered Bach’s music 100 years later? 
  a. Beethoven 
  b. Mozart 
  c. Duke Ellington 
  d. Mendlessohn 

4.  What is BINARY FORM? 
  a. music with two parts 
  b. music with three parts 
  c. music that is played while riding a bike 
  d. music that has a lively rhythm 

5.   What is the arrangement of musical sounds called? 
  a. fortspunning 
  b. rhythm 
  c. tempo 
  d. melody 
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6.  Badinerie is from one of Bach’s 
  a. oratorios 
  b. symphonies 
  c. orchestral suites 
  d. harpsichord pieces 

7.  Art, Music, Literature, & Architecture in the Baroque were ornate,    
extravagant, and complex 
  a. true 
  b. false 

8. What instrument did Bach play? 
  a. organ 
  b. harpsichord 
  c. flute 
  d. violin 

9. What marked the end of the Baroque Era in 1750? 
  a. Mozart was born 
  b. A big church in Germany burned down 
  c. J.S. Bach died 
  d. Michaelangelo was born 

10. Where might Badinerie have been played? 
  a. a lively court celebration 
  b. a funeral 
  c. a parade 
  d. on a riverboart in Germany 
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Answers: 

1.  b 
2.  a 
3.  d 
4.  a 
5.  b 
6.  c 
7.  a 
8.  a 
9.  c 
10. a 
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Listening Links: 
Use these to follow up after our lesson. Your children will 

enjoy listening to Badinerie arranged for other instruments, 
and then listening to the entire Orchestral Suite which 

Badienerie comes from. 

Badinerie (the recording we used in our lesson) 
Badinerie arranged for Solo Piano 

Badinerie arranged for Guitar 
Badinerie arranged for Trumpet 

Bach - entire Orchestral Suite #2 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyMtlvOcojU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgvcc4QF_Q8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxfEZRJapAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53j_31P2aRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w26Qkm4wbGk


 

Don’t forget to use your 
member discount. Use the 

code MEMBERS at checkout 
to receive 20% off all products. The 
J.S. Bach Spotlight and Volume 1, 
Baroque Era go nicely with this 
month’s studies! We do not duplicate 
materials studied in our live lessons, so 
a l l mater ia l f rom the store in 
supplemental. 
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