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Read Before Lesson: 
This is the second lesson in our month of Baroque music. For 

a SQUILT guide to Baroque music, click here. This guide will 

be used in our Baroque lessons and will be helpful as you 

listen to Baroque music with your children. You may want to 

print this guide and put it in your child’s SQUILT 

notebook. 

In today’s lesson we will focus on 

the elements of music - specifically 

Rhythm & Tempo and how they 

influence the Mood. We will also 

talk about the Instrumentation and 

the Dynamics. Many parents print 

the Elements of Music Posters for 

their children to reference (don’t forget your MEMBERS 

discount! 
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https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1596/9559/files/squiltbaroqueguide.pdf?4250390548652635228
https://store.squiltmusic.com/collections/specialty/products/elements-of-music-posters


George Frideric Handel 

(1685-1759) 

George Frideric Handel was born in Brandenburg, Germany, in 1685 (the 

same year as J.S. Bach).  He died, however, in London, England, in 1759. 

He is famous for his operas, oratorios, and instrumental compositions. 

He played organ and violin in various jobs in Germany in his early life. He 

went to Italy in 1706 and met many of the great Italian musicans of the 

time. The time he spent in Italy greatly influenced his musical style. 

In 1710 he journeyed to Englad to work for King George I.  With the 

exception of a view trips out of England, he would spend the rest of his life 

there and considered himself English.  He was also the director of The 
Royal Academy of Music. 
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Handel wrote many operas up until 1740, when the popularity of Italian 

Opera started to decline. He then turned to writing oratorios. 

In 1741 Handel composed his greatest work, the oratorio The Messiah. 
Handel by this time made oratorio and large-scale choral works the most 

popular musical forms in England. 

In 1749 he wrote another oratorio, King Solomon, which featured a 

musical interlude - The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba - and remains 

popular to this day. 

During his lifetime Handel’s music came to represent the English national 

character - as can be heard in Water Music and Music for the Royal 

Fireworks. 

Over 3,000 people attended his funeral. George Frideric Handel is buried 

in Westminster Abbey. 
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“Go to him to learn how to achieve 
great effects, by such simple means.”

~ Beethoven



What is An  
Oratorio? 

An ORATORIO is a large-scale musical composition on 
a sacred or semisacred subject, for solo voices, chorus, 

and orchestra. 

Solomon is based on the Biblical stories of Wise King Solomon. With 
the English oratorios Handel had the opportunity to mix operatic arias 
in English forsoloists with large choruses of the he  had used in the 
Coronation anthems.  

The oratorios found a wider audience among more people than just 
the taristocratic audience who had sponsored and enjoyed Handel's 
Italian operas. 

Solomon was thought to be a eulogy for Georgian England, with the 
just and wise King Solomon representing King George II and the 
mighty, prosperous kingdom of Israel reflecting the happy state of 
England at the time of the work's premiere. 

Act III contains "The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba", which has 
become famous by itself and was featured at the 2012 London 
Olympics opening ceremony as James Bond goes to meet the Queen 
at Buckingham Palace. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZzAFOqV-f1Y


The Queen of Sheba Visits Solomon  
(1 Kings 10: 1-10) 

(This is the NIV translation of the Bible text that inspired this part of the oratorio 

Solomon - paint this scene in your imagination and then see if Handel’s music 

matches.) 

When the Queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relationship to 

the LORD, she came to test Solomon with hard questions. Arriving at Jerusalem with a 

very great caravan—with camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious 

stones—she came to Solomon and talked with him about 

all that she had on her mind. Solomon answered all her 

questions; nothing was too hard for the king to explain to 

her. When the Queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of 

Solomon and the palace he had built, the food on his 

table, the seating of his officials, the attending servants in 

their robes, his cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he 

made at the temple of the LORD, she was overwhelmed. 

She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own 

country about your achievements and your wisdom is 

true. But I did not believe these things until I came and 

saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not even half was told 

me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the 

report I heard. How happy your people must be! How 

happy your officials, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom! Praise be 

to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and placed you on the throne of 

Israel. Because of the LORD’s eternal love for Israel, he has made you king to maintain 

justice and righteousness.” And she gave the king 120 talents of gold, large quantities 

of spices, and precious stones. Never again were so many spices brought in as those 

the Queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.  
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The Oboe 

The instrumentation for The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba is for 
two oboes and strings.  

An oboe is a woodwind instrument. It is also a double-reed. To 
play the obo e the oboist places the double reed between their 
lips and they blow. The reeds vibrate and open and close quickly 
which send energy into the air column. The oboist plays the keys 
and holes to produce different pitches. Listen to a clip of the 
oboe.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nNilTdpDiE


Analyze the Music 

In our previous lesson about J.S. Bach’s Badinerie we learn about 
RHYTHM - and how it is the organization of sounds and silences 
in music.  

Here is the prominent rhythm in The Arrival of the Queen of 
Sheba. Listen for it when you hear the music. 

Notice the tempo is ALLEGRO, which means performed at a 
brisk tempo. You will also see the dynamic marking FORTE at the 
beginning. And, there is a mark telling us this is the part for the 
first Violin. 
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Checklist 
 

Although George Frideric Handel was born in 
Germany, he is considered to be an English 
Baroque Composer.  

Handel and Bach were born in the same year, 1685. 

Little is known about Handel’s personal life, but we 
do know he was obese and bad tempered 
(probably because he ate and drank too much). 

He showed great musical talent from the age of 
five, when he began to play the organ. 

Handel is the composer of the very famous oratorio, 
The Messiah - where everyone traditionally stands 
during the singing of the Hallelujah Chorus. 

Bach once said about Handel, “He is the only 
person I would wish to see before I die and the only 

person I would wish to be were I not Bach”. 
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An oratorio can be compared to an opera, but 
unlike the opera, the oratorio typically lacks actors, 
costumes, and scenery. It also includes a chorus. 

Bach and Handel were both composers of 
oratorios. 

 

The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba uses oboes, 
which are double-reed woodwind instruments. 

 

Homegrown Learners, LLC



SQUILT 
Arrival of the Queen of Sheba 

(from Solomon by George Frideric Handel) 
Dynamics 
(louds and softs)

Rhythm/Tempo 
(patterns of sound and speed of the beat)

Instrumentation 
(instruments used?)

Mood 
(How does it make you feel?) 
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 Draw What You 
Hear 

Arrival of the Queen of 
Sheba 
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Arrival of the Queen of Sheba 
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Circle the Correct Answer: 

1. What country was Handel born in? 
  a. Germany 
  b. France 
  c. England 
  d. Ireland 

2.     An oratorio can be compared to a(n)… 
  a. symphony 
  b. chorus 
  c. opera 
  d. sonata 

3.   What instrument family is the oboe in? 
  a. Strings 
  b. Woodwinds 
  c. Brass 
  d. Percussion 

4.  What type of reed does the oboe have? 
  a. plastic 
  b. long 
  c. single 
  d. double 

5.  What is the TEMPO of the Arrival of the Queen of Sheba? 
  a. forte 
  b. largo 
  c. allegro 
  d. presto 
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6. The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba is from ______________. 
  a. Solomon 
  b. King David 
  c. Moses 
  d. the Bible 

7.  Handel died in 
  a. England 
  b. Germany 
  c.  Scottland 
  d.  Austria 

8.  The Hallelujah Chorus is part of Handel’s  ______________. 
  a. first symphony 
  b. Messiah 
  c. Water Music 
  d. Royal Fireworks Music 

9.  What are the dates of the Baroque Era? 
  a. 1900 - present 
  b. 1600 -1750 
  c. 1750 - 1820 
  d. 1820 - 1900 

10.  What type of dynamics were used in the Baroque Era? 
  a. loud 
  b. soft 
  c. extreme 
  d. terraced 
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Quiz Answers: 

1.  a 
2.  c 
3.  b 
4.  d 
5.  c 
6.  a 
7.  a 
8.  b 
9.  b 
10. d 

Listening Links: 

Use these as additional learning opportunities after our 
lesson. 

- Arrival of the Queen of Sheba video (original instruments) 
- Arrival of the Queen of Sheba performed on organ 
- James Bond and The Queen of England - London, 2012 
- George Frederic Handel biography 
- “Hallelujah” Chorus 
- “Water Music” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C66XCqWkhmw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ey_8VSD7fgc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AS-dCdYZbo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FP6hlKHc364
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VI6dsMeABpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8Wahxcg8ro


Don’t forget to use your member 
discount. Use the code 
MEMBERS at checkout 

to receive 20% off all 
products. The Handel Spotlight and 
Volume 1, Baroque Era go nicely with 
this month’s studies! We do not 
duplicate materials studied in our live 
lessons, so all material from the store 
in supplemental. 
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