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Before the Lesson: 

• There is a download of the printed music of this 
piece.that I have included in the member area. This 
might be of interest for your older children. We won’t 
reference it in the lesson - this is just for your 
information. 

• Print the three pages from this packet - Theme 1, 
Theme 2, Theme 1 

• Give your children an assortment of crayons or colored 
pencils - after all, this piece is Impressionistic and we 
will be channeling our inner Impressionists!  

Lesson Objectives: 

1. Learn about Claude Debussy and his Arabesque #1. 
2. Place Debussy in the Romantic Era - talk about 

Impressionism in art and music. 
3. Learn the term ARABESQUE. 
4. Listen for the two different sections/themes in the 

Arabesque - illustrate each of them. 
5. Use words and/or musical terms to identify the way the 

music sounds - how Debussy painted a musical picture 
much how artists like Monet painted pictures. 
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Claude 
Debussy 

(1862-1918) 

He was born near Paris, France. 

He won the “Prix de Rome” - a presitigious music 
prize which game him a scholarship to study music. 

Some of his music was so ununual that it was not 
liked by any of the music critics at that time. 

Debussy was one of the most prominent composers 
associated with Impressionist music, but he did not 
like that term associated with his music. 

He wrote pieces for orchestra, chamber orchestra, 
an opera, and many pieces for solo piano. His most 
famous piece is Clair de lune. 
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He died of colon cancer on March 25, 1918, when 
he was just 55 years old, in Paris. 

Claude Debussy helped the musical world transition 
between the 19th and 20th century (1800 and 1900) 
by writing pieces filled with bold harmonies, new 
musical forms, and rich orchestrations. 
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What is Impressionism? 
The whole idea with Impressionism was that musicians – and artists – 
were drawn to conveying moods with their music, instead of distinct 
melodies. They wanted their pieces to bring about feelings. So this 
music (and artwork) was less focused on details and making things 
“perfect” – often the music is just the opposite, vague and blurred – 

but still incredibly impactful.  Now… look at the painting. 

Impressionism was said to have began with this painting, Monet’s 
Impression, Sunrise. It has misty shapes, loose brush storkes, 
imprecise details, and blurred colors. You can hardly tell the sky and 
the water apart. It was very different - as was the music of Debussy. 
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Vocabulary to Use: 

crescendo  <    gradually getting louder 

decrescendo  >  gradually getting softer 

accelerando (acc.)  -  getting faster 

ritardando (rit.)   -  getting slower 

forte   -  loud 

piano  -  soft 

tempo rubato   -  expressive and rhythmic freedom 
by a slight speeding up and then slowing down of 

the tempo 
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Guide to SQUILT Notebooking Sheet: 

This is an activity you can complete on your own after our live 
lesson to reinforce what we learned!  Use THIS LINK for listening 

to the piece. 

Younger children or children who find it cumbersome to write 
may want to use the Draw What You Hear sheet. 

Dynamics: The dynamics (louds and softs) are quite varied. 
Debussy used a lot of CRESCENDO and DECRESCENDO 
moving from soft (PIANO) to loud (FORTE). 

Rhythm/Tempo:  We will just talk about the tempo of this piece - 
Andantino con moto - which means a relaxed, moderate tempo 
with motion. 

Instrumentation:  This piece is for piano. 

Mood: What is the mood? Do you have adjectives or pictures to 
describe the piece? 

*There are two distinct themes in these piece - theme 1 and 
theme 2.  We will be drawing according to this during our live 
lesson. Here is a time guide for you if you’d like to reinforce: 

Theme 1:  0:00 - 1:21 
Theme 2: 1:22 - 2:46 
Theme 1: 2:47 - end 
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https://vimeo.com/258439177


SQUILT 
Super Quiet UnInterrupted Listening Time

Title: Arabesque #1 
Composer: Claude Debussy 

Dynamics 
(Louds and Softs in Music) 

Rhythm/Tempo 
(Patterns of Sound &  
Speed of the Beat) 

Instrumentation 
(What instruments do you hear?  

Which families?) 

PIANO 

Mood 
(How does the music make you feel?)
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Arabesque #1  

Theme 1 
Draw What You Hear 
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Arabesque #1  

Theme 2 

Draw What You Hear 
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Arabesque #1  

Theme 1 

Draw What You Hear 
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Supplemental Activities 

- Listen to and learn about Debussy’s 
Children’s Corner 

- Read “Hey Kids, Meet Claude Debussy” - a 
mini lesson about the composer 

- Classics for Kids has a nice audio 
presentation, “The Life and Music of 
Claude Debussy” 

 

Debussy’s most famous work is 
“Claire de Lune” - your children 

can listen and draw. I just believe 
this is one of those essential 

pieces our children should know!
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https://www.classicalmpr.org/story/2015/07/01/debussy-childrens-corner
https://makingmusicfun.net/htm/f_mmf_music_library/hey-kids-meet-claude-debussy.php
https://www.wqxr.org/story/205839-the-life-and-music-of-claude-debussy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fvo_iOuSck

