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Lesson Checklist 

√ This is a traditional CAROL that dates back to 1833, but there is 
evidence that it may even be from Medieval times. 

√ The verses tell the story of Jesus (in HIS own voice) - and Jesus’ 
life is characterized as a dance. 

√ The instrumentation of this arrangement is for Children’s Choir 
and piano.  

√ Listen for the VERSE/CHORUS form of this song… most hymns 
and carols have this form. 

√ This arrangement is for SOPRANO and ALTO voices - we also will 
hear a DESCANT (an independent treble melody usually sung or 
played above the main melody.) A DESCANT is different from 
HARMONY.  

√ Composers from Gustav Holst to Igor Stravinsky have arranged 
this carol - it is quite popular! 

Listening Link: The National Children’s Chorus recording from 
YouTube. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQelkkTTCQc


Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day 
( Check off each verse and chorus as you hear it sung. *In 

this arrangement verse 1 and the chorus are repeated once 
before moving on to verse 2.) 

_____  _____ 1. Tomorrow shall be my dancing day; 
I would my true love did so chance 

To see the legend of my play, 
To call my true love to my dance; 

 _____ _____Chorus 

Sing, oh! my love, oh! my love, my love, my love, 
This have I done for my true love   

 _____ 2. Then was I born of a virgin pure 
Of her I took fleshly substance 
Thus was I knit to man's nature 

To call my true love to my dance.  

 _____ Chorus 
 

            _____ 3. In a manger laid, and wrapped I was 
So very poor, this was my chance      

Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass 
To call my true love to my dance.  

 _____ Chorus 
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Listen for 
the  

DESCANT



This is the sheet music from an 1833 carol book: 
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Draw What You Hear 
Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day 
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What’s Your Favorite 
Arrangement? 

Following are three arrangements of the carol. 
Which is your favorite? Why? 

1. King’s College Choir (arr. Gardner) 

2. My Dancing Day: Robert Shaw Chorale 

3. Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day: Cecilian 
Carolers and Harp 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiNktUBcvNs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5jn32BTdSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u22wgIGkil0


Christmas Coloring 
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Don’t Forget! 
Use your MEMBERS 
discount code to take 
20% off our holiday 

offerings.  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https://store.squiltmusic.com/collections/holiday-seasonal

