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Tango 
by Igor Stravinsky 

What we will learn about in our SQUILT LIVE lesson:  

Stravinsky is a Russian born composer who moved to America. He is an iconic 
representation of the Modern Era of music. 

This is an engaging, fun piece for children.  

While it is written by a Russian born composer (Igor Stravinsky), it is very 
American sounding, yet still retains that traditional Latin American sound, too. 
This makes it a very interesting piece. 

Written after Stravinsky came to America in the late 1930s, it is one of 
Stravinsky’s most popular works for piano. It has also been arranged for 
orchestra, violin, and other interesting combinations of intruments.  
 
The traditional Argentian Tango (an emotional dance) has the syncopated beat 
on the first beat of each measure. Stravisnky changed this and put the 
syncopated beat on the 4th beat of each measure. 

Syncopated means having a stress (or accent) where you wouldn’t normally 
expect it in the music.  

Other things we will notice about the Tango: 

• four beats in a measure  (beats are in groups of 4) 
• an intense mood 
• march-like staccato phrases 
• smooth (almost song-like) passages 
• sudden changes in dynamics 
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"The death of Stravinsky means the final 
disappearance of a musical generation which 
gave music its basic shock at the beginning 

of this century and which brought about the 
real departure from Romanticism.” 

- from Stravinsky’s Obituary in the NY Times; April 7, 1971 
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https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/bday/0617.html


Before the Lesson: 

- Print the Student Listening Checklist 

- Print the Draw What You Hear Sheet 

(Students will use one and/or both of these during our lesson) 
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Tango 
Listening Checklist 

Stravinsky once said: “To listen is an effort, and just to hear is no 
merit. A duck hears also.”  

Check off these things as you hear them in the music. Don’t be a 
duck! If you finish the checklist, draw what you hear on the next page. 

  
_______      4 beats in each measure  (can you count 1-2-3-4?) 

_______ intense mood - changes in MOOD 

_______      march like (STACCATO) phrases  

______ smooth (LEGATO), song-like passages 

______ sudden changes in DYNAMICS (louds and softs)  
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Draw What You Hear 
Stravinsky’s Tango 
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Additional Listening: 
{ Listen as you are able after our live lesson - lots to be 
learned about Stravinsky here, and especially fun to see 

him in conversation! } 

Arrangements of Tango: 

Tango (for Orchestra) 
Tango (for Accordion and Piano) 
Tango (a Duo for Marimbas) 
Tango (for Wind Ensemble - with dancers) - performed by the 
Wind Ensemble at my Alma Mater! 

Stravinsky wrote many other pieces of music you should 
know. After our live lesson, listen to a few of these: 

The Firebird Suite - Finale 
Rite of Spring - Sacrificial Dance 
Symphony of Psalms 
Petrushka 
Waltz #2 
“The Star Spangled Banner” - arr. by Stravinsky 

And How About This? 
A Conversation with Igor Stravinsky 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IenY-i6vVdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HWHWbi-Ixg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWuia7xrWGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzvCQhQuxAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WsqK1mCGeY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLKSQdNmdYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUSfrgPQjRM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KOZzoSXrts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4gQEslOKjI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1taQl-wOmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJIXobO94Jo


Learn More about Stravinsky: 

Classics for Kids - Stravinsky 

Learn About Stravinsky at 52 Composers 

Learn and Listen: Igor Stravinsky (Dallas Symphony) 
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https://www.classicsforkids.com/shows/shows.php?id=7
http://www.52composers.com/stravinsky.html
https://www.mydso.com/dso-kids/learn-and-listen/composers/igor-stravinsky


 
To learn more about Stravinsky and the Modern 
Era, use SQUILT Volume 4. This includes a 
piece by Stravinsky, as well as other prominent 
Modern Era composers. 

Use the code MEMBERS to receive 20% off 
your purchase! 
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https://store.squiltmusic.com/products/volume-4-modern-era

