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Helpful Information: 
Print this packet. You may choose to print the entire lesson packet or just 
the parts you deem necessary for your child during the lesson. 

In this lesson we will be learning about music from Swan Lake, specifically 
the Dance of the Little Swans. Children will learn the history of the ballet 
and Tchaikovsky’s importance in ballet music in general. 

Provided below are the listening links used during our lesson, as well as 
books and other resources— use these resources to keep learning! 

Links used: 

Dance of the Little Swans - medici.tv 
Dance of the Little Swans (rehearsal) 
Listen to the Bassoon 
Listen to the Oboe 

Optional Resources: 

Listen to Swan Lake via Story Nory 
Classics for Kids - Ballet (Tchaikovsky) 
Swan Lake - Naxos for Kids recording 
Full Performance of Swan Lake by the Kirov Ballet 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xd2nTXsivHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5Yp-vToI2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kmy-hm3ai4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNBsgfh4UMY
https://www.storynory.com/swan-lake/
https://www.classicsforkids.com/shows/shows.php?id=55
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557174
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rJoB7y6Ncs


 
Ballet tells a story 

through choreography 
and music. 
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The Story of Swan Lake 
Tchaikovsky's magical ballet tells the story of the doomed love of 
Prince Siegfried and Princess Odette. Prince Siegfried goes out 
hunting one night and chases a group of swans – one of them 
transforms into a young woman, Odette, who explains that she and 
her companions were turned into swans by the evil Baron Von 
Rothbart. 

The spell can only be broken if someone who has never loved 
before swears an oath of undying love and promises to marry her. 
The Prince declares his love to Odette and promises to be loyal 
forever. 

At a grand reception at the palace, the Prince must choose a bride – 
but he can think only of Odette. Suddenly a fanfare announces the 
arrival of two guests – it is Odette! The prince dances with her and 
asks for her hand in marriage. 

But it's not Odette – the mystery woman is the daughter of the evil 
von Rothbart, Odile. Odette has witnessed the whole scene. Too 
late, Siegfried realises his mistake. 

Siegfried follows Odette to the lake and begs her 
forgiveness. She says she forgives him but 
nothing can change the fact he broke his vow. 
They decide to die together. The lovers throw 
themselves into the lake.  

(via ClassicFM) 
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https://www.classicfm.com/composers/tchaikovsky/music/swan-lake/


Swan Lake 
(color in the bubbles as we go over the facts) 

Music composed by Tchaikovsky in 1875-76 - his first ballet 
 
Tchaikovsky is one of the most famous composers to come out of 
Russia. He lived from 1840-1893. 

The original conductor and ballerina did not like   Tchaikovsky’s 
ballet and declared the music “too difficult to  dance to”  

Tchaikovsky would not write another ballet for 12 years. 

When he wrote again it was for Sleeping Beauty (1890) and The 
Nutcracker (1892) 

Swan Lake is a ROMANTIC TRAGEDY. 

It is the world’s most frequently performed ballet. 

There are different versions of Swan Lake, because there have been 
many choreographers of it over time. 

Since its premiere in Moscow, Russia, it has been presented in over 
150 versions by more than 100 companies in 25 countries. 

Ballets are similar to a family story - they can be passed down from 
generation to generation, so sometimes they are changed 

throughout the years. 
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Swan Lake and Opposites 
This ballet is about opposites. Let’s talk about the opposites that 
are in Swan Lake. 

            Day     _______________ 

          Light     _______________ 

         Good     _______________ 

       Humans     _______________ 

      Freedom     _______________ 

         Love      _______________ 

  Natural World    _______________ 
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Dance of the Little Swans 
“Dance of the Cygnets” 

Most choreography for Swan Lake’s Dance of the Little Swans is meant to 
imitate the way CYGNETS huddle and move together for protection. 

Four dancers move in near or exact UNISON. 

The dance is also known as a pas de quatre (ballet dance for 4 people). 

The dance also features up-and-coming dancers from the corps de ballet. 

This dance is so interesting because of it’s simple INSTRUMENTATION 
as compared to the rest of the ballet. It features the double reed 
instruments — bassoon and oboe. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pas_de_quatre_(ballet)


Double Reeds 
A double reed is a reed with two slightly separated 

blades, used for playing a wind instrument such as an 
oboe or bassoon. 

 

   

        Listen to the BASSOON. 

 

Listen to the OBOE. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kmy-hm3ai4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNBsgfh4UMY
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Dance of the Little Swans

Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky



Draw What You Hear 




Dance of the Little Swans 
from Swan Lake 
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Dance of the Little Swans Quiz 
1. Dance of the Little Swans is from which ballet? 

 a. The Nutcracker 

 b. Swan Lake 

 c. Sleeping Beauty 

 d.Hansel and Gretel 

2. A cygnet is a ____________. 

 a. Double reed instrument 

 b. Baby swan 

 c. A ballet dancer 

 d. Type of candy popular in Tchaikovsky’s boyhood 

3.  What era was Tchaikovsky living in? 

 a. Baroque  

 b. Classical  

 c. Romantic 

 d. Modern 

4. The person who develops the moves for the dancer is the: 

 a. Choreographer 

 b. Composer 

 c. Conductor 

 d. Author 
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5. What family of instruments are the bassoon and oboe part of? 

 a. Strings 

 b. Woodwinds 

 c. Brass 

 d. Percussion 

6. Tchaikovsky’s original ballet “Swan Lake” was a huge success. 

 a. True 

 b. False 

7.  In Dance of the Little Swans, the dancers move in: 

 a. A lake 

 b. Packs 

 c. Tandem 

 d. Unison 

8.  Swan Lake is classified as a: 

 a. Romantic Tragedy 

 b. Romantic Comedy 

 c. Classic Ballet 

 d. Modern Dance 
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9. Swan Lake has themes of: 

 a. similarities 

 b. opposites 

 c. humor 

 d. metaphors 

10.  Tchaikovsky was from 

 a. France 

 b. Russia 

 c. Croatia 

 d. America 
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Quiz Answers: 
1. b 
2. b 
3. c 
4. a 
5. b 
6. b 
7. d 
8. a 
9. b 
10. b 

Don’t forget your member 
discount!   

When logged into your account 
members automatically receive 20% 

off all PDF products! Meet the 
Instruments teaches is a good 

resource to go with this lesson!
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https://www.squiltmusic.com/products/meet-the-instruments-exploring-the-orchestra
https://www.squiltmusic.com/products/meet-the-instruments-exploring-the-orchestra

