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Before the Lesson:  

Print this packet. You may choose to print the entire 
lesson packet or just the parts you deem necessary for 
your child during the lesson. 

There are many extras in this lesson. 

 If possible, watch The Sound of Music. This will help 
your children become familiar with the music and story.  
(You can watch via Disney+, Amazon, or YouTube.)

Additional Resources/Listening Links: 

• The Story of The Trapp Family Singers - This might 
make for an interesting read-aloud. 

• V is for von Trapp - a Musical Family Alphabet (a 
beautiful book!) 

• The Sound of Music Soundtrack 
• The great granchildren of Captain von Trapp sing 
• Maria von Trapp dies at 99 
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https://amzn.to/3l0dclZ
https://amzn.to/3m3s44u
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4Rhe1XViYg&list=PLC653A709446B9114
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMfJlKZ06Ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLgrpgXyqFs
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Draw What You Hear 
Let’s listen to the OVERTURE to the Sound of Music 

as we begin our lesson.
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The Sound of Music  

based on the 1949 memoir of Maria von Trapp, The Story of 
the Trapp Family Singers 

 

 opened on Broadway in 1959 and won five Tony Awards, 
including Best Musical. The first London production opened at 
the Palace Theatre in 1961. 

It was adapted as a 1965 film musical, starring Julie Andres 
and Christopher Plummer. 

 
The Sound of Music was the last musical written by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein; Oscar Hammerstein died of cancer nine months 
after the Broadway premiere. 

The first Broadway revival of The Sound of Music was done in 
1998. 

Details of the history of the von Trapp family were altered for the 
musical:  

There were 10 von Trapp children, not 7. The real Maria von Trapp left the 
convent to tutor one child, not to be governess to all the children. She and 

Georg von Trapp were married 11 years before the Nazis took over 
Austria. Georg was a kind man, not the stern disciplinarian from the film. 
Maria wrote that she didn’t love him when she married him: "I really and 
truly was not in love. I liked him but didn't love him. However, I loved the 

children, so in a way I really married the children.” 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_von_Trapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Story_of_the_Trapp_Family_Singers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Story_of_the_Trapp_Family_Singers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_Theatre,_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodgers_and_Hammerstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodgers_and_Hammerstein


The Musical Takes Place in Austria on the 
evening  of the “Anschluss” in 1938.   

Anschluss was the political union of Germany 
& Austria. 
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Rodgers  & Hammerstein 
(The collaboration that changed music 

history) 

 
Richard Rodgers (composer, 1902–1979) and Oscar Hammerstein 
II  (lyricist,dramatist 1895–1960) together were a successful 
American musical theatre writing team.  

 
Their musicals included: Oklahoma! Carousel,  Allegro,  South 
Pacific, The King and I, Me and Juliet, Pipe Dream, Flower Drum 
Song, and The Sound of Music.  

Awards won: 42 Tony Awards, 15 Academy Awards, 2 Pulitzer 
Prizes, 2 Grammy Awards and 2 Emmy Awards. 

 
In their 18-year partnership Rodgers and Hammerstein wrote 9 
Broadway musicals, one movie, and one television musical. They 
were the first to fully integrate music, words, and dance in a 

musical play. 

Their work in the 1940s and 1950s is described as the “Golden 
Age” of Musical Theater 

Rodgers & Hammerstein were wonderful at putting together dialogue 
and music to tell vivid stories. The stories could entertain and 
make people laugh, but they also began to make statements 
about racisim, classicism, and sexism. They inspired a generation 

of theater writers after them. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Rodgers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Hammerstein_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Hammerstein_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carousel_(musical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allegro_(musical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Pacific_(musical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Pacific_(musical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_King_and_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Me_and_Juliet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pipe_Dream_(musical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flower_Drum_Song
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flower_Drum_Song
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sound_of_Music


Let’s Learn Solfege! 
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do
re

mi

fa

sol

la

ti

do
Solfege is a method of sight 
singing that uses 7 syllables 
to represent the 7 notes in a 

scale. We’ll learn about these 
in today’s lesson.

While we hear this system in 
Doe, a Deer - we can actually 

find this system started back in 
the 11th century by the 

Benedictine Monk Guido de 
Arrezo. Learn more here.

https://www.vpr.org/post/timeline-004-guido-arezzo-and-solfege-system#stream/0
https://www.vpr.org/post/timeline-004-guido-arezzo-and-solfege-system#stream/0


Do, Re, Mi 
from The Sound of Music 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Sound of Music © Homegrown Learners, LLC A month of musicals

Doe
Ray

Me

Far

Sew

Doe

La

Tea

This famous song links each 
solfege syllable to English 

homophones - or near 
homophones!

This song appears 
quite simply in the 

musical, and then more 
complex. We’ll listen 

to both!



Broadway is in  
New York City 
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What’s Happening  Onstage? 
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SQUIZ  -  The Sound of Music 
1. Where is Broadway? 

 a. London 
 b. Austria 
 c. New York City 
 d. Bermany 

2. In a musical, ___________ and ___________ play an essential part. 

 a. Singing and dancing 
 b. Singing and instrument playing 
 c. Dancing and Painting 
 d. Dancing and Gymnastics 

3. Who was Richard Rodgers? 

 a. lyricist 
 b. choreographer 
 c. conductor 
 d. composer 

4. The Broadway production was very close to the true vonTrapp family story. 

 a. True 
 b. False 

5. Do and Doe are examples of ______________. 

 a. synonyms 
 b. antonyms 
 c. homophones 
 d. animals 
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6. The Sound of Music was the last musical Rodgers & Hammerstein worked on 
together. 

 a. True 
 b. False 

7. The work in the 1940s and 1950s on Broadway was called the: 

 a. Revival Time 
 b. Golden Age of Theater 
 c. Classical Era 
 d. Silver Age of Theater 

8. Which came first, the Sound of Music Broadway show or the movie? 

 a. Broadway show 
 b. Movie 

9.  Who first introduced solfege? 

a. Captain von Trapp 
b. Oscar Hammerstein 
c. Julie Andrews 
d. Guido de Arezzo 

10.  What does COLLABORATION mean? 

 a. It is a kind of Broadway music 
 b. To work together 
 c.  Singing and Dancing at the same time 
 d. Turning a Broadway musical into a movie 
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Answers: 

1. c 
2. a 
3. d 
4. b 
5. c 
6. a 
7. b 
8. a 
9. d 
10. a 
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