


 

About the Lesson: 

         
   

      
 

         
           

     

            
        

        

        

         
            
             

        

           
           

   

         
          

      
        

        

            
       

         

            
      

          

           
      

      
 

     

          

          
          
     

        

         
          

          
           

      

            
        

  

            
        

    

     
       

    

        
       

    

        
       

       

          
         

      
    

Instructions:

Print the sheets you feel your child(ren) will use. I will go over 
all of the packet on the screen in our lesson as well.

I have included activities for all age levels.

        
           

          
        

     

© Homegrown Learners, LLC

This lesson is part of our month of Christmas carols. 
We will be lear ning about the     
exploring different arrangements.

All of the listening links are provided throughout the packet.

   history of  this carol and



What is a  
Christmas Carol? 

In our day and age, many 
Christmas songs are termed 

Christmas Carols, but the true 
definition of  a Christmas Carols 
is “a religious song celebrating 

the birth of Christ”. 



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
(a carol of opposites) 

12th century Latin text - author unknown 

It also doubles as a prayer for the first and second 
comings of Christ. 

The common tune we know now was put with these 
lyrics in 1851 by Thomas Helmore - and it captures a 

beautiful mood of longing and anticipation. 

It has been said this carol is written for the real world 
of sorrowful joy - and we hear this in the hymn. 

This is an ADVENT hymn - it perfectly captures the 
waiting and anticipation of the Advent season. 

This carol’s lyrics are from the Medieval church. 
During the 7 nights leading up to Christmas, the 

church would sing a verse of the carol. Each of the verses 
starts with a prayer that beings with “O, Come” and 
includes an Old Testament reference for Jesus Christ. 



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
(There are many different verses and variations on this hymn - below are 5 of the 

most common verses. As an additional activity: have your children circle the 
HAPPY words and put a square around the SAD words. These verses also make 

great copy work during Advent.) 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 

From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory o'er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, O come Lord of might, 
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
In ancient times didst give the law 

In cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 



O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come 
And open wide our heav'nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 



Listening 
Links  

Veni, Veni Emmanuel (Latin) 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel (English) 

Gregorian Chant 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 (The Choir of King’s College) 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
(Mormon Tabernacle Choir) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FR-oUzimkLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4&index=20&list=RDIaqoeCl_jR0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCAFXoL4N6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcIIZpnZPgo&t=189s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqkUPUSY8ds


   Carol Star Ratings 
(Give each of these a star rating.   

Which is your favorite?) 

 
(1) Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church 

(2) Andrew Peterson 

(3) The Piano Guys 

(4) Piano Solo (David Hicken) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5p-3CdP2YnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6iRFkocjPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iO7ySn-Swwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1ZwwBoOR7M


If you want to take notes on the four versions presented, do that in the 
boxes below. Write down (or draw)  anything to describe the music while 

you are listening. 

(1) (2)

(3) (4)

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel



Color the Carolers 



Color the Carolers 



Draw What You Hear 

 



1. What language was O, Come, O Come Emmanuel first 
written in? 

 a. English 
 b. French 
 c. Latin 
 d. German 

2. When during the church year is this carol to be sung? 

 a. Advent 
 b. Lent 
 c. Pentecost 
 d. Easter 

3. Each verse of this carol contains what? 

 a. A star 
 b. A name of Jesus 
 c. An instrument name 
 d. A warning 

4. Christmas songs and Christmas Carols are different. 

 a. True 
 b. False 

SQUIZ - O Come, O Come, Emmanuel



5. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel doubles as a _________. 

 a. Prayer 
 b. Story 
 c. Ballet 
 d. Opera 

6.  There is only one accepted way to perform this carol. 

 a. True 
 b. False 

7. Which arrangement was your favorite? 

 a. 1 (Coral Ridge Church) 
 b. 2 (Andrew Peterson) 
 c. 3 (Piano Guys) 
 d. 4 (Piano solo) 

8.  What is one of the oldest forms of music? 

 a. Jazz 
 b. Symphony 
 c. Gregorian chant 
 d. Piano solo 



9.  What are the two opposites in this carol? 

a. Joy and sorrow 
b. Laughter and Silliness 
c. Sadness and Grief 
d. Happiness and playfulness 

10.  In the Medieval church, how many nights leading up 
to Christmas would this carol be sung? 

 a. 5 
 b. 7 
 c. 2 
 d. 10 

1. c
2. a
3. b
4. a
5. a

6. a 
7. b 
8 . c 
9. a 
10. b

Answers:


