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You May
√   Use this product with all the children in 
your own homeschool.

√   Use this product with all the children in 
your own physical classroom.

√   Make one physical copy of the entire 
book for your reference only.

√   Make copies of any student pages for 
each of your students.

You May Not
X   Share this product with other parents 
or teachers in digital or print format.

X   Upload this product to any sharing site 
or group.

X   Sell or redistribute this product in any 
manner for free or for payment.

X   Give away this product.

X   Use any portion of this product for 
commercial endeavors.
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Music in Nature LIVE Supplement

Welcome! 
This packet supports a No Sweat Nature Study LIVE video lesson. Everything in this packet is 
optional! Feel free to use it in a way that best meets the needs of your family or classroom. A 
student can successfully complete the video lesson without the packet.


The packet includes:  

1. Specimen Image - at least one image that can be used for nature notebooking 

It may be helpful to have the image available during the lesson if your student has 
difficulty viewing specimens on the screen. The image also comes in handy if a student 
needs to continue working on a nature notebooking page after the lesson is over.


2. About Section - a short overview of information about the topic  

This overview can be used to preview or review the lesson.


3. Lesson Vocabulary - a list of pertinent scientific vocabulary 

It may be helpful to have the vocabulary list nearby during the lesson so your student(s) 
can spell any necessary words correctly during nature notebooking. You might also 
choose to use the vocabulary list during pre or post activities. For instance, the words 
could be defined or used as part of a weekly spelling list.


4. Extension Ideas - a few extra lesson ideas 
	 


	The follow-up ideas can extend the depth and breadth of understanding. They are best 
used after completing the video lesson with Mrs. Cindy.
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Specimen Images 
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Music in Nature LIVE Supplement

About Music in Nature 
What comes to mind when you think about the word “music”? The first thing that comes to my 
mind is beautiful voices blending perfectly with the rise and fall of magnificent instruments. 

Of course, people can sing by themselves and single instruments can be played by themselves. 
Each one singularly sounds lovely when done well, but together they are stunning. The way 
melodies and harmonies mix together can bring us to tears or make us dance with joy.

Have you ever stopped to hear music in nature? It’s definitely different than the music humans 
can make, but it can be just as beautiful! Birds singing, water rushing, leaves rustling, and wind 
whistling are all very musical. 

It might be a stretch for you to consider sounds in nature as actual music if you’ve never thought 
about it before. After our lesson together, though, I hope you’ll hear music everywhere! Before I 
tell you a few ways to listen for music in nature, can you think of any examples yourself?

One clear way to is hear the sounds animals make. Animals communicate with each other 
through talking just the way you and I do, except their sounds aren’t actual words. Instead, they 
use grunts, growls, barks, tweets, and more. How many more ways could you describe the 
sounds animals make? Hisses, bellows, screams, squeaks, crows, moos…

Not all animal communication is sing-song like the melodies of a bird, but music isn’t all about 
melodies, right? Some bird calls are rhythmic with tweets that almost seem to go to the beat of a 
drum. Cow moos are in a low pitch, while coyote barks are in a high pitch. The roar of a lion is 
loud, while the meow of a kitten is soft. All of these are characteristics of music!

Other sounds in nature can remind of us music, too. They aren’t necessarily actual music, but 
they have musical qualities. For example, as wind moves through the leaves of a deciduous 
tree, you can hear a gentle whispering shake like that of a cabasa percussion instrument. Or, 
that same wind might blow the tops of evergreen trees in a rhythmic motion that looks like a 
conductor leading an orchestra.

Thunder can remind us of the boom of a bass drum or the clanging of symbols. The gentle 
lapping of waves along a quiet shoreline can lull us to sleep like the sounds from a lullaby. And, 
dripping raindrops create slightly different sounds depending on where they land. 

It’s subtle, but there is music everywhere if you really listen! In fact, the famous composer, 
Antonia Vivaldi, wrote his very popular piece called “Four Seasons” based on the musical 
sounds he heard in nature. He used magnificent orchestra instruments to replicate the music of 
nature in spring, summer, autumn, and winter. If you’ve never listened to the composition, you 
should!

Here are a couple of books you might consider reading to younger children:
Marsh Music by Marianne Berkes
Listen, Listen by Phillis Gershator 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Vocabulary 

Melody


Harmony


Rhythm


Pitch 


Dynamics


Percussion


Instrument


Conductor


Orchestra


Composer


Composition


Animal communication
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Extension Ideas 
It’s always a good idea to take a nature walk or visit a nature center to view examples of our 
topic if at all possible. However, the following suggestions can easily be completed from the 
comfort of your home or classroom. 


You will find a list of extension topics listed below. Choose any that you like in order to dig 
deeper  and discover more after the video lesson with Mrs. Cindy. 


For any topic suggested, you are encouraged to use print, online, or video resources to aid in 
learning. You might:


• Read a non-fiction book from the library or your bookshelves about the topic.

• Research online to find an age-appropriate explanation.

• Search YouTube for an age-appropriate video explanation.


In many instances, reading or viewing the additional resource(s) may be enough. To add 
assignments that demonstrate understanding or cement an idea, consider one or more of the 
following activities:


• Make a list

• Label a drawing

• Draw a diagram

• Create a model

• Write a paragraph

• Make a map

• Create a comparison chart

• Do a skit

• Give an oral presentation

• Make a diorama

• Create lists 

• Do an experiment


Students of all ages and abilities can complete any of these tasks - simply expect different 
outcomes based on abilities.


MUSIC IN NATURE EXTENSION TOPICS 
Choose a famous composer to learn more about. 
(Possible Activity Idea: Research to learn about the life and music of Antonio Vivaldi or another 
famous composer. Listen to several of his or her famous compositions and discuss with 
someone about what kinds of instruments you hear and how the music makes you feel.)


Learn about the instruments in an orchestra. 
(Possible Activity Idea: Research to make a list of all of the instruments in an orchestra. 
Consider printing a picture of each instrument to glue into your nature journal.)


Listen to Beethoven’s Symphony #6, the 4th movement. 
(Possible Activity Idea: (You can listen to this on the internet.) Picture a thunderstorm as you 
listen. Do you hear it in the music?)
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Complementary Resources 
The following curriculum would complement this lesson nicely: Beautiful Birds and Math in 
Nature: Patterns


Members on No Sweat Nature Study LIVE automatically receive a 25% discount on all Our 
Journey Westward products!
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