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Before the Lesson: 

• IMPORTANT: Print the Draw What You Hear 
Sheets as well as the written music for the 
Allemandes. Younger students may want to draw, 
while older students will practice following written 
music today. 

• Today’s lesson is about Handel, the Baroque 
Composer, and the dance form - Allemande. If 
you have Meet The Composers, you will want to 
get out the Handel card. 

• Are you using the listening calendar for 
February? Children will benefit from listening 
to the Baroque music in the first half of the 
month! 

• Are your children familiar with Handel? There is a 
list of books on the SQUILT website that is helpful. 
Include some in your read aloud time! 
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https://store.squiltmusic.com/collections/meet-the-instruments/products/meet-the-composers-exploring-great-music
https://www.squiltmusic.com/handel-resources


Lesson Objectives: 

1. Learn about the Allemande. Listen to two 
Allemandes by Handel. 

2. Distinguish between major and minor. 
3. Follow the written music for the Allemandes. 
4. Recognize the sound of the harpsichord. 
5. Place Handel and this dance form in the Baroque 

Era. 
6. Learn about Handel and also Handel’s relationship 

with JS Bach. 
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George Frideric Handel 
(1685-1759) 

Painting by Philip Mercier 

We say “Handel” just like the word “handle”. This is the 
English pronunciation of his name - he changed it when he 

moved from Germany to England. 
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Facts About Handel 

• He was born in Germany on February 23, 1685.  He was 
born in the southeastern part of Germany - a town called 
Halle. 

• Handel wrote over 42 operas. Later he wrote oratorios. His 
most famous oratorio is the Messiah. He wrote anthems, 
chamber music and orchestral music including the Water 
Music and Music for the Royal Fireworks. 
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• Handel’s father did not want him to study music; he wanted 
him to be a lawyer. Although Handel's father died in 1697, 
Handel enrolled at the University of Halle in 1703. He 
studied law for a year because that had been his father’s 
wish. After that year, Handel was unhappy studying law. He 
decided to stop studying law and become a musician. 

• He loved to compose OPERAS, so he moved to Italy in 
1707. He spent four years in Italy and became more famous 
for his operas. He also was writing ORATORIOS. 
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• In 1710 Handel became Kapellmeister (music director) to 
George, Elector of Hanover, who would soon be King 
George I of Great Britain. The Elector agreed that Handel 
could have an immediate leave of 12 months so that he 
could go to London. 

• In England he had patrons (rich people who gave him 
money). He had a sizable yearly income from Queen Anne. 
He was having a lot of success, and so stayed in England. 

• In 1731 Handel was commissioned to write four anthems 
for the coronation ceremony of King George II. One of 
these, Zadok the Priest, has been sung at every coronation 
ceremony since. 

• Handel spent most of his time working on operas. From 
1722-1726 he was director of the Royal Academy of Music.  

• In August, 1750, on a journey back from Germany to 
London, Handel was seriously injured when his carriage 
overturned. In 1751 he started to lose his eyesight. He 
died, in 1759, in London. The last concert he went to was 
his own Messiah. More than 3,000 mourners went to his 
funeral. He was buried with full honors in Westminster 
Abbey. 
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Johann Sebastian Bach was another famous Baroque Era 
composer who traveled throughout Germany.  In fact, both 
men were blinded by the same ocular sugeon, John Taylor. 

Did they know each other? 

Handel and Bach lived separate lives, 
and they never did meet. 

But they came close. In 1719 Bach's 
work took him to Halle, where Handel 
was home on a visit. Bach learned of 
Handel's visit and tried to look him up. 
Handel had left the day before. Bach 
made a second attempt to contact 
Handel ten years later, and that also 
failed to work out. 

The two greatest composers of the Baroque Era worked at 
their composing without meeting. Handel created some of 
the most festive Baroque music and Bach some of the most 
introspective. Both worked until their eyes failed. 

(source) 
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https://www.uh.edu/engines/epi1186.htm


Allemande 
 

An Allemande is a German 
D a n c e -  f r o m t h e 
Renaissance and Baroque - 
one of the most popular 
instrumental  dance styles 
in Baroque music, with 
n o t a b l e e x a m p l e s 
composed by Bach and 
Handel. It is often the first 
movement of a Baroque 
suite of dances.     

They are usually in a  
MODERATE tempo, with 
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2 Allemandes 

In this lesson we will explore 2 Allemandes 
by Handel. One is in the key of A minor 
and the other is in the key of A major. 

Major keys sound happy. 

Minor keys sound sad. 

These are both played on the harpsichord. 

We wil follow the printed music for each of 
these - something different and fun! If you 
can’t follow the music, don’t worry - the 
videos will help!  
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Allemande in A Minor 
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Allemande in A Major 
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Draw What You Hear 
                                               

 

 

Allemande 
by George Frideric Handel 
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Supplemental Activities 

• Want to get technical (mostly for parents!) — read 
Professor Carol’s “What’s the Point of 
Counterpoint?” — a great article. Both of these 
Allemandes are examples of counterpoint. 

• Download a Child’s Own Book of Great Musicians: 
Handel - FREE for Kindle.  

• George Frideric Handel wordsearch 

• Classics for Kids - George Frideric Handel (great 
show with fun facts!) 

• Spotify SQUILT LIVE Playlist! 
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https://www.professorcarol.com/point-counterpoint
http://amzn.to/2nyBO9D
https://makingmusicfun.net/htm/f_printit_free_printable_worksheets/george-frideric-handel-word-search-worksheet.php
https://www.classicsforkids.com/shows/shows.php?id=258
https://open.spotify.com/user/1239266961/playlist/6Pa9Fjm16COmlSQVnbefSc


Don’t Forget Your 
Member Discount! 

20% off everything using the 
code MEMBERS in the store
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