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Before the Lesson: 

• IMPORTANT: Print the Mozart Variations 
Listening Cards. If you can print them in 
color this is quite helpful, because it will 
match the colors on our video during the 
webinar lesson. 

• Some parents like to provide an “incentive” 
for listening - maybe a special snack, 
lollipop, or other treat to keep kids 
interested. This piece is a bit longer, but 
the individual variations are short, so 
children tend to be quite engaged. 

• Are you using the listening calendar for 
January? Children will benefit from 
listening to Mozart all month long! 

• Have you read a little about Mozart? There 
is a list of books on the SQUILT blog that is 
helpful. Include some in your read aloud 
time! 
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https://www.squiltmusic.com/blog/mozart-for-kids


Lesson Objectives: 

1. Learn about Mozart and his variations on 
the French Nursery Theme — what we 
know as “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star”. 

2. Place Mozart in the Classical Era. 
3. Learn about Theme & Variations as a form 

and pick out the 12 variations on the theme. 
4. Use words and/or musical terms to identify 

each variation. Learn about RHYTHM, 
MELODY, and HARMONY. 

5. Become familiar with the sound of the piano. 

© Homegrown Learners, LLC



Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
(1756-1791) 

Johannes Chrysostomus Wolfgangus 
Theophilus Mozart 

or “WOLFIE” for short. 

Born in Salzburg, Austria, in 1756, Wolfgang Amadues 
Mozart was perhaps the most influential composer of the 
Classical Era.  

By the time he was five he was a competent violin and piano 
player, and THEN he began composing. His sister, Nannerl, 
wrote of him:  

“He often spent much time at the clavier, picking out thirds, 
which he was ever striking, and his pleasure showed that it 
sounded good.... In the fourth year of his age his father, for a 
game as it were, began to teach him a few minuets and 
pieces at the clavier.... He could play it faultlessly and with 
the greatest delicacy, and keeping exactly in time.... At the 
age of five, he was already composing little pieces, which he 
played to his father who wrote them down.” 
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He wrote his first symphony when he was just eight years old. 

In his lifetime he composed over 600 works. He influenced all 
of Western music to come, and greatly had an impact on 
Beethoven’s compositions. 

He wrote operas, symphonies, sonatas, concertos, a 
Requiem, and MORE. In just his 35 years of life he managed 
to change the world of classical music forever. 

Interesting Facts about Mozart: 

• Mozart was left handed. 
• Mozart enjoyed math– there are equations written 

in the margins of several scores that lead some 
people to believe he used a lot of math in the 
composition process. 

• Mozart was afraid of the trumpet when he was a 
child. The clarinet was his favorite instrument. 

• Wolfie’s father, Leopold, was also a famous 
musician (he’s on your listening calendar). 

• He loved shopping. Mozart spent lavishly on 
beautiful clothing as an adult. 
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Mozart’s Day 
 

source 
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http://www.king.org/31-facts-about-mozart/17991783/


12 Variations on a French Nursery 
Theme 

Since the 1600s, keyboard players have performed 
compositions based on the form Theme and Variations. 
A  theme and variations is a series of variations on a given 
melody. Although some theme and variations arei 
mprovised (made up on the spot) at the keyboard, many 
composers over the years have written a set of variations 
on a popular song or dance, a singing tune, or a theme 
they or someone else composed. 

Variations are created by altering (changing) the rhythm, 
the melody, or the harmony (or all three) of the theme. 

Rhythm: is the arrangement of notes according to 
their how long they last and the way they are accented. 

Melody:  a sequence of single notes that is musically 
satisfying - the part you could hum or sing along with. 

Harmony:  Harmony describes the simultaneous (at 
the same time) sounding of two or more notes 
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In 1778 at the age of 22, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
composed a set of twelve variations on the theme “Ah, 
vous dirai-je, Maman” (better known to us as the nursery 
rhyme “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”) for the piano. (The 
“K” that appears with the titles of Mozart’s works is an 
abbreviation for Köchel -- Ludwig von Köchel  
chronologically catalogued Mozart’s more than six 
hundred compositions.) 
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Guide to SQUILT Notebooking Sheet: 

This is an activity you can complete on your own after our 
live lesson to reinforce what we learned!  

(Have you seen the Elements of Music posters? These 
can help your children in this activity.)  

Younger children or children who find it cumbersome to 
write may want to use the Draw What You Hear sheet. 

Dynamics:  Because of the many variations, children will have a 
variety of answers for this - encourage them to draw or write what 
they are hearing. 

Rhythm/Tempo: The rhythm of “Twinkle Twinkle” is always 
heard — short short short short short short LONG….. short short 
short short short short LONG…..”  The TEMPO of the piece 
varies with each variation as well. 

Instrumentation:  This is for piano only. 

Mood: What is the mood? Does it change with each variation? 
(YES ) 
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https://store.squiltmusic.com/collections/specialty/products/elements-of-music-posters


SQUILT 
Super Quiet UnInterrupted Listening Time

Title: 12 Variations on a French Nursery Theme 
Composer: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Dynamics 
(Louds and Softs in Music) 

Rhythm/Tempo 
(Patterns of Sound &  
Speed of the Beat) 

Instrumentation 
(What instruments do you hear?  

Which families?) 

Mood 
(How does the music make you feel?)
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12 Variations on a French Nursery Theme 
Draw What You Hear 

                                               

 

Title:  

_____________________________________
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Supplemental Activities 

• There is another Mozart lesson in the SQUILT 
LIVE! archives, “Rondo alla turca” - you can listen 
to that piece and follow the listening map 
provided in the materials.  

• Have you seen the show, Little Amadeus? Your 
children might enjoy this. 

• Use the pieces on the 31 Days of Mozart 
listening calendar - create a collection of “Draw 
What You Hear” sheets for the pieces. 
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8 beats

8 beatsCODA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=quxTnEEETbo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXM9sUMzYhY

