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guide 

MOTHER- 
OF-THE-BRIDE 

Everything you need to know about supporting 
and connecting to your daughter during her  

wedding planning process! 
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Dear Daughter, 

As they laid you in my arms, 
All tiny and new; 

God whispered in my ear,

Too soon you grew up to be off on your own 
Chasing life's dreams with passion that became yours alone. 
Thank you dear daughter, for the love and the laughter,  
And the gift of motherhood, each day and after, 

Life is a circle, and love never ends, 
With your decision to marry a new promise begins. 

May your love be faithful and always true 
And your journey together 

Bring delightful discovery and joy anew. 

I am honored to help plan your day as a bride, 
My heart full of love and nothing but pride. 

Near or far you will always be 
My secret treasure, a forever part of me. 

Love, Mom 

"I have something special 
 for you."

3 



Wedding Planning Timeline 
12 MONTHS BEFORE 

Set the wedding budget.
Help write the guest list 
& find addresses. 

10 MONTHS BEFORE 

Enjoy dress shopping with the 
bride!
Ask the couple what duties 
you can take off their plate.8 MONTHS BEFORE 

Time to order the 
bride's gown!
Reserve a block of 
hotel rooms for out-of- 
town guests.

6
Order your dress. (Check out page 9 
for ideas.)
Choose the venue & send invitations 
for the bridal shower.

MONTHS BEFORE 

4
Consider creating a keepsake gift for the 
bride made from your wedding gown! See the 
lovely gifts you can have made 
at UnboxtheDress.com

MONTHS BEFORE 

2 MONTHS BEFORE 

Time for dress alterations!
Attend the bride's hair & 
makeup trial.
Communicate with out-of- 
town family after 
wedding invitations are 
sent.6

Remind bride to apply for her license.
Select your shoes, accessories, & 
purse.
Host the bridal shower & suprise her 
with your gifts from Unbox the Dress!

WEEKS BEFORE 

2
Ask the bride & 
groom - how can 
you be helpful?
Check in with the 
grandparents— Do 
they have their 
outfits and 
transportation 
ready?

WEEKS BEFORE 

1
Help finalize the seating chart.
Assist with final DIY decorations 
or welcome bag assembly.

WEEK BEFORE 

48HOURS BEFORE 

Welcome out-of-town family on 
behalf of the couple.
Ensure all outfits have been 
picked up with final alterations.
Enjoy some primping (manicure, 
pedicure, etc).

24 HOURS BEFORE 

Rehearse the ceremony & go to 
dinner— what the bride says 
goes!
Try to sneak a moment with your 
daughter alone before the big 
day. If you have a part of your 
redesigned dress like the 
bouquet wrap, ring bearer pillow 
or purse— now's a great time to 
gift it. DAY OF

Say a prayer with your daughter 
& her bridal party as she gets 
ready.
Get yourself ready.
Be in the moment & enjoy!



How to Plan a Bridal 
Shower Your Bride 

Will Love 

A bridal shower is a perfect way to 
celebrate your daughter with close family 
and friends. Other than the bride receiving 
gifts that will help her settle into her new 
life with her partner, bridal showers are 
also the time to share marriage advice, 
mingle - and pop the bubbly! The bridal 
shower your mother threw for you might 
have been a little different than today’s 
trends, but the purpose is the same: 
celebrate the bride and her new beginning.

Consult the bride 

Create the perfect Guest List 

Your bride should be involved in the planning process. Get an idea of what kind 
of themes she likes and make sure she has created a registry. Maybe even ask for
access to her Pinterest board to discover what kind of decorations and invitations 
she loves.  

Whether you decide to keep the guest list a surprise or not, you should consult 
with someone close to the bride on this step. Are you keeping the party to just 
family or inviting her friends? In our experience, a mix of both and a guest list of
no more than 25 people will keep the event intimate and fun.  

Planning a wedding shower is an opportunity to connect with your daughter or 
bride-to-be as the excitement for the big day builds. Below is a list of tricks & tips -
 and a timeline for planning the shower she'll love.  



Depending on your bride’s taste, a shower 
can be hosted at home, in a painting studio, 
outdoors, a restaurant, or any other event 
venue you can think of.  Make sure you have 
enough room for activities like a gift 
opening area, mimosa bar, or a DIY 
photobooth. 

The Right Location

Simple games are easy to plan and will help your group mingle. Have
people guess how many kisses are in a jar, write down their favorite 
memories with the bride, or MadLib wedding vows. If your bride 
cringes at the mention of games, crafts could be an alternate option. 
Either way, have a music playlist ready and champagne on hand. 

To Game or not to Game

Instagram Worthy

Are you crafty and a DIY- 
maven? Hosting the party at 
home may leave the budget 
open for fun personalization. 
Feeling a little out of your 
comfort zone? Pick a fun and 
trendy restaurant where the 
atmosphere will automatically
work to set the tone for you! 

Bridal showers often turn into photo ops for the bride and her friends. 
You can make a custom snapchat filter for just $5 to add a special touch 
to the shower. In addition, it’s always fun to set up a photo op in the 
physical event space. Hang up a backdrop that fits with your theme or 
find an oversized picture frame that the guests can hold up on their own. 



It can be difficult to think of a shower present that really shows 
the bride how proud you are of the woman she’s become and 
how much you care. You’ve done everything you can to plan the 
perfect event- but you still want her to unwrap something from 
Mom that will surprise her, warm her heart, and let her know 
you love her. 

One idea is to turn your wedding dress into bridal accessories for
her big day with Unbox the Dress. She’ll be overwhelmed by the 
one-of-a-kind products like the I Do Getting Ready Robe, Ring 
Bearer Pillow or Clutch Purse and the effort you took to surprise 
her. It’ll be the stand-out of the shower that she’ll keep for her 
lifetime! 

The Perfect Gift

"I shipped my 30 year old dress off to be transformed into a robe & ring 
bearer's pillow.  The process only took about 1 month!  I just got them 
back today and am absolutely thrilled with both of the items. I am so 
excited to give these to my daughter at her shower."

-Abby P., Columbus, OH
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Sit down with the bride to 
discuss what she wants 
Start your Dress Redesign 
Process at 
www.unboxthedress.com 
Decide on a budget 
Make guest list  
Pick a date & book a venue!

Send invitations 
Complete any DIY projects 
Plan the Menu, if desired, 
order a special dessert like 
cupcakes 
Decide on games &  activities
Shop for decorations 

Compile RSVPs 
Make a shopping list for 
food/drinks 
Confirm food orders, 
reservations 
Purchase Prizes for Games 
Wrap your Special Unbox 
the Dress Gifts 

Ensure food is ready - pick
up any special orders like 
desserts 
Set up decorations if 
applicable 
Get ready, then relax! 

Final set up 

Bring a notebook to

keep track of gift-

givers

Enjoy this speical time

with your bride-to-be!  

Shower Planning Timline 



What should I wear? 
The two biggest factors when deciding on what to wear are picking 
something you feel confident in and something that compliment’s the
bride’s overall wedding vision.  We’ve rounded up some gorgeous 
mother of the bride dress choices based on popular 2018 wedding 
themes: 

This wedding style is becoming 
increasingly popular.  It’s out with the 
glitter and statement colors and in with 
the neutrals and sophisticated décor.   
To complement the theme, the mother of
the bride should think about wearing a 
dress in a muted color with soft lines and 
a natural silhouette. 

The Minimalist Wedding 

The Classic Wedding 
Classic doesn’t have to mean boring!   This 
theme is a good fit for the bride who wants to 
get married in a church, wear a traditional 
white wedding dress, and have a very formal 
wedding and reception. Mother of the bride 
dresses to go along with the classic style 
typically have a flowy silhouette and lace or 
beaded embellishment. To look age-appropriate
but not stuffy, focus on finding a dress that 
highlights your natural waist, but avoid heavily 
beaded jackets that can feel out-of-date.  



This is the wedding style that is relaxed 
yet chic.  The boho wedding incorporates 
a lot of handmade, natural elements and 
usually features a more neutral color 
scheme with pops of color in the floral 
arrangements and décor.   
The Mother of the bride dresses that pair 
well with this style are lighter in color and 
less formal than uber traditional dresses.  

The Glitz & Glam Wedding 

The Bohemian Wedding 

This style is all about the details. High 
glamour focuses on dramatic décor, bold 
colors, and attire that is anything but plain. 
More is better with this style! The mother of 
the bride can play with heavy 
embellishments, dramatic silhouettes, and fun
colors – so long as they match the overall 
color scheme of the bride’s vision. 



Enjoy this special time together!

With love & good wishes,
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