
 

Traditional/Cultural Wedding Dress photos & symbolism: Post pics here by a number with your 

Melanie Johnson-- Winter 2021 

 
Since there were two of us wanting to do Germany, I decided to do Korea.  My husband served 
his mission in Korea and bought a Korean Wedding Doll at the conclusion of his mission.  He 
gave that to me as a wedding gift.  As illustrated in the photo, the brightly colored gown has 
multiple parts.  

The first layer of clothing is the white undergarment, which consist of a corset layer with a skirt 
attached, acting as a slip.  Beneath the slip, 'bloomers' are worn.  The next layer is the ornate red 
skirt which is attached to a minimal bodice.  Red is used to symbolize prosperity.  Over this is 
worn a multicolored long sleeved cropped jacket, which will be completely covered by the loose 
over-jacket called a Wonsam.  The Wonsam has extremely long and wide sleeves made with 
strips of red, yellow and blue silk with a white cuff.  The Wonsam is made of bright colors of 
silk on the outside and blue silk on the inside.  The two colors are used to symbolize the yin and 
yang of the bride and groom.  Outside colors indicated rank;  commoners are allowed to wear 
green, while colors like yellow and red were reserved for nobility.  A blue belt is then tied 
around the midsection.  

The white section of the sleeve may be embroidered with symbols meant to convey good luck to 
the bride.  Flowers and animals in pairs are common decorations.  

The hair is prepared for a stunning headdress by braiding the back into a low tight bun shaped 
like an upside-down horseshoe.  A black silk cap is pinned to the hair at the forehead.  It is made 
like a pincushion and decorated with multiple spires and beaded tassles dangling onto the 
forehead.  A long stick similar to a hat pin is placed through the bun at the nape of the neck so 
that it extends several inches out on each side of the head.  Over this stick is draped elaborately 
decorated ribbons, so as to lay over the shoulders in the front, and another set to drape over the 
back.  

Loose socks are worn inside plain sandals for commoners, or ornate silk slippers lined with fur 
for the wealthy.  

These outfits are very expensive to make and often were handed down among family.  Repairs to 
the silk often turned into more embroidered designs.  Some villages kept communal Wonsams 
for use of the inhabitants. 

The Korean Wedding Ceremony contains many parts.  Mothers of the bride and groom light 
candles to invite God to the wedding.  The Groom presents a goose to the bride's family.  The 
Bride kneels on the West of a table, the Groom kneels on the East, facing each other.  Both 
symbolically wash their hands.  The Bride uses her large sleeves to veil her face.  The couple 
takes turns bowing to each other, signifying promises to each other.  Wine is poured and offered 
to heaven.  A gourd is split in half, then the wine is poured in each half, the couple exchange 



 

halves and drink from the exchanged gourd.  This represents the union of body and soul.  The 
couple bow to the audience to thank them for witnessing their union and the celebrations begin.  

Sources:  
https://thesoulofseoul.net/2011/11/06/a-wedding-hanbok-fit-for-a-foreigner/ 

https://thesoulofseoul.net/2011/11/09/our-traditional-wedding-ceremony/ 

Pair of Gowns photo by gypsycrystal - https://www.flickr.com/photos/gypsycrystal/154137244/, 
CC BY 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2689017 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hwarot 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wonsam 

 

 
Candice Running German  
 

Traditional German wedding dresses started out as black 
dresses with white veils. Later they changed to white 
wedding dresses and white veils. The Bride has pleats on 
her sleeves and on the neckline/bodice symbolizing power 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wonsam


 

and wealth. There was a tradition for the bride to save her pennies gowning up. With all 
the pennies she saved she would then buy her wedding shoes. The idea was that they 
would then start out there marriage on the right foot. They would also perform a veil 
dance where the unmarried women would try and tear the biggest part of the look like a 
veil. Who ever ripped the biggest section of the veil would then get married next. 
Typically German women's Bouquets were made from hand picked flowers from their 
mother. Similar to the veil dance, they would have a bouquet toss, if the bride had a 
bouquet. Whoever catches the birds bouquet will be married next.  
Sources 
Textbook - Survey of Historic Costume 
https://www.hamburg.com/residents/getting-married/11873636/customs/#:~:text=Dress,
handkerchief%20matching%20the%20bride's%20dress. 
https://www.weddingshoppeinc.com/blogs/weddings/german-wedding-customs  
 

Livia Ricci- Italian  
Winter 2021 
 
Traditional Italian Wedding dresses are white but were not always. In Tuscany, a bride 
used to wear a black dress with a white hat, whereas in Venice brides would walk 
through the church in their second best dress and wear her best dress--her wedding 
dress, would be worn for her first dance as a wife. Of course for brides nowadays it is 
more common to wear white. 
 
One tradition that originated from Roman roots was the veil. Back in Roman times, when 
marriages were arranged by family, the bride would wear a veil to conceal her face from 
her groom before marriage. That is why there was no risk of the bride or groom not going 
ahead with the union. 
 
Another symbolism of the veil in southern Italy is the length of the veil. The length of the 
veil is said to represent the amount of love the couple loves each other--usually a meter 
for every year the couple has been engaged. 
 
I also imagine that traditional catholic Italian dresses were more modest as today you 
are not allowed to go into their churches with too long of a neckline and bare shoulders. 
 
This is a picture of my grandmother’s wedding dress. The photo on the right is on a 
Sicilian bride. 

https://www.hamburg.com/residents/getting-married/11873636/customs/#:~:text=Dress,handkerchief%20matching%20the%20bride's%20dress
https://www.hamburg.com/residents/getting-married/11873636/customs/#:~:text=Dress,handkerchief%20matching%20the%20bride's%20dress
https://www.weddingshoppeinc.com/blogs/weddings/german-wedding-customs


 

 
Textbook- Survey of Historic Costume 
https://www.italymagazine.com/featured-story/italian-wedding-traditions  
http://www.comoinstyle.com/magazine/behind-italian-wedding-superstitions-custo
ms/  
https://www.businessinsider.com/wedding-dresses-from-around-the-world-2017-
2#an-italian-brides-something-blue-is-sometimes-but-not-often-replaced-by-a-gre
en-dress-or-ornament-as-the-color-is-believed-to-bring-luck-and-fertility-28  
 

Allie Lunt: 

I took an ancestry test a year ago and went back, turns out I'm much more Scottish than 

Danish, so I thought I'd do that! 

A traditional Scottish wedding dress is called an "Arisaid." It looked similar to a hooded 

cape that was cinched at the waist. Plaids were important to Scottish culture, as each 

clan had their own uniquely recognizable plaids. While the groom wore his clan plaids, 

also called tartans, the woman wore only pale tartans (or simple stripes). Any bride who 

dared to take on the plaid of the groom's clan at her wedding would be viewed and 

treated as a harlot. 

https://www.italymagazine.com/featured-story/italian-wedding-traditions
http://www.comoinstyle.com/magazine/behind-italian-wedding-superstitions-customs/
http://www.comoinstyle.com/magazine/behind-italian-wedding-superstitions-customs/
https://www.businessinsider.com/wedding-dresses-from-around-the-world-2017-2#an-italian-brides-something-blue-is-sometimes-but-not-often-replaced-by-a-green-dress-or-ornament-as-the-color-is-believed-to-bring-luck-and-fertility-28
https://www.businessinsider.com/wedding-dresses-from-around-the-world-2017-2#an-italian-brides-something-blue-is-sometimes-but-not-often-replaced-by-a-green-dress-or-ornament-as-the-color-is-believed-to-bring-luck-and-fertility-28
https://www.businessinsider.com/wedding-dresses-from-around-the-world-2017-2#an-italian-brides-something-blue-is-sometimes-but-not-often-replaced-by-a-green-dress-or-ornament-as-the-color-is-believed-to-bring-luck-and-fertility-28


 

Aside from the arisaid, brides traditionally wore white, whereas, again, the groom was 

more colorful. "Prior to Queen Victoria's reign (1837-1901) Scottish brides could marry 

in any color dress they chose, as long as it wasn't green or black. Green is associated 

with fairies and black for mourning." (Scottish Weddings). Uniquely in Scottish tradition, 

brides would buy the groom's shirt, and in return he would buy her dress. If they wore a 

tiara or held flowers, you might see a pop of heather (low evergreen shrub) or a thistle, 

special plants to the Scottish country. 

 

Striped Arisaid/Earasaid (it was spelled many ways). 

The Scottish people are very superstitious as well as invested in their history and 

culture, and a wedding was the perfect place to display both characteristics. One (of 

many) traditional wedding customs was for the groom to give his bride a "Luckenbooth." 

This was a heart-shaped brooch given as a token of his love and affection. It could be 



 

given anytime during their relationship, even after marriage. It was seen as a lucky 

charm and would be pinned to a baby's clothing to protect them from harm.  

    

This woman is wearing a Luckenbooth necklace for her wedding. 

https://weddings.lovetoknow.com/wedding-traditions/wedding-history/traditional-scottish

-wedding-dress 

https://www.scottish-at-heart.com/scottish-weddings.html  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earasaid 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earasaid


 

 

The first account of the popular "white" dress that we see today really doesn't appear in 

European fashion until the 18th century. One of the first accounts of a white dress in 

French court was when Mary, Queen of Scotts, was married to Fransis II of France, who 

was soon to be king. White was actually a symbol of mourning for the French courts. 

However, before the superfluous styles of Queen Antionette, wedding clothes were not 

meant to be just worn once. French traditions changed a lot because of King Louis XVI 

and Queen Antionette. I decided to base my research in the 16th century before them. 



 

At the time, that would have been outrageous. They were fashioned to be the next 

Sunday best outfit or for other special occasions. 

The French tradition was to have matching outfits. Most of the time they chose black 

velvet, as that was the most luxurious in fabric type and dye. This was a symbol of 

co-dependence and their union. Black was traditionally known as the color of power, 

humility, and piousness. The Catholic Church was heavily involved in French affairs and 

the clergymen were always in black as a symbol of divinity.  

Their outfits were made individualistic by the distinguishment of gold piping for the King 

and pearls for the new queen. These were also symbolic of their divine right for 

authority.  

https://www.manhattanbride.com/insights/traditions-the-french-wedding/ 

 (Links to an external site.) 

  

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1510-1519/ 

 (Links to an external site.) 

https://tudortimes.co.uk/people/mary-queen-france-life-story/wedding-preparations 

 (Links to an external site.) 

Textbook- Survey of Historic Fashion, pg. 277 

https://www.manhattanbride.com/insights/traditions-the-french-wedding/
https://www.manhattanbride.com/insights/traditions-the-french-wedding/
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1510-1519/
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1510-1519/
https://tudortimes.co.uk/people/mary-queen-france-life-story/wedding-preparations
https://tudortimes.co.uk/people/mary-queen-france-life-story/wedding-preparations


 

 

 


