
Chapter 8 The Renaissance Vocab Terms 

 

1. Stomacher- Stomachers is a triangle piece of 

fabric that was typically contrasting in color 

and decorated. They were made to cover up the 

opening of the front closing bodice or front 

laced up corset.  Doublets would sometimes 

have a deep v at the front where they would put 

the stomacher. The stomacher would 

sometimes be banned and would fit in the 

women's corset. (Candice Running) 

Sources - Textbook Page 209 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stomacher#:~:text=A%20stomacher%20is%20a%20decorated,triangular%20front%

20of%20a%20corset.  

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/stomacher/ 

2. Jerkin or Jacket-  

3. Bases- were skirt-like garments worn from the waist down, 

usually short to the knees.  They were made with striped 

panels placed vertically in ‘organ pipe folds’ or ‘cartridge 

pleats.’  This probably refers to the lined or stiffened gores 

used to create the fat stripes.  These skirts were attached to 

the tight-fitting doublets probably with ties.  These were 

popular in Italy in the early 16th century.  It’s assumed that 

the name ‘bases’ comes from the idea that they are the lower 

part, or ‘base’ of the jacket.  Metal armor was even modelled 

after bases, conforming to the styles of the day.  Bases were 

first worn by Italian military, then the French picked it up 

and wore it as a fashion.  It then spread through Europe.  

Sources:  Textbook p. 209 

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1510-1519/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bases_(fashion) 

Melanie Johnson 

  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stomacher#:~:text=A%20stomacher%20is%20a%20decorated,triangular%20front%20of%20a%20corset
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stomacher#:~:text=A%20stomacher%20is%20a%20decorated,triangular%20front%20of%20a%20corset
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bases_(fashion)


5. Slashings or panes- are slits carved into clothing to allow 

additional freedom of movement, which also allow the 

viewer to see the layer underneath.  Sometimes they actually 

pulled their linen chemise through the slits to make puffs of 

white through the slashings.  Legend says that the 

Swiss army stuffed looted silks into their badly torn 

clothing after pillaging an enemy camp.  That 

would have added warmth to their ragged 

outerwear and also been easier than carrying out 

the textiles in their arms.  The general population 

picked up on this and began to imitate it.  On close 

inspection, it looks like the slashes were done on 

the bias grain, then kind of ‘dagged’ or ‘pinked’ to 

keep them from fraying.  Panes were narrow panels 

of fabric that hung over contrasting layers, causing 

interesting effects in movement.  They were either 

loose panes or bound into the next part of the 

garment.  

Sources:  Textbook p. 210 

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/panes-paning/ 

(Pictures from fitnyc.edu) 

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/slashing/ 

Melanie Johnson 

6. Upper stocks or nether stocks -  

7. Codpieces- 

8. Trunk Hose-  
9. Ruffs - were a separate piece of clothing that was very wide 

and ruffled or pleated. They were worn around the neckline. 

They originated because men wore shirts under their doublet 

that had a small ruffled collar. Although as they become more 

popular and got bigger they became their own article of 

clothing seperate from the shirt. Typically it was lace that was 

starched to be super stiff. Both men and women wore ruffs. The 

width of the fabric used for the ruff were around a ¼ yard wide 

and 18-19 yards in length. (Candice Running) 

 

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/panes-paning/
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/slashing/


Sources - Textbook Page 212 

http://www.thefashionhistorian.com/2011/11/ruffs.html  

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/ruff/  

10. Peascod Belly -This was a part of the men’s bodice. It was to accentuate the 

lower belly and give it a fuller look. They were filled with horsehair, rags, 

cotton, and flax. I imagine this will become a fashion because this means that 

the man is well fed and wealthy. This was the first eccentric uses of a 

silhouette building.  

Sources - Textbook Page 212 

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1570-1579/ 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/explore/elizabeth-i-fashion-and-beauty 

 

11. Galligaskins or slops - 

12. Culottes -  

13. Doublets with Bombast - This is the padding that holds the silhouette of the 

peascod belly for the men’s fashion. This was made of flax, rags, cotton, or 

flocks (feathers). It was a kind of pillow that is quilted together. This bodice 

is found in the Met Museum. The words bombast means to impress.  

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1570-1579/ 

https://www.christiannebakewell.com/blogabout/bombast-curious-fashion-history 

Textbook - 213 

 

14. Canions - 

15. French Bonnet & Corsets - French Bonnet was a pillbox-like shape with a turned-up brim. Some versions 

had a decorative cut out in the brim. In the 16th century Catherine Medici banned thickened waists from 

the court which then promoted the wear of corsets. Instead of the clothes conformed to the body shape, 

they began to shape their bodies to fit the clothes. The corset became a separate piece in undergarments 

and could be laced up at the front or the back. If laced up at the front it had a stomacher that would 

conceal the laces. 

Livia Ricci 
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Textbook 

http://tahliamckellartextiles.weebly.com/corset-timeline.html  

http://www.elizabethancostume.net/headwear/frenchhood.html  

 

16. Copotain-  

17. Duckbills-  

18. Busks--  

19. Chemise gowns 

20. Aiguillettes -  

21. Verdugale- 

22. Spanish Farthingale- 

23. Ropa- 

24. Bum Rolls - A padded roll was placed around the waist to give skirts a 

greater width while making the waist look even smaller and the hips/waist 

bustier. It was a stuffed half-moon shaped cloth casing with ties added so it 

could be attached around the waist. 

 

http://tahliamckellartextiles.weebly.com/corset-timeline.html
http://www.elizabethancostume.net/headwear/frenchhood.html


 

Sources: Textbook pg. 219 

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/bum-roll/ 

https://twonerdyhistorygirls.blogspot.com/2013/05/bustles-bum-rolls-cork-rumps-calvin.html 

Allie Lunt 

25. Wheel, Drum or French Farthingale-  

26. Supportasse- This was a frame to hold up and support the ruff on the wearer’s neck. It was usually made 

of card and covered in fabric to match the dress. The name supportasse is french, but it’s also commonly 

known as the pickadil. They would be threaded onto gowns through small holes in the back or tied in 

front if it needed to support a full-circle ruff.  

 

Sources: Textbook pg. 220 

https://thepragmaticcostumer.wordpress.com/tag/supportasse/  

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/tag/supportasse/  

Allie Lunt 

 

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/bum-roll/
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27. Medici Collars - Named after the Medici Queens in France, Catherine and Marie, in whose reign this style 

was very popular. It was a transition between the ruff and the wide flat collar worn by Louis XIII. It was a 

collar that stood upright on the back of the neck and opened in the front. A Medici Collar was 

traditionally worn with a decollete neckline --a low neckline revealing part of the breasts. This collar is 

often associated with Elisabeth the I of England as she was known for her flare as a fashion icon. 

Livia Ricci 

 

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/medici-collar/ 

http://www.fashionencyclopedia.com/fashion_costume_culture/European-Culture-16th-Century/Medici-C

ollar.html  

Textbook Pg 220 

 

28. Pair of Bodies  

 

 

 

 

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/medici-collar/
http://www.fashionencyclopedia.com/fashion_costume_culture/European-Culture-16th-Century/Medici-Collar.html
http://www.fashionencyclopedia.com/fashion_costume_culture/European-Culture-16th-Century/Medici-Collar.html

