
Chapter 16 The 20's, 30's, 40's, WWII 1920-1947
1. Art Deco- the name comes from an international art expo

that happened in Paris in 1925. The
majority of those showing the luxury
goods were fashion designers. They
included the new style of pattern and
design for the next decade. This
lasted until 1940 and then art deco
was replaced by wide ties, bold

prints, and more tropical themes. The items that I have shown were purchased by Joseph Breck.
He was the curator at the time in the early 1920’s and the purchases that he made in Paris that
year are amongst the most important at the Met Museum today. They are still on display. -Taylor
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1940-1949/
https://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2004/art-deco-paris
Textbook pg. 462

2. Artificial Silk/Rayon
3. Barrymore collar & California Collar
4. Bob - meant to cut your hair short. The bob was worn

many different ways, with the hair curled under, with
bangs, with the hair tapered to the neck and so on. Irene
Castle was the first to bob her hair off for convenience
because she was a dancer, and so the trend began. In a
vogue magazine they featured a transformation page,
where you could visualize yourself with a bob before
cutting off all your hair. Several salons didn’t feel
comfortable or wanted to cut girls' hair off that short, so
women would go to barber shops to get the Bob. Flappers
typically had bobs. Candice Running

Sources: Textbook - Page 467
https://fashionista.com/2017/04/bob-short-haircut-hairstyle-history
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2013/08/the-history-behind-the-names-of-various-hairstyles/
#:~:text=Quite%20possibly%20the%20best%2Dknown,modern%20debut%20in%20the%201920s.&tex
t=As%20for%20the%20name%2C%20this,%E2%80%9D%20meaning%20%E2%80%9Cshort%20hair
%E2%80%9D.

5. Chambre de Syndicale
6. Chukka Boots-
7. Clasp Locker
8. Cloche Hat- popular in the 1920’s. It was a brimless hat that was made to

accessorize the short, bowl cut hairstyles. This hairstyle was called the
Eton crop. But like the hemlines, the hair grew longer as well and the style
of the hat faded. The first cloche hat was designed in 1917 by Lucie

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1940-1949/
https://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2004/art-deco-paris
https://fashionista.com/2017/04/bob-short-haircut-hairstyle-history
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2013/08/the-history-behind-the-names-of-various-hairstyles/#:~:text=Quite%20possibly%20the%20best%2Dknown,modern%20debut%20in%20the%201920s.&text=As%20for%20the%20name%2C%20this,%E2%80%9D%20meaning%20%E2%80%9Cshort%20hair%E2%80%9D
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2013/08/the-history-behind-the-names-of-various-hairstyles/#:~:text=Quite%20possibly%20the%20best%2Dknown,modern%20debut%20in%20the%201920s.&text=As%20for%20the%20name%2C%20this,%E2%80%9D%20meaning%20%E2%80%9Cshort%20hair%E2%80%9D
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2013/08/the-history-behind-the-names-of-various-hairstyles/#:~:text=Quite%20possibly%20the%20best%2Dknown,modern%20debut%20in%20the%201920s.&text=As%20for%20the%20name%2C%20this,%E2%80%9D%20meaning%20%E2%80%9Cshort%20hair%E2%80%9D
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2013/08/the-history-behind-the-names-of-various-hairstyles/#:~:text=Quite%20possibly%20the%20best%2Dknown,modern%20debut%20in%20the%201920s.&text=As%20for%20the%20name%2C%20this,%E2%80%9D%20meaning%20%E2%80%9Cshort%20hair%E2%80%9D


Hamer. It was a cross-over from the short brim straw hat style. -Taylor
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1920-1929/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/156750
Textbook pg. 468

9. Clutch Coat
10. Dishrag Shirt
11. Eisenhower Jacket & Battle Jacket-
12. The Guards Coat
13. Flappers - young women known for their energetic freedom, embracing a lifestyle viewed by

many at the time as outrageous, immoral or downright dangerous. The classic image of a flapper
is that of a stylish young party girl. Flappers smoked in public, drank alcohol, danced at jazz
clubs and practiced a sexual freedom that shocked the Victorian morality of their parents.

Allie Lunt
Sources: Textbook
https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/flappers
https://www.history.com/news/flappers-roaring-20s-women-empowerment

14. Hookless Fasteners & Zipper
15. Lacoste Knit Shirt
16. Lastex
17. Mackinaw

18. Marcel Wave was a hairstyle created by the use of a
new invention-- curling tongs.  They were heated over a
flame and very dangerous to use.  In untrained hands, hair
could be burnt, or at least not set.  Francois Marcel
popularized the technique in the 1920‘s and made millions
selling the first electric curling iron in 3 barrel sizes.

Sources:  Textbook p. 469

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1920-1929/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/156750
https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/flappers
https://www.history.com/news/flappers-roaring-20s-women-empowerment


http://www.1920-30.com/fashion/hairstyles/marcel-wave.html
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Marcel-Wave
Melanie Johnson

19. Oxford Bags - Students at Oxford weren’t allowed to wear knickers on campus, so in order to
change their pants quickly, they started wearing wide legged pants over their knickers so as soon
as they were off campus they could be in their knickers. That is where the oxford bags originated
from. Typically made of a flannel or lightweight material.
LIVIA RICCI
Textbook
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/oxford-bags-pants
https://vintagedancer.com/1920s/mens-pants-history/

20. Parka Jacket
21. Pork Pie Hat

22. Racoon Coat- Young
men and women wore
raccoon coats for motoring
or to football games. It was
especially popular amongst
college students. Most
popular racoon coats were
full length, dark in colour with a shawl collar and thick
leather buttons.
LIVIA RICCI
Textbook

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raccoon_coat
https://www.messynessychic.com/2014/11/26/the-1920s-college-kids-and-the-fur-pimp-coat-craz
e/

23. Surrealism - As early as 1924, the surrealist movement linked art, philosophy, and literature in
dealing with ideas of the mind, the unconscious, the boundary between reality and imagination,
and the irrational. Typically, surrealist art uses motifs of easily recognizable subjects – such as
animals, human anatomy, instruments, and shapes – to express the dream-like state of the work.
The uncanny strangeness that classifies surrealist art is the very quality that, unsurprisingly, drew
fashion designers to begin exploring the movement as early as the 1930s.

http://www.1920-30.com/fashion/hairstyles/marcel-wave.html
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Marcel-Wave
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/oxford-bags-pants
https://vintagedancer.com/1920s/mens-pants-history/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raccoon_coat
https://www.messynessychic.com/2014/11/26/the-1920s-college-kids-and-the-fur-pimp-coat-craze/
https://www.messynessychic.com/2014/11/26/the-1920s-college-kids-and-the-fur-pimp-coat-craze/


Allie Lunt
Sources: Textbook
https://www.history.com/topics/art-history/surrealism-history
https://www.minniemuse.com/articles/art-of/surrealist-fashion

24. T-Shirts
25. Teddie
26. Zoot Suits-  These were suits that minorities - mostly Latin

Americans or African Americans-- wore during the 1940’s. They
were made by buying an English drape suit 2 sizes or more too large,
then taking in the pants at the ankles.  No designer actually designed
them- they were just adopted en masse by minorities who frequented
dance halls.  Men wore the too-large pants up high on their abdomen,
and the suit coats hung low and loose.  The wide lapels and large
shoulder pads made the men look larger in them.  The pants were
taken in at the ankles because they danced the jitterbug in them.
During the war, rationing made wearing these suits ‘treasonously
indulgent’ and ‘an inherently disobedient act.’  Youth wearing these
outfits were looked at by affluent whites as ‘menacing street thugs,
gang members and rebellious juvenile delinquents.’ In June 1943
white soldiers and sailors beat up anyone wearing them in the Los
Angeles area, an event now called the ‘Zoot Suit Riots.’ They
considered anyone wearing them ‘Anti-American.’  This took place
over a week of unrest and resulted in the injury and arrest of
hundreds of minorities.  Police watched the assaults, then arrested the
victims.  No whites were arrested.  This is the first time in recorded

https://www.history.com/topics/art-history/surrealism-history
https://www.minniemuse.com/articles/art-of/surrealist-fashion


history that fashion was the cause of civil unrest.  The style faded in the 1950’s.
Sources: Textbook p. 482
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/brief-history-zoot-suit-180958507/
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/zoot-suit-riots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoot_Suit_Riots
Melanie Johnson

27. Shingle & Eton Haircuts - Shingled haircuts were tapered in the back like a man's haircut and
were extremely short. The hair cut framed the head, covered the ears, and had bangs. It was a
more fenimane mens haircut. The Eaton hairstyles were closely cropped. This hairstyle was
daring and bold because it was so short, for a woman. The eaton worked perfectly for the thigh
hats because it was so short and close to the head. Again like the bob both these haircuts would
be done in a barber shop. Candice Running

Sources: Textbook Page - 467
https://glamourdaze.com/2015/08/iconic-1920s-hairstyle-the-pringle-shingle.html
https://creativeheadmag.com/education-hair-histories-the-eton-crop/

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/brief-history-zoot-suit-180958507/
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/zoot-suit-riots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoot_Suit_Riots
https://glamourdaze.com/2015/08/iconic-1920s-hairstyle-the-pringle-shingle.html
https://creativeheadmag.com/education-hair-histories-the-eton-crop/

