
Chapter 13: 1850-1869 The Crinoline Period

1. Barege-
2. Basque-
3. Bloomer Costume
4. Blue Jeans: The official birthdate of Blue Jeans is
May 20, 1873, when Levi Strauss and customer turned
business partner James Davis received the patent for
reinforcement rivets in work pants.  See more information
under ‘Levi’s’ below.

Sources:  Textbook p. 376
Levi Strauss and Jacob Davis Patent Blue Jeans

https://offtheclothboff.com/2016/05/20/on-this-day-the-20th-may-1873/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/the-origin-of-blue-jeans-89612175/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130429105158/http://museums.nevadaculture.org/dmdocuments/mus-let3
7.pdf
Melanie Johnson

5. Cage Crinoline - it is the cage created to help support the
hoop skirt and hold its form. They were several different circles
made of either whale bone, cane, or steel that increased in size
going from the waist to the floor. They were made to help form
the silhouette they wanted. The Cage Crinoline was covered with
fabric either the petticoat or a different skirt to protect the fancy
dress going over the cage. Candice Running

Sources: Textbook Page 361
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/cage-crinoline/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/82072

6. Chambre Syndicale de la Couture Parisienne- an
organization of couturiers that is still active in the French Haute Couture. Originally founded by Charles Worth,
and was expanded by his sons. He went from dressing his wife in his designs to dressing Queens. This
organization's initial purpose was to stop designs from being copied. His proteges were fashion legends Coco
Chanel, Cristóbal Balenciaga, and Christian Dior.

Textbook
https://www.fashion-era.com/chambre_syndicale.htm
https://aeworld.com/fashion/in-focus/the-history-of-haute-couture/
LIVIA RICCI

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/levi-strauss-and-jacob-davis-receive-patent-for-blue-jeans
https://offtheclothboff.com/2016/05/20/on-this-day-the-20th-may-1873/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/the-origin-of-blue-jeans-89612175/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130429105158/http://museums.nevadaculture.org/dmdocuments/mus-let37.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20130429105158/http://museums.nevadaculture.org/dmdocuments/mus-let37.pdf
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/cage-crinoline/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/82072
https://www.fashion-era.com/chambre_syndicale.htm
https://aeworld.com/fashion/in-focus/the-history-of-haute-couture/


7. Frock Coat
8. Garibaldi Blouse-
9. Inverness Cape- Also called ulster coat. It is an overcoat that was large and
loose ending at the waist. The Inverness cape did not have sleeves, instead an arm
hole benthe the cap. They are waterproof and worn more as an outdoor coat. The
wide armhole was helpful because then they could move their arms while not
getting them wet or unbuttoning the cap. Several fictional characters wore this cap
during this time like Sherlock holmes. Candice Running

Sources: Textbook Page 372

https://www.historicalemporium.com/store/mens-coats.php?&type=Inverness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inverness_cape

10. Knickerbockers, Knickers: Loose fitting pants that are gathered at the waist and then gathered below the
knee with a band that was buckled or buttoned.  They are wider and longer than knee breeches of earlier eras.
They were worn by men as sportswear for riding, shooting and hunting after 1850.  Boys
wore them at play.  Knickerbocker
suits for boys were composed of
knickers and a short collarless jacket.
Older boys added a vest to that outfit.
Child photo is from 1867.

Sources:  Textbook pps.
371-374

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/knickerbockers/
https://www.thevintagenews.com/2018/04/08/breeching-boys-2/

Melanie Johnson
11. Levi’s: Levi Strauss, a Jewish German immigrant came to America when he was 18 with his mother and
siblings.  He worked for his brothers, who had immigrated a few years earlier, at their dry goods store in New

https://www.historicalemporium.com/store/mens-coats.php?&type=Inverness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inverness_cape
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/knickerbockers/
https://www.thevintagenews.com/2018/04/08/breeching-boys-2/


York City.  When gold was discovered in 1849, Levi moved west and opened up his own dry goods store in San
Francisco in 1853.  Like his brothers, he sold ready made clothing, fabric
and other dry goods to the local inhabitants.  One of his customers, Jacob
Davis of Reno Nevada, had been making pants for local gold miners out
of Strauss’ canvas fabric.  He had an idea for an improvement to his
pants design-- a rivet to reinforce pockets and the zipper area.  He
couldn’t afford to patent it.  He asked Strauss to help fund the venture.
They got the patent in 1873 and started selling work pants, what Davis
called, ‘waist overalls.’  The name ‘blue jeans’ stuck. At first they hired
seamstresses to sew them at home, but soon they started a factory in the
city.  Davis became the production manager.  They had used canvas, but
changed to denim fabric which they dyed blue to cover stains.

Sources:  Textbook p. 376
https://www.levistrauss.com/levis-history/
https://www.biography.com/fashion-designer/levi-strauss
https://www.levistrauss.com/2013/03/14/the-story-of-levi-strauss/
https://offtheclothboff.com/2016/05/20/on-this-day-the-20th-may-1873/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/the-origin-of-blue-jeans-89612175/
Melanie Johnson

12. Lounging Jacket
13. Middy blouse-
14. Morning Coat-
15. Pea Jacket-
16. Pelisse Mantle- Mantle is actually the German word for coat. The coat was very
loosely fitted. It was much like the Bournous that I talked about last time. They share the
same function of laying over wide skirts. The main difference between the two is that the
pelisse was known to have a fur trim and have a high collar. However, some describe it
to have a fitted empire or higher waistline. -Taylor Smith

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/pelisse/
https://stephaniesmart.wixsite.com/stephaniesmart/single-post/2018/11/26/pelisse

Textbook 366

17. Princess Dress -
18. Raglan Cape -
19. Reefer - Loose double breasted jackets  with side vents and small collars. These
were also worn as overcoats. Many of the lines and length of the jacket although stylish were purely functional.
They were first worn by sailors called “reefers” who climbed the mass rigging and unfurling sails. To move

https://www.levistrauss.com/levis-history/
https://www.biography.com/fashion-designer/levi-strauss
https://www.levistrauss.com/2013/03/14/the-story-of-levi-strauss/
https://offtheclothboff.com/2016/05/20/on-this-day-the-20th-may-1873/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/the-origin-of-blue-jeans-89612175/
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/pelisse/
https://stephaniesmart.wixsite.com/stephaniesmart/single-post/2018/11/26/pelisse


around in a long coat would be cumbersome or even life threatening. First worn by the Dutch, it was
popularized by the British.

Textbook
https://therake.com/stories/style/pea-coat-history/
https://www.heddels.com/2015/12/the-history-of-the-peacoat-from-navy-to-normalcy/

20. Rotonde -
21. Sack Jacket- Also known as the lounging jacket, was a popular coat style that had no
waistline and was loose. This could be the ancestor of the suit coats that we have today. It
had replaced the frock and the mourning coat. Some were patterned to have a very large dart
from the arm to the waist as to give somewhat of a contour.  This jacket was very informal,
something that men would wear during the day. Eventually it would incorporate matching
vests and trousers. It was first worn by working class men and then became the casual
fashion for upper class men. This also was the ancestor of the tuxedo, which at this point
was a formal wear that would be worn at gentlemen’s clubs. -Taylor Smith

http://www.historicalmenswear.com/1800s/
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1890-1899/
Textbook 366

22. Sailor Suits
23. Shawl Mantle -
24. Snood - In the 1860’s, women would wear hair extensions, pulled back into a net called a snood. It was
often made of colored silk or chenille.

Sources: Textbook pg. 367
http://www.1860garmentsbyglenda.com/accessories.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1988-02-18-vw-43620-story.html
25. Talma Mantle

https://therake.com/stories/style/pea-coat-history/
https://www.heddels.com/2015/12/the-history-of-the-peacoat-from-navy-to-normalcy/
http://www.historicalmenswear.com/1800s/
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1890-1899/
http://www.1860garmentsbyglenda.com/accessories.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1988-02-18-vw-43620-story.html


26. Wide Awake (hat)
27. Zouave - Derived from the uniforms of Algerian troops that fought as part of the French army during the
American Civil War, the Zouave was a short, collarless women’s jacket, trimmed with braid and often worn
over a Garibaldi shirt.
Allie Lunt

Sources: Textbook pg. 366
https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah_398524
https://genealogylady.net/2015/09/06/fashion-moments-bolero-zouave-jackets/

https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah_398524
https://genealogylady.net/2015/09/06/fashion-moments-bolero-zouave-jackets/

