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Ten Feet Tall becomes Singapore’s biggest shoe retailer as 6000 pairs of 

school shoes set foot in Singapore 

- New children’s school shoe business launches fitting studio in Holland Village this 

week 

- 16 girls styles and 10 boys styles sourced from Start-rite, Petasil and Ricosta 

- Five big International schools signed up as partners 

- School Shoe Bank to collect old school shoes and send to children in other parts of 

Asia 

05.07.16.   Ten Feet Tall, a new children's school shoe business, opens the doors to 

its new fitting studio in Holland Village Shopping Centre this week, the first of its 

kind in Singapore.  The company is set to transform the children's school shoe 

market with an unrivalled breadth and depth of stock, already making it the 

biggest shoe retailer in Singapore.   They have carefully selected 16 fabulous styles 

for girls and 10 for boys from three of the leading European brands Start-rite, 

Petasil and Ricosta.   Shoes are priced between $95-$150, in line with what people 

would expect to pay in their home market and with over 6000 pairs in stock, 

parents will no longer have to shop for shoes abroad over the summer holidays. 

Founders Nicola Bradley and Samantha Shorten were both frustrated by not being 

able to find quality school shoes in Singapore for their children so decided to do it 

themselves.   They are passionate about proper measuring and fitting and brought 

in the ex CEO of Clarke’s in Australia and now Start-rite’s head trainer, Tim 

Jackson, to train their eight expert fitters for a week.   They have also appointed 

Helen Crawford from the Osteopathy and Podiatry Centre in Singapore as their 

consulting podiatrist.   Helen and her team will be available for free mini 

consultations at the shop and pop-up events to help educate parents about the 

importance of foot measurement and foot health. 

Nicola Bradley, co-founder of Ten Feet Tall commented:   “Sam and I struggled to 

find school shoes for our own children and realised many of our friends had the 

same problem.  It seemed crazy that people were either guessing the size of their 

child’s feet and ordering online or taking an extra suitcase back home over the 

summer to fill with shoes.   With a proper measuring and fitting service and over 

6000 pairs on their doorstep, parents will no longer need to shop for school shoes 



over the holidays.” 

In addition to the fitting studio, leading International schools Dulwich College, 

Tanglin Trust, St Joseph’s Institution, Dover Court and Marlborough College Malaysia 

have all jumped at the chance to introduce Ten Feet Tall as their preferred shoe 

supplier with more school partners in the pipeline.   Ten Feet Tall will be taking its 

pop up shop and team of fitters to orientation days and uniform sales at the 

schools just before the start of the new term in July and August (see Notes to 

Editor for dates and times). 

Samantha Shorten, co-founder of Ten Feet Tall, said: “At Ten Feet Tall we know 

there’s no such thing as an average school day. Every second is jam-packed with 

new experiences and opportunities so school shoes have a lot to keep up with. 

Whether you are running from class to assembly, dancing through break or having 

a kick about at lunchtime, our fabulous range of school shoes will live up to the 

challenge.”  

Ten Feet Tall’s consulting podiatrist Helen Crawford from the Osteopathy and 

Podiatry Centre, said:   “Children spend more time in their school shoes than any 

other in their lifetime.  Their feet don’t stop growing until they are 18 and so it is 

absolutely critical that they wear properly fitted leather school shoes to protect 

their feet.   Having worked in Singapore for 20 years I’ve struggled to recommend 

somewhere for parents to go to buy school shoes.  Until now.  I am excited to work 

alongside Sam, Nicola and their team at Ten Feet Tall as they seek to provide 

parents with a fantastic choice of quality school shoes and an expert measuring 

and fitting service right here in Singapore.” 

Ten Feet Tall also wants to stand for something special.   When you visit them for 

new shoes, they ask you to bring your old pair in to their School Shoe Bank. Young 

feet grow so quickly they’ll be good enough for someone else to wear.     They will 

polish, pack and send every pair to children in other parts of Asia who really need 

them. 

For more information visit: 

www.tenfeettallshoes.com or www.facebook.com/tenfeettallshoes 

- ends - 

http://www.tenfeettallshoes.com/
http://www.facebook.com/


Notes to Editors 

Pop up dates: 

• July 30th & Aug 1st at St Joseph’s International Institution  

• 19th August at Dover Court International School 

• 18th & 26th August at Tanglin Trust School 

• 25th August at Marlborough College Malaysia 

Shop opening times in Holland Village, #02-16 Holland Village Shopping Centre, 

(except for public holidays): 

• Monday, Tuesday 11am - 6pm, 

• Wednesday 11am - 7pm 

• Thursday, Friday, Saturday 11am - 6pm 

• Sunday 11am - 2pm 

Biographies: 

Samantha Shorten:  Prior to moving to Singapore in 2013, Sam was one of the 

Directors of Blue Rubicon, London's top corporate PR agency with clients which 

included major high street brands such as Waitrose, Sainsbury's, Cadbury and 

Unilever. She set up the Asia Pacific operation in Singapore two years ago but then 

subsequently sold the entire international company to a US conglomerate at the 

highest multiple of any UK business sale.  

Samantha is mum to Isabella (4), Jack (3) and Arya (1).  

Nicola Bradley: Nicola is an ex-Accenture Retail Consultant who moved from 

London to Asia 12 years ago. She has lived in Hong Kong, Tokyo and Singapore. 

During this time she has worked with global retailers such as Marks & Spencer, Best 

Buy US, Walmart and Tesco. Her areas of expertise are in business streamlining and 

global expansion, notably into new Asian markets.  

Nicola is mum to Florence (7) and Carys (5) 

Helen Crawford:  Helen gained her degree in Podiatric Medicine with a Distinction 

in London and subsequently gained extensive work experience in the UK, including 

retail experience in a shoe shop as she is a qualified UK shoe fitter. Her specialist 

areas in the UK were in diabetic foot and biomechanics. Since 1995 Helen has 

worked in a wide variety of settings in Singapore and has been instrumental in the 

setting up and running of several hospitals’ podiatry departments. She is also an 

active member of the Podiatry Association (Singapore). Helen has vast experience 

in dealing with all aspects of podiatry however since marrying a 'flat footer' and 

having her children, she has a special interest in paediatrics. 



 




