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“Religion is important because at the center of the great religious    
traditions is the pursuit of peace. South Africa needs peace, the world 
needs peace and I am convinced that if we were to put into practice the 
central tenets of Christianity, Judaism, African traditional religions, 
Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and other faiths—all of which have a lot 
in common—there would be peace in the world.” 
       —Nelson Mandela 

Dennis Cruywagen 

Much has been written about Nelson Mandela, but in 2018 we celebrate Mandela’s centenary. In the first book 
of its kind, acclaimed South African journalist and former parliamentary spokesperson for the African National 
Congress, Dennis Cruywagen, shares how Nelson Mandela balanced his Christian faith with his political 
views. He explores how the beloved leader reconciled his own beliefs with the hard truth that religion had   
often been used as a tool to oppress his people.  
 
Nelson Mandela revealed nothing about his personal religious beliefs in his writings or in his public  
pronouncements. He purposely avoided discussing them in his autobiography for political reasons, but hose 
who were closest to him knew that he held Christian views. At Mandela’s request, the final components of his  
funeral followed the Methodist service. 
 
Tracing the spiritual aspects of Mandela’s life from his youth in a Thembu village, to his education at  
Wesleyan and Methodist mission schools, to his time as an activist, his incarceration on Robben Island, and the 
years thereafter, Cruywagen mines interviews with some of Mandela’s close colleagues, as well as religious 
leaders with whom he interacted to reveal an unknown dimension of one of recent history’s most respected 
men.  
 
Mandela Day is July 18th, celebrating Mandela’s birthdate.  
 
Dennis Cruywagen is a journalist, political commentator, and former parliamentary spokesperson for the ANC. He  
previously served as deputy editor of the Pretoria News and a political reporter for the Cape Argus. He is a recipient of 
a Nieman Fellowship and a Mason Fellowship at Harvard University, and holds a master’s degree from Harvard’s  
Kennedy School of Government. He is also the author of Brothers in War and Peace, a detailed look at he lives of  
Abraham and Constand Viljoen. He lives in Cape Town, South Africa.  
 

To receive a review copy or to arrange an interview with Dennis Cruywagen, please contact  
Donna Spurlock at (617) 926-0329, ext. 122, or via email dspurlock@charlesbridge.com.  
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