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The vineyard year always starts with pruning after Queen’s Birthday in June. After a few 
good frosty nights Lorraine Wilson started to prune our home vineyard and ended by end of 
August. 
 
We saw the first shoots in the Pinot Noir block on September 10th. A few very cold nights at 
the beginning of October, especially from the 2nd to the 3rd of October, made us worry but 
luckily we had no frost damage. 
 
Flowering was slightly earlier than average with excellent fruit-set across all varieties and 
was completed by December 10th. The grafted blocks with Malbec and Syrah were a little bit 
later and the flowering was finished by December 22nd.  
 
This year leaf plucking was done only by hand and it worked perfectly. The vineyard crew did 
a really good job. 
 
We were worried about the early ripening/changing colours of the grapes. It looked like we 
would have to start with harvest/picking at the beginning of March and we started to 
protect the berries from the birds at the end of January. 
 
From December through to April, Blenheim received just 43mm of rain, the lowest rainfall 
total on record for this period for 79 years. It was considerably cooler than the last two 
vintages and nature created the perfect backdrop for what would unfold as a sensational 
Marlborough harvest. 
 
Harvest started (we hand pick all our grapes) on March 13th, seven days later than 2019 and 
the last grapes were picked on April 16th, six days later than 2019. 
The wines, not surprisingly, are of similar pedigree as in 2019 in terms of their clean, ripe 
flavour profile. What sets this vintage apart are the positive cool climate aspects. The wines 
are intensely aromatic with superb structure and elegance. Again, we tried to pick at 
moderate sugar levels to avoid high alcohol levels and to emphasize each wine’s finer 
details. Now, with two excellent back-to-back vintages in the cellar we expect each one to 
shine with its own personality.  
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