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The new season started with bud burst in the second week of September. Frost played its part in 

the early growing season with a significant event on September 30th which severely damaged 

some vineyards in parts of Marlborough that are usually safe. The frost prone Southern Valleys, 

where much of our fruit comes from, coped well with established frost protection in place. We 

experienced some damage in our own vineyard surrounding the winery, but no more than 5 to 

15%.  

However, the greater impact on the low yields in 2021 can be linked directly to the wet and cool 

weather conditions in November which coincided with an unusually early flowering.  The more 

sensitive Dijon clones of Pinot Noir were affected the most. In addition, the previous summer of 

2020, which determines the fruitfulness of the following year, was cooler than normal, hence the 

potential crop for 2021 was already on the lower side.  

In summary, our Pinot Noir was down by 30 to 60%, Malbec was also low and variable, Riesling 

and Syrah just slightly below average.  

Even though there was significant powdery mildew pressure reported in the district, our vineyard 

remained absolutely clean. This is a direct result of a well-managed canopy with good airflow and 

superior spray application with a more sophisticated sprayer that gave improved coverage while 

using less product. Equally important, of course, was the discipline to keep to a strict timely 

program which is key when working with organic sprays.  

Summer was again fresh with only 5 days over 30°C followed by unseasonably cold days, yet the 

nights were comparatively moderate resulting in the entire season being 0.4°C warmer than 

average. This, together with the low crop load on the vines, in turn made for one of the earliest 

vintages we have seen starting on March 3rd with Pinot Noir and finishing with Malbec on April 

9th. 

Picking of some Pinot Noir clones was very slow as we tried to eliminate any shrivelled berries but 

the majority was easy as the remaining fruit was harvested in very clean and excellent condition.  

As to harvest itself, our 30th vintage was as relaxed as a vintage can possibly be due to the small 

crops and brilliant weather. The fruit was ripe and healthy with good structure and we were able 

to vinify each wine with utmost care and attention to detail.  

This year was again marked by relatively cool weather conditions and there are similarities 

between the two years in terms of vibrancy and terroir transparency. If 2020 is anything to go by, 

2021 looks set to give us small quantities of outstanding wines that at this point could be 

described as expressive and dense yet with purity and elegance.  
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