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FROMM Vintage Report 2020 

 

The first part of the growing season was rather uneventful with bud burst starting around 

September 10th, followed by favourable growing conditions. There were some cool nights in  

early October and frost machines could be heard in parts of the Southern Valleys. No  

damage was reported from the vineyards we source our fruit from.  

Flowering was slightly earlier than average with excellent fruit-set across all varieties. From 

December through to April, Blenheim received just 43mm of rain, the lowest rainfall in 

Marlborough for this period in 79 years. At the same time, apart from two weeks of warm  

summer weather in January, it was much cooler than the previous two years. As a result,  

vintage started on March 13th, one week later than in 2019, and it was looking very  

promising.  

12 days later, with a large part of New Zealand moving into lockdown, we were very grateful  

to be able to continue with our vintage, a privilege which the industry as a whole has  

responded to with utmost discipline and respect for the necessary strict protocols. As in  

2019, we were blessed with very kind weather right through vintage, resulting in clean, ripe  

fruit, which made hand-picking fast and enjoyable. 

The wines, not surprisingly, are of similar pedigree as in 2019 in terms of their clean, ripe  

flavour profile. What sets this vintage apart are the positive cool climate aspects. The wines  

are intensely aromatic with superb structure and elegance. Again, we tried to pick at  

moderate sugar levels to avoid high alcohols and emphasise each wine’s finer details. Now, 

with two excellent back to back vintages in the cellar we expect each one to shine with its  

own personality.  

If we would have to single out some highlights, the Riesling Spätlese for its perfect ripeness,  

purity and superb structure is amongst the best we have ever made. Also, Syrah and Malbec  

are very expressive with beautiful balance and harmony at this early stage.  

2020 will go down as an extraordinary vintage for the quality and the circumstances  

surrounding harvest. The only sad casualty was the social aspect and interaction with the  

wider vintage team, but on the other hand, we had no visitors, no phone calls, no  

distractions, so we could fully focus on making the most out of this exceptional vintage. 

 

 


