
Miss Eleanor Louisa Choyce (Louie) 

…‘My dear Choicey…’

school, leaving Louie looking 
for another position. Beatrix’s 
le�er in �e Times had inspired 
her to apply for a change of 
situation.  

‘Your le	er reached me this 
morning;’ wrote Beatrix, ‘do you 
mind telling me are you a girl or 
middle aged?’ Louie was forty 
years old, ten years Beatrix’s 
junior. In the same le�er 
Beatrix commented: ‘Your le	er 
is ve� earnest; I wonder if you 
have a sense of humour!’ But she 

I

needn’t have worried, because 
they appeared to hit it off 
instantly.

References obtained, poor 
Louie arrived in Sawrey, only to 
be taken ill with measles ‘it was 
a most unlucky beginning…’, 
wrote Beatrix in a le�er to 
Louie’s mother, ‘but I am glad it 
did not break out the ve� next 
day, as I had time to get a li	le 
acquainted, and I saw that she 
was going to be a ve� helpful 
worker’ — indeed, she was 
already si�ing up in bed 
darning socks!

Thirty-eight le�ers from 
Beatrix Po�er to Louie Choyce 
have survived, and have been 
published by the Beatrix Po�er 
Society, with the permission of 
Louie’s nephew. They reveal 
that, farming aside, Beatrix and 
Louie shared many common 
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In Cecily Parsley’s Nurse� Rhymes™, it is Louie’s verse that 
accompanies the We have a li	le garden illustration.

interests and their 
correspondence is full of talk 
about their gardens and the 
flowers that are in bloom, the 
tasks in hand and the cu�ings 
they exchanged. 

Beatrix referred to Louie as ‘our 
singing bird’ as she apparently 
had a good singing voice, 

backed up with excellent piano 
skills which she exercised at 
gatherings and local dances, to 
which Willie and Beatrix 
would enthusiastically a�end. 
Although Beatrix didn’t dance, 
she loved listening to the folk 
songs and watching the 
country dancing.

It is testament to their 
friendship that she invited 
Louie and her brother, Thomas, 
to come and stay in Hill Top 
during the Second World War, 
for fear that it, being empty, 
would be commandeered for 
housing evacuees — she didn’t 
trust her beloved property to 
just anyone!

When she died, Beatrix le� her 
piano to Louie in her will. 
Louie died on 30th December 
1963 at the grand old age of 
eighty-seven.

     n     1916, Beatrix Po�er 
         received a le�er from 
Eleanor (Louie) Choyce in 
response to a le�er Beatrix had 
sent to �e Times about the 
shortage of labour on small 
farms in wartime (See ‘Beatrix 
Po�er’s Life’). Louie was 
offering her services at Hill 
Top Farm and theirs was to 
become a lasting friendship for 
the rest of Beatrix’s life.

Born in 1876, Louie was the 
eldest of five children of 
Benjamin Coley Choyce and 
Eleanor Jane Moxon. She came 
from a farming background, 
having been born and raised 
on her parents’ and 
grandparents’ farm at Harris 
Bridge, Twycross, Leicestershire 
and her maternal grandparents 
farmed too, in Lincolnshire. 

Louie was a governess, and that 
year her young charge, Denys 
Lowson — who grew up to 
become Sir Denys Lowson, the 
youngest ever Lord Mayor of 
London — was sent away to 
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Louie Choyce

Louie Choyce and her home.



       en Tom Storey recalled
      arriving as shepherd at 
Troutbeck Park farm, he 
admi�ed that Beatrix ‘didn’t 
know a lot about sheep then but 
she loved them, the Herdwicks.’ 

Today, hill farming is facing 
a crisis. A downward turn in 
the wool trade and lower meat 
prices are an ever growing 
threat to the very existence of 
the breed and these comments 
are as true today as they were a 
hundred years ago when two 
influential characters fought 
for the survival of Herdwicks. 
The first, Canon Hardwicke 
Rawnsley*, one of the founders 
of the National Trust and the 
founder of the Herdwick Sheep 
Breeders’ Association (1899) 
plus close friend of Beatrix; the 
second was Beatrix herself, 

Herdwicks
‘It was her love was Herdwick sheep.’  [Tom Storey]

who used the profits from her 
books to buy land and farms 
to protect the Lakeland way 
of life she admired so much 
from developers. Between them 
they fought to keep the 
traditions and way of life of the 
hill farmers alive during times 
of hardship and great change 
— and the survival of the 
breed owes a lot to them both. 

Believed to be as old as the 
hills themselves, the true 
origins of this Lakeland breed 
are obscure, but strong 
evidence points to a 
Scandinavian link, as not only 
does the word herdwvck (herdvic) 
hark back to the old Norse 
word for a sheep pasture, but 
both Lakeland and Icelandic 
shepherds still share a unique 
vocabulary for sheep 
husbandry — using terms 
such as a ‘twinter’ for a 
two-year old sheep, ‘trinter’ 
or ‘thrinter’ a three-year old 
sheep, and a ‘gimmer’ (gymmer 
in Norway) for a female before 
its first lambing. Beatrix was 
very aware of this, once writing:  
‘ve� interesting words they are, 
for they are supposed to be one 

of the few remains of the old Celtic 
language.’

A unique trait to this breed is 
‘heafing’. He�ed sheep have an 
inherent knowledge of their 
territory, which has been 
passed down from generation 
to generation for centuries. 
When she died, Beatrix 
bequeathed fourteen farms, 
running to a total of 4,000 
acres to the National Trust, 
stipulating in her will that the 
flocks of Herdwicks had to 
remain on their heaf forever as 
‘Landlord’s Stock’ — ‘it would be 
wicked’ to do otherwise. Today, 
most of the central Lakeland 
fell farms are owned by the 
Trust and run by tenant 
farmers who act as mere 
custodians of the Herdwicks on 
their land. 
Beatrix was o�en seen judging 
Herdwicks at agricultural 
shows around the county and 

was proud to write to a friend: ‘I 
am in the chair at Herdwick 
Breeders’ Association meetings’ 
— the first woman to ever do 
so! In 1943, she was elected 
President of the Herdwick 
Sheepbreeders’ 
Association, but died 
before she could take up 
the post. She may have 
started out not knowing 
much, but in the end she 
had the respect of all 
who knew her in the 
Herdwick community.
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Troutbeck Park Farm

* See issue 8, Spring 2007
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Go Nuts for the Plush Collection!

Also new, and making 

welcome additional items 

in the Peter Rabbit Nursery 

Collection, are two door 

plaques with a�ractive 

hanging ribbons: one for 

baby boys, featuring Peter 

Rabbit and one for baby girls, 

featuring Flopsy Bunny. 

The plaques are SRP £9.95 each 

and are 12.0cm in height.

A must-have for all nurseries, 

is the new interactive 

Peter Rabbit™ Peek-A-Boo. 

Press his footpad and this 

innovative plush will play 

‘peek-a-boo’ with baby; 

hiding and giggling behind 

his iconic red handkerchief 

to enchant and delight. 

Peter Rabbit™ Peek-A-Boo 
Height: 36.0cm 
SRP: £39.95 
 
Suitable from age 1+,  
surface washable and  
CE marked.

GUND is expanding their 
successful range of plush by 
introducing a brand new character, 
Squirrel Nutkin™. 

Available sizes:  
Large – Height: 26.5cm, SRP: £19.95  
Medium –Height: 20.0cm, SRP £15.00  
Small – Height: 15.5cm, SRP: £9.95 
Suitable from age 1+,  
hand washable and CE marked. 

A must-have for all nurseries, 

is the new interactive 

Peter Rabbit™ Peek-A-Boo. 

Press his footpad and this 

innovative plush will play 

‘peek-a-boo’ with baby; 

hiding and giggling behind 

his iconic red handkerchief 

to enchant and delight. 

Peter Rabbit™ Peek-A-Boo

‘Where did 

you go?

…Peek-a-boo

I see you!’

Highlights of our new 

introductions for January 

2015 include a brand new 

range of ceramic alphabet 

le�ers, all featuring 

delicate decals taken from 

the original artworks of 

Beatrix Po�er’s best-loved 

Tales. Collect the whole 

alphabet, or create a name, 

perfect for display in a 

baby’s nursery!

All the le�ers are 7.5cm in    

  height and all have an  

    SRP of £5.95. © Frederick Warne & Co., 2015


