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Chapter 1 - “Choose This Day …” 

Preface 

“I apprehend no danger to our country from a foreign foe. Our destruction, should 
it come at all, will be from another quarter – from the inattention of the people to 
the concerns of their government - from their carelessness and negligence.” - 
Daniel Webster (1782-1852) 

“Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and 
slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take, but as 
for me, give me liberty or give me death!” -  Patrick Henry 

“Impress upon children the truth that the exercise of the elective franchise is a 
social duty of as solemn a nature as man can be called to perform; that a man 
may not innocently trifle with his vote; that every elector is a trustee as well for 
others as himself and that every measure he supports has an important bearing 
on the interests of others as well as on his own.” - Daniel Webster  

“A primary object should be the education of our youth in the science of 
government. In a republic, what species of knowledge can be equally important? 
And what duty more pressing... than ... communicating it to those who are to be 
the future guardians of the liberties of the country?” - George Washington  

“I urge you, by all that is dear, by all that is honorable, by all that is sacred, not 
only that ye pray but that ye act!” - John Hancock  

These are just a few of many quotes from America’s Founding Fathers that speak 
clearly to the cost of freedom in a government “of, by, and for the people. “ 

Freedom Isn’t Free 

Prior to America, there was never a country in all of history where the rulers were 
made to be governed by the people of that country, and the result had been 5,000 
years of tyranny, oppression, and slavery. This liberty was purchased and has 
been preserved at the cost of hundreds of thousands of the lives of everyday 
people who believed that freedom was worth living - and dying - for. 

But in today’s culture, these ideas have been erased from history. Our pulpits and 
universities - which were once the epicenters for teaching Biblical applications of 
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Scripture to all of life - rarely mention the words duty or responsibility in the 
context of our privileged role to protect and preserve the precious values our 
nation was founded upon. 

It is the high calling of Christians to be Salt and Light in a dark and decaying 
world, to warn and to influence the world for good. When the truth is withheld 
or suppressed, though, all of society suffers. Christians have in our hands the 
Word of Truth. It is meant to be applied everywhere and when it is, all society 
prospers. That’s a fact. 

As we study this topic, we will be emphasizing three key principles: 

When the People Demand a King 

First Samuel, chapter eight, tells the story of why and how Israel transitioned 
from the political structure of a theocracy to a monarchy. God had freed the 
Israelites from the tyranny of Egypt by leading them on a miraculous journey from 
Egypt to the Promised Land of Canaan. They had been slaves in Egypt for 400 
years when God delivered them from captivity, and after another 40 years of self-
imposed wandering in the desert, the Hebrews had finally entered the Promised 
Land -- A land flowing with milk and honey that God had set aside for them and 
allowed them to enter and possess. From the beginning God had established 
Israel to be a theocracy.  

Theocracy – from the Greek “theokratia”.  Theos – meaning “God” + 
Kratos) – meaning "a rule, a regime, strength". 

Webster’s 1828 Dictionary defines Theocracy as “Government of a state by 
the immediate direction of God” 

1. There is no area in life that is not sacred to God.  
2. Scripture contains the highest principles of leadership known to man that, 
when followed, promise success for individuals as well as governments 
3. The Bible reveals that God’s people have always been, and should always 
be, engaged in the political ruling of nations – to the extent that they are able. 
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Israel was a government based upon God as being the king. God would appoint 
judges who would then be leaders of the people. These judges were the 
spokespersons through whom God would communicate to the nation of Israel. 
For 400 years the Israelites were governed by these judges, and through these 
centuries they experienced repeated cycles of great blessings when they obeyed 
God, followed by harsh persecutions and punishments when they rebelled. But 
beginning in chapter 8 of 1 Samuel, we see that Israel’s last judge, Samuel, had 
grown old and knew that his time was short. He was going to appoint his sons as 
the next judges, but they were wicked, and the elders of Israel wouldn’t stand for 
that. They gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah and demanded that 
he, “Make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” They wanted to be just like 
all the nations around them. A dangerous thing to ask. Scripture then says,  

God is in effect telling Samuel, “listen to them and give them what they want. 
They’re not rejecting you, Samuel, they’re rejecting Me. Because since the day I 
freed them from the slavery of Egypt these people have continually disobeyed my 
words, complained about their circumstances, and put other “gods” before me. 
So, He says, “Now therefore heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly 
forewarn them and show them the behavior of the king or the government that 
will reign over them.” He’s telling Samuel to warn them of what it's going to be 
like when they demand a king instead of God. Samuel then told all the words of 
the Lord to the people who asked him for a king (1 Samuel 8:1-9).  

Now, before we read Samuel’s prophecy to Israel - where he states the 
consequences of their rejection of God’s direct leadership - let’s first take a 
moment to translate this situation into today’s world.  

  

“But this thing displeased Samuel when they said, ‘Give us 
a king to judge us.’ So Samuel prayed to the Lord and the 
Lord said to Samuel, ‘Heed the voice of the people in all 
that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but 
they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.’” 
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God Delivers His People – the Sequel 

We know that the Bible claims the Word of God is active and alive. Whenever 
we read it, it's speaking to us right here, right now. It's alive. It's meant to be 
applied to today. So, let's fast forward to the 15th and 16th centuries, and as we 
do, see if you can recognize the similarities between Israel of old and America 
today.  

What happened then? God had set a perfect storm of events into place with the 
ultimate purpose of “setting His people free” from centuries of tyranny and 
virtual slavery in Europe. God had kept America hidden from the civilized world 
for 5,000 years - the history of known civilization – until just the right moment in 
time. In 1456, Gutenberg develops the first movable printing press and the first 
book he prints on it is the Bible. This printing press begins pumping out Bibles 
faster than ever possible before, making the word of God affordable and available 
to the common peasant for the first time in all of history. Pause and consider 
that fact for just a moment. 

As a result, the commoners became extremely literate and knowledgeable about 
what the Bible said. Even more knowledgeable, many thought, than the Pope. 
Then, in 1492, Christopher Columbus, following the inspiration he claimed to 
have received from the Lord, discovered America, and over the next century the 
New World became open for settlement. By the early 1600s, “just by 
coincidence”, God had set aside a small group of Christian separatists called 
Pilgrims to courageously and faithfully journey to New England and establish a 
colony where they could worship God freely and live under the laws and 
principles of the Bible – no longer under the tyranny of kings and wicked despots.  

With the writing of the Mayflower Compact they began establishing rules for self-
governance of this new land based upon biblical principles, setting a pattern that 
thousands of like-minded Christian colonists followed. This pattern is clearly 
visible in the early constitutions of every one of the original 13 colonies. Some of 
the fundamental precepts which they all built into their constitutions was (1) To 
qualify as a representative in the government, one must be a member in good 
standing of a Christian church. (2) One must confess that Jesus Christ was Lord 
and Savior. Why? Because they wanted all to be accountable to God and His laws.  

Within the next two hundred years those Christian colonies broke free from the 
mighty British Empire and established a constitutional republic based, again, 
upon the principles of the Bible. They chose to be ruled by God through local 
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representatives which would then be held accountable by the people – quite 
similar to Israel under Moses. The very first book that the Congress authorized to 
print was the Bible, so that all of the people in the country could then learn from 
the Word of God and use it as their basic textbook. John Adams said that If we do 
not have a virtuous people, this Constitution, this frame of government that we 
have, will not survive. But with this Christian-inspired government in place, the 
United States quickly became like “A city… set on a hill that cannot be hidden” 
(Matthey 5:14).  

Fast forward again to 1962. America has become so prosperous and it's blessing 
the entire world. Then, the 
Supreme Court decides that they 
want to kick God out of the school 
system, and in the next 20 years, a 
succession of rulings are passed-
down by the Supreme Court 
effectively expelling God from the 
entire country. So, instead of “In 
God We Trust” as the motto on 
America’s currency, we are on the 
very precipice of watching it 
removed entirely.  

What has happened? Have not the 
people in the United States said, 
“we don't want God ruling over us 
anymore. We want a king. Well, 
maybe not so much a king, but we 
want government to be our god”.  

So here we are now some 2,500 
years later, and as Samuel warned 
the people way back then, he's 
warning us today. We’ll develop 
this thought further in the next chapter. 

  

Why Did Columbus Sail? 

 
Columbus wrote that the Holy 

Spirit had inspired him, writing in 
his diary, 

"With a hand that could be felt, the 
Lord opened my mind to the fact 
that it would be possible to sail 
from here to the Indies, and he 

opened my will to desire to 
accomplish the project." 1 
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Chapter 2 – So You Want a King? 

Samuel’s Prophecy 

Let's begin by reading Samuel’s warning in verses 11-18 of 1 Samuel 8. We’ve 
formatted this passage into bullet points to highlight each statement. We 
recommend that the reader take a moment and consider how each point may be 
applied in today’s world. Notice how every statement revolves around the king’s 
interest – at the expense of the people. 

“This will be the behavior of the king who will reign over you…”  

• “He will take your sons and daughters and appoint them for his chariots 
and to be his horsemen and some will run before his chariots.  

• “He will appoint captains over his thousands and captains over his 50s.  
• “He will set some to plow his ground and reap his harvest and some to 

make weapons of war and equipment for his government's chariots.  
• “He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers.  
• He will take the best of your fields, the best of your vineyards, your olive 

groves, and give them to his servants.  
• “He will take a 10th of your grain and your vintage and give it to his 

officers and servants.  
• “He will take your male servants, your female servants, your finest young 

men and your donkeys. They'll put them to his work.  
• “He will take a 10th of your sheep and you will be his servant.  
• “And you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have 

chosen for yourselves, and the Lord will not hear you in that day. 
The consequences listed above were the results God promised would occur when 
the people rejected God as their ultimate governor, and instead chose to have a 
king. They gave up their privileged position of living under God’s perfect laws and 
surrendered themselves over to sinful men. 

You see, Americans have this wonderful blessing to be 
able to choose our rulers; but if we choose rulers who 
promote unrighteous principles, they’ll inevitably take 
away our rights. If we lose our rights, who's 
responsible?  
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President Ronald Reagan said, 

A pretty hard-hitting statement. But in reality, the enemies of righteousness put 
all their energy into intimidating us, …to frighten us. They don’t want us to speak 
the truth because there is power in the truth. If those who know the truth are 
silent, the people who live in the darkness of ignorance will continue to suffer 
from lack of the light of truth. The Bible is the truth. We're studying it so that we 
can walk in the light of truth, with the purpose of being salt and light in the world. 
Our enemy the devil is fully aware of this and he’ll do whatever is necessary to 
silence us. This is reality. 

When the Truth is Silent 

Consider this relevant, but very possible scenario:  

A church refuses to hire a gay man as a youth pastor and a few 
days later the church is slapped with a civil rights discrimination 
lawsuit. After fighting the battle in court for a few years, the 
church finally goes bankrupt from legal fees, setting the 
precedent for all churches in America.  

Outside of the United States the western churches have already been silenced 
into submission with legal judgments such as this, and the same results are a very 
real possibility today in America unless the church begins speaking out in the 
social and political realms.  

Defining Politics 

Now, let's first define what politics IS and what it is NOT.  

Politics is not schmoozing up to political leaders for favor. It's not playing the 
game for popularity. It's not seeking favored positions in government for power 
or financial gain. It's not about taking illegal contributions.  

“We're at war with the most dangerous enemy that has ever faced 
mankind … And it's been said, if we lose that war, and in so doing 
lose this way of freedom of ours, history will record with the greatest 
astonishment that those who had the most to lose did the least to 
prevent its happening.” 
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We define politics as simply this, 

Rabbi Daniel Lapin says, “politics is nothing more than the practical application of 
our most deeply held beliefs.” If you were to look up the definition of politics in a 
modern dictionary, it would say something like this: Activities associated with the 
governance of a country or other area, especially the debate or conflict among 
individuals or parties having or hoping to achieve power. 

Noah Webster, the author of America’s first dictionary and one of the founding 
fathers from the early 1800s, defined politics as: “The science of government; that 
part of ethics, right and wrong, which consists in the regulation and the 
government of a nation or a state.” John Adams, our second president, said that 
politics is “the divine science.” 

Romans 13 and 1 Peter 2 provide the key definitions of the biblical role of 
government. In short, these passages state that politics concerns the keeping of 
order in the society; the defense of that nation's existence; the promotion of 
righteous behavior; the oversite of the use of a nation's resources; and the 
establishment of equal justice under the law. Considering those parameters, it 
should be a high priority for a truly good government to ensure that there is a 
level of morality in the country which does not allow its people to devolve to the 
point where, as we’ve seen recently, children must pass through metal detectors 
to get into schools.  

When Christians take responsibility for society 

The Christian view says that God alone is the author of all law. And since 
legislators are responsible for writing righteous laws, they should base those laws 
on principles contained in the Bible.   

David Barton from Wallbuilders.com says,  
“Congress never reflects the values of a nation. It only reflects the values 
of those who voted in the last election. Based on voting statistics, it is 
apparent that Christians could stop all abortions in one election cycle.  

 

Politics: The religion of a nation in action 
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“The fact that we haven't indicates that we don't know that we have this 
strength and this power, or we don't care, or we don't wish to stop it. 
Either way, the blood of the innocent is upon our hands”. 

This is obviously a strong statement to make to the church. But once again, we 
hold in our hands the Truth. We have the Light. The people in the darkness don't; 
so, if we don't vote, we're simply giving our vote over to the enemies of God.  
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Chapter 3 – Politics in the Old Testament 

Who Was Involved in Politics in the Old Testament? 

This is a question that must be answered by anyone who says, “Christians are 
not to be involved in politics.” We’ll begin surveying the main players in the Old 
testament, then we’ll do the same with the New Testament. Remember, our 
foundation for truth is Scripture, not personal opinion. Our God never changes. 
He directed the paths of these men for His purposes then, why would He not do 
the same now? 
 
Abraham – Genesis, Chapter 14 

Abraham was involved with the king of Salem. He was involved with the king of 
Sodom. He went to war and defeated four kings. Was Abraham involved in the 
political world?  

Joseph – Genesis, Chapters 41-47 

Pharaoh was highly impressed with Joseph, his administrative ability, and his 
wisdom. He obviously was inspired by God, so he appointed him to be the ruler 
second only to himself in Egypt. Joseph saved Israel because of his involvement 
in the political world.  

Moses – Exodus, Chapters 2-14 

God providentially placed Moses into the house of the Pharaoh of Egypt and was 
being groomed to become his successor; but later, Moses went up against 
Pharaoh and led the Hebrews out from under the bondage of slavery to freedom. 
Moses then became God's governor and God's law-giver for the new Hebrew 
nation. Was Moses involved in politics? Absolutely.  

Nehemiah – Nehemiah, Chapters 2-13  

As a high servant to the king of Persia, Nehemiah obtained permission along with 
the financial backing and support of the king to return to Jerusalem and assist the 
rebuilding efforts that had stalled.  Nehemiah was made governor of Persian 
Judea under Artaxerxes I of Persia (465-424 BC). Under his leadership he oversaw 
the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls as well as the religious revival within the 
country.  

   Esther – Esther, Chapters 2-10 
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Providentially, God raised up Esther to be queen under Ahasuerus (Xerxes), king 
of the powerful Persian empire around 485 B.C. Esther took her life into her own 
hands and stepped into the presence of the King when the king could have taken 
her life instantly for such an act. Why did she take this chance? She got involved 
in a political process that threatened the entire population of the Jews in Persia. 
A cunning and hateful counsellor to the king, Haman, wanted to annihilate the 
Jews, so Esther stepped in and through her courage saved the people.  

David – The Book of 2 Samuel  

David went to war against the Philistines and the other nations that were coming 
against Israel. In so doing, David freed Israel from the bondage and persecution 
of those nations. God made David king and he united the Israelites and 
established the government of the nation. Was David involved in politics? Of 
course he was. Remember, politics can simply be defined as the worldview of a 
nation in action. 

Daniel – The Book of Daniel 

At Daniel's request, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon appointed Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego administrators over the entire province of Babylon with 
Daniel himself remaining as part of the royal court. Scripture points out that these 
young men were top of their class in their ability to wisely administrate the affairs 
of government, and thus were appointed to these hugely important and 
influential positions. Like Moses and Queen Esther before them, all four of these 
men defied the orders of the king and risked their lives by refusing to submit to 
acts that would force them to disobey the laws of God. Don't we need courageous 
young men and women of conviction to step into such places of leadership today? 

Isaiah – The Book of Isaiah 

Isaiah boldly spoke out with words of judgment against the nations and kings of 
Moab, Egypt, Babylon and Assyria, among others, as well as Israel and Judah. He 
was deeply associated with all of Judah's kings for over sixty years.  

Elijah – I Kings, Chapters 18-19 
Spoke out courageously against King Ahab, Jezebel and all the false prophets and 
followers of Baal in Israel and was threatened with death by the king as a result, 
but God protected him.  
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Elisha – 2 Kings, Chapters3-25 

In the course of his sixty years as Israel's prophet, Elisha was politically involved 
and helping soldiers and kings, which included his political actions of repeatedly 
saving King Jehoram from the ambushes planned by Ben-Hadad, king of Syria.  

Jeremiah – The Book of Jeremiah 

Jeremiah's ministry required him to boldly speak to 
five kings of Judah. He continually condemned the 
false prophets and unfaithful priests and prophesied 
destruction on the entire nation for its idolatry. As a 
result, he was continually persecuted by the rulers of 
both Israel and Judah, but God vindicated him in the 
end.  

 

  

It is a fact that one would be hard-pressed to find any prophet 
in the Old Testament who was not involved in either 
counseling or criticizing the political authorities of the day. 
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Chapter 4 - Politics in the New Testament  

The Ruler of Judah 

Did the Romans run the entire government of Judah? When we read our 
Bible, do we find that the Romans were controlling the government and making 
all the laws for Judea? It does not appear so. A careful reading of the New 
Testament reveals that the lawmakers and rulers are always referred to as the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees. The Romans were the primarily the peacekeepers 
in Judea, not the lawmakers. This is very similar to the role of America in Germany 
following World War II or more recently in Afghanistan and Iraq when U.S. troops 
remained in the “occupied” countries as peacekeepers only. The American 
government did not rule over the nations they remained in. The local people were 
responsible to govern themselves. As peacekeepers, American troops remained 
to ensure that another war would not break out. This is the same situation that 
Judea was in regarding the Roman troops.  

Who were the lawmakers of Judah? The legislative body for the Jews was the 
Sanhedrin, consisting of seventy-one Pharisees and Sadducees who constituted 
the supreme court and the legislative body of ancient Israel. The makeup of the 
council included a chief justice, a vice chief justice and 69 general members who 
all sat in a form of a semicircle in a session, similar to our House of 
Representatives. 

The Duties and powers of the Sanhedrin 

The Sanhedrin could:  

• Create laws for judging the people of Judea 
• Make arrests 
• Maintain jails 
• Conduct trials 
• Prescribe and carry out punishments such as stoning and beatings 

What Would Jesus Do? 

Did any Christian in the New Testament criticize, disobey, or teach others to do 
so in regard to the political leaders and policies of Judah? The short answer is yes. 
But before we look at a few specific examples, consider the following hypothetical 
scenario. 
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The United States Congress was in a rare joint session. All 435 
representatives and 100 senators were in attendance and the C-SPAN 
cameras were rolling. The members were gathered together to hear a 
speech by a descendant of George Washington, but what they thought 
would be a polite speech of patriotic historical reflections quickly turned 
into a televised tongue lashing. With a wagging finger and stern looks, 
Washington's seventh generation grandson declared,  

“Woe to you, egotistical hypocrites. You are full of greed and self-
indulgence. Everything you do is done for appearance. You make 
pompous speeches and grandstand before these TV cameras. 
You demand the place of honor at banquets and at the most 
important seats wherever you go. You love to be greeted in your 
districts and have everyone call you Senator and Congressman. 
On the outside, you appear to people as righteous; but on the 
inside, you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. You say you 
want to clean up Washington, but as soon as you get here, you 
become twice as much a son of hell as the ones you came to 
replace.  

“Woe to you, makers of the law. You do not practice what you 
preach. You put heavy 
burdens on the citizens and 
then opt out of your own 
laws, you hypocrites. Woe to 
you, federal fools. You've 
taken oath to support and 
defend the Constitution and 
then you nullify the 
Constitution by confirming 

judges who make up their own laws. Woe to you, blind 
hypocrites. You say that if you've lived in the days of the Founding 
Fathers, you never would have taken part with them in slavery. 
You say that you would never have agreed that slaves were the 
property of their masters but would have insisted that they were 
human beings with unalienable rights, but you testify against 
yourselves because today you say that unborn children are the 
property of their mothers and those unborn children have no 
rights of their own. Upon you will come all the righteous blood 
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that has been shed in this country. You snakes! You brood of 
vipers! You have left this great chamber desolate. How will you 
escape being condemned to hell.2  

Do you recognize that passage? It is a modern day equivalent in many ways of 
Jesus speaking to the governing officials in Israel that we find in Matthew, chapter 
23. Read it and notice there were times when Jesus did not come across as meek 
and mild. He came across confrontational, impassioned, and full of zeal for the 
Father. He said, in effect, that He would not stand for the leaders making a 
mockery of God’s temple. He passionately overturned the tables and threw out 
the moneychangers. He did that twice. He was righteously angry.  

Jesus called the judges and lawmakers of the Sanhedrin – the equivalent of 
today’s Senators and Representatives - hypocrites, wicked men, whitewashed 
tombs full of dead men's bones, snakes, blind 
men leading the blind, sons of hell, going to hell. 
Not nice words, but he spoke the truth, calling 
them out for their hypocrisy and lies; and it was 
because he testified to the truth so forcefully 
that he was crucified.  

Was Jesus involved in politics? Again, we would argue that His defiant stance 
against the religious/political leaders of Israel was the catalyst that resulted in His 
crucifixion. He stood for righteousness. “He called an evil man an evil man, He 
called a hypocrite a hypocrite. He admonished evil and immoral politicians and 
called them out. He spoke out against evil and immoral laws. Was even harsh 
when He needed to be.”3  

Other Christians involved in politics in the New Testament  

John the Baptist  

In Matthew 14:3 we read, “Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put 
him in prison because of Herodotus, his brother, Philip's wife, for John had been 
saying to Herod, it is not lawful for you to have her.” John was directly criticizing 
the Roman leader for his immorality. He was involved in politics and he paid the 
ultimate price for his uncompromising position on the subject of marriage.  

 

Peter and John  
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Boldly standing up to the Sanhedrin, Peter and John said, “Whether it is right in 
the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge” (Acts 4:19). They 
refused to be silenced by their rulers and were willing to face more jail time for 
refusing to submit to the ungodly position of the Sanhedrin who were calling 
them to stop speaking about Jesus.  

The Apostle Paul  

Paul confronted Felix - the governor of Judea and Samaria – with the truth of the 
Gospel after he was arrested in Jerusalem for preaching to the Jewish leaders 
about Christ’s resurrection.  

Paul argued his rights as a Roman citizen. Appealing to Caesar, he aimed to take 
his case straight to the highest political official in the world because he wanted to 
preach Christ to him. He wanted to proclaim the Truth to the highest authority in 
the land.  

“What does this mean to me?” 

We have a phrase in the Christian culture that asks, “what would Jesus do?” We 
see by the examples of Jesus, John the Baptist, the disciples Peter and John, and 
Paul (and there are many more we’ve omitted for brevity) that Christians are 
called to testify to the truth. We've been given talents, abilities, passions, things 
that we love, things that we're zealous about, and Jesus teaches that we have 
been given these gifts for a purpose - to be busy about the work of the Kingdom 
of God. “Occupy!” He says, “be busy about My work.” That's part of our calling in 
life – to simply get involved in the culture around us and add Salt and Light into 
the equation.  

Why do we need Christians to be involved in politics? In James 4:17 he says,  

We know immoral men do immoral things. They promote immoral laws when 
elected and appoint immoral judges who, in turn, make immoral decisions. Jesus 
spoke out emphatically against such corruption, and he spoke up for 
righteousness in every arena with every opportunity he had. He spoke the truth 
and pointed out what wasn't true and what was wrong. The fact is that all politics 

Therefore, to him who knows to do good 
and does not do it, to him it is sin. 
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deals with morality because politics deals with the rule of a nation, and the rule 
of a nation is based upon legislation and laws.  

All laws are the reflection of the moral beliefs of the society, or at minimum, those 
in power. Whenever a law is enacted, morality is being legislated. Christianity 
holds the key to heaven's moral truths. The world is in darkness without the 
Christian’s influence; and because America's political system places the reins of 
government in every citizen's hands, Christians in America are certainly not 
exempt from the responsibility of raising up and choosing righteous leaders to 
govern. Christianity’s moral standards are the hope of the nations. If Christians 
do what we’re called to do, we will not only bless our nation, but we can be a light 
to the entire world. 
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Chapter 5 – Christians and Politics Today 

Battling Ideas 

Our key verse, once again, is 2 Corinthians 10:4 and 5: 

This describes a very important part of our job, we demolish ideas – any principle 
that comes up against the knowledge of God; and we don't fight with the 
weapons of the world. We battle against man’s bad ideas with God’s perfect 
principles and ideas.  

Here is one of those bad ideas: Religion and politics don't mix. Before the 1950s, 
politics and religion were spoken of together, especially in the church. Why? 
Because we deal with morality. That is our job, that is our business, that's what 
we do, and that's what government is all about. Government is all about 
establishing laws and legislation to protect people from harm and encouraging 
right behavior. That's morality in action. We’ve made the point that Christians are 
the hope of the world because we’ve been given the perfect moral laws of God 
to influence society with. Christianity holds the keys to the truth and knowledge 
of the Creator of heaven and earth in the words of the Bible. If we don't speak 
up, if we don't take part, especially in this American government which gives us 
that responsibility to choose our leaders, then we're giving the culture over to the 
enemy by default.  

Ronald Reagan once said,  

"The guns are silent in this war, but frontiers fall while those who 
should be warriors prefer neutrality. Not too long ago, two friends of 
mine were talking to a Cuban refugee. He was a businessman who had 
escaped from Castro and his communist regime in Cuba in the 1960s. 
In the midst of his tale of horrible experiences, one of my friends turned 
to the other said, ‘we don't know how lucky we are.’ But the Cuban 
stopped the two men at that point and said, ‘How lucky you are? At 
least I had a place to escape to."  

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God 
for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every 
high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ 
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“In that sentence, he told the entire story. If freedom is lost here in 
America, there's no other place to escape to.”  

And isn't that true? Those who live in America have it so good compared to the 
vast majority of people who have ever lived throughout history. We really don't 
know how fortunate we are. 

What about the separation of church and state? 

They say it's the law, but that's false. The statement is not found anywhere in the 
United States Constitution, the Bill of Rights, or the Declaration of Independence. 
Those documents make up the foundational contract between the people and 
the government. And there's not a word in those documents about separation of 
church and state. Where, then, does this idea come from? It comes from a small 
snippet in a letter from Thomas Jefferson to the Danbury Baptist Association in 
1802. 

This was the backdrop:  

Jefferson had just been elected as third President of the United States. There was 
a rumor circulating that Jefferson was considering allowing a single 
denomination, the Congregational Church of America, to become the national 
church of America. The Danbury Baptist Association was obviously worried about 
this, so Jefferson responded back with the letter to sooth their fears. In this letter 
he used the phrase, “there is a wall of separation” in the following context: 

“Believing with you that religion is a matter which lies solely 
between man and his God, that he owes account to none other 
for his faith or his worship, that the legislative powers of 
government reach actions only, and not opinions, I contemplate 
with sovereign reverence that act of the whole American people 
which declared that their legislature should “make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof,” thus building a wall of separation between 
Church and State.” 

The First Amendment to the Constitution states: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances 
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Jefferson was making the statement that government has no right to reign over 
religious activity. The first clause, “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion,” is known as the “Establishment Clause.” This clause 
prohibited the federal government from establishing a national or federal church. 
As discussed by the First Congress when drafting the First Amendment, the 
federal government was not given any authority to establish one denomination 
over the others as the federal or national church.4  

  The second clause “…or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,” is known as the 
“Free Exercise Clause.” This second clause prohibited the federal government 
(Congress, Supreme Court, etc.) from interfering with citizens’ rights to publicly 
express their religious convictions—which were overwhelmingly Christian. 
Likewise, it was a guarantee to the states that the federal government would not 
attempt to regulate religious matters of the states (i.e. prayer and Bible reading 
in public schools, religious displays, etc.).5  

It is also important to recognize that the third clause “…or abridging the freedom 
of speech,” applies to all American citizens who are guaranteed the uninhibited 
right to speak their conscience freely under any circumstance. The point is that 
government has no business in regulating affairs of the church, but the church 
has every right to participate in the affairs of government.   

Jefferson’s letter was written to assure the Baptists that government could not 
dictate matters over the church. That's it. He states clearly that the government 
would not create a law establishing a national church. Jefferson believed that 
God, not government, was the Author and Source of our rights and that the 
government, therefore, was to be prevented from interference with those rights. 
Very simply, the “wall” of the Danbury letter was not to limit religious activities 
in public; rather to limit the power of the government to prohibit or interfere with 
those expressions. 

But in 1947, for the first time in over 150 years of Supreme Court decisions 
involving the First Amendment, the court ruled that Jefferson had meant to say 
that there should be a wall of separation keeping religion out of the government 
- a complete and utter misinterpretation and misrepresentation of Jefferson's 
letter. Thus, because of this one irresponsible and obviously biased ruling by the 
court, people believe that the Constitution requires that the church never speak 
about political issues; but it absolutely does not, and never did. Quite the 
opposite, in fact, was meant by those who wrote the Constitution as we have 
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demonstrated by the extensive quotations from the Founding Fathers throughout 
our textbooks.  

One further note should be made about the now infamous “separation” dogma. 
The Congressional Records from June 7 to September 25, 1789, record the 
months of discussions and debates of the ninety Founding Fathers who framed 
the First Amendment. Significantly, not only was Thomas Jefferson not one of 
those ninety who framed the First Amendment, but also, during those debates 
not one of those ninety Framers ever mentioned the phrase “separation of church 
and state.” It seems logical that if this had been the intent for the First 
Amendment – as is so frequently asserted - then at least one of those ninety who 
framed the Amendment would have mentioned that phrase; none did.6  

In summary, the “separation” phrase so frequently invoked today was rarely 
mentioned by any of the Founders; and even Jefferson’s explanation of his phrase 
is diametrically opposed to the manner in which courts apply it today. “Separation 
of church and state” currently means almost exactly the opposite of what it 
originally meant.7  

Preaching Politics from the Pulpit 

Before 1954, election day sermons were a normal part of church life, and they 
took place every time there was a major election. The pastor would prepare 
himself and he would talk about the issues and the candidates. He would speak 
very clearly, naming the candidates, their party affiliation, and their positions on 
the important topics that concerned the church. Then, he would explain the 
biblical view of each issue and conclude by supporting or rejecting candidates 
based upon their stances as related to Scripture. It was always to be a matter of 
exposing whether the candidate’s beliefs and promises were in-line with biblical 
doctrine or not. In the end, the pastor would specifically recommend certain 
candidates over others because they most closely aligned with Christian values.  

Election sermons were a typical occurrence in America because of the rights of 
freedom of religion and speech. These were among the most precious and 
fundamental principles upon which the United States was built.  But In 1954, 
though, what happened? Democratic Senator Lyndon Johnson, later to become 
president, slipped a provision into the U.S. tax code that prohibits all 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organizations from endorsing or opposing political candidates, thereby 
threatening that churches could lose their tax deductions if they spoke out on 
politics. As daunting as that sounds, though, since 1954, not a single church has 
lost their tax exempt status for endorsing a candidate from the pulpit. Why? 
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Because the IRS knows that the Johnson amendment is unconstitutional because 
it denies the right of free speech; and therefore, denies the First Amendment 
rights of the pastors and leaders of the church.  

Churches unfortunately were intimidated by the new IRS policy and stopped 
speaking up about political issues out of fear of losing their tax-exempt status, 
and that became the habit from 1954 on.  

Biblical preaching is always about morality. What God says is right, and what God 
says is wrong, and what is the result of doing wrong, and what is the result of 
doing right. The Bible continually teaches morality because we are born with a 
bent to go against the grain of what God says is right. Since biblical preaching is 
all about morals and government is the application of the morals in society, how 
can Christians not be involved in the process of choosing moral leaders for our 
government? 
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Chapter 6 - The Effects of Christians in Politics 

Winning for Christ through Persecution 

The tradition of Christians standing firm for their faith against the authorities in 
the midst of persecution began immediately following Pentecost. We remember 
well the stoning of Stephen while Saul (Paul) stood by (Acts 7:57-59); the death 
by sword of James, the brother of John at the hands of Herod (Acts 12:1-2); and 
the stoning and many beatings Paul received (2 Corinthians 11:25). Lesser 
known to most Christians are those who suffered in the years after the death of 
the apostles, but a casual look through Foxe’s Book of Martyrs can add mounds 
of evidence to the courage of Christians through the ages to stand for 
righteousness at all costs.    
 
Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus  

Tertullianus was an early prolific Christian author from Carthage in the Roman 
province of Africa around 220 A.D. At one time he wrote to the leaders of the 
Roman senate, saying,  

"We [Christians] have filled every place among you. We've filled 
your cities, your islands, your fortresses, your towns, your 
marketplaces. We filled your art, your theaters, your universities, 
your public opinion, your philosophical centers. We filled your 
camps, your tribes, your companies, your palace, and your 
senate, and your forum. We have left nothing to you but the 
temples of your own gods."8  

That's how deeply Christianity had penetrated every vein of the government and 
everyday life.  

Here are some examples of those Christians who courageously spoke out in 
history and changed the culture and the world as a result:  
 
Saint Tillamacus,  

Theodoret, Bishop of Cyrus (423–457), was an influential theologian of the School 
of Antioch, a biblical commentator, and historian who wrote in his Ecclesiastical 
History of a martyr named Telemachus. While visiting Rome he went to the 
Coliseum where the Roman games were in progress. He was appalled by the 
spectacle. He jumped the wall and tried to stop the men who were wielding their 
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weapons against one another. The spectators of the slaughter, though, were 
indignant, and they stoned this peacemaker to death. But the Roman Emperor at 
that time, Honorius, was so impressed by the courage of Telemachus, that he set 
himself to putting an end to the gladiator games in Rome as a result. The last 
known gladiator fight in Rome was on January 1st, 404 AD. Four years after 
Honorius died.9  

This is what can happen when Christians stand up in the public arena. Some 
people will be martyred, some people will be persecuted, but God is always 
working with ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things.  

Winning the Battle of Ideas through Persistent Determination 

William Wilberforce 

Another hero of the faith was William Wilberforce. For 40 years he worked 
tirelessly within the political system of Great Britain to outlaw slavery throughout 
the British Empire. Think of how long 40 years is in life! He was a frail man, 
constantly on the edge of death, but he continually persevered, and persevered, 
and persevered; doing everything he could to unite people around the cause of 
abolishing slavery. He wrote thousands of letters, spent much of his own fortune, 
traveled countless miles meeting with people and groups gathering support for 
the cause. Finally, in 1833, Parliament banned slavery throughout the British 
empire. The greatest empire in the world banned slavery as a result of the 
unstoppable zeal of Wilberforce. He died just three days after the legislation was 
passed.  

Wilberforce struggled within the political system for four decades to free an 
entire race of people who, though made in the image of God, had been enslaved 
like animals.  But he finished the race well. He had fought the good fight, and he 
won. He is a hero, a great man. He is the type of person that our children should 
be pointed to, to emulate.10  

John Quincy Adams 

Sixth president of the United States and son of John Adams, America’s second 
president, John Quincy lived an extraordinary life devoting himself to the cause 
of Christian freedom in the young, raw, yet promising colonies of New England. 
At the age of 8, John Quincy carried a musket into battle with the Minutemen 
during the American Revolution. The musket was most likely taller than he was 
and weighed nearly one-quarter as much. He kept a diary from the age of 11 until 
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he passed away at age 81. Amazingly, he would write an average of 8 to 12 pages 
a day in the diary. At age 11 he became an official diplomat for the United States 
of America in Europe. At the age of 14 he was America’s diplomat to the court of 
Catherine the Great of Russia specifically because he could translate French to 
Russian. John Quincy documented that he read through the Bible at least once 
every year – often using Bibles written in as many as eight different languages! 

Considered one of the most knowledgeable, wise, and virtuous men of his age, 
John Quincy Adams spent his life in politics, serving in whatever capacity he was 
called to. Over his 67-year career in the political scene, John Quincy served as 
America’s ambassador to several nations, as U.S. Senator, as Secretary of State, 
and President of the United States. He finally re-entered as a congressman, where 
he remained until suffering a massive brain hemorrhage on the floor of the House 
of Representatives in 1848.  

In the 1830s, slavery had emerged as an increasingly polarizing issue in the United 
States. A longtime opponent of slavery, Adams used his new role in Congress to 
fight it, and he became the most prominent national leader opposing slavery until 
his death.11 After one of his reelection victories, he said that he must "bring about 
a day prophesied when slavery and war shall be banished from the face of the 
earth."12 A fascinating ending to this story is that John Quincy’s law clerk who 
served him for those last years as he fought to end slavery, was a little known 
upcoming politician by the name of Abraham Lincoln.  

Harriet Tubman 

Harriet Tubman (born Araminta Ross, c. March 1822 – March 10, 1913) was a 
devout American Christian, abolitionist and political activist. Born into slavery, 
Tubman escaped in 1849 and fled to Philadelphia. Deeply concerned for her 
family and the thousands of slaves still suffering in the south, she began making 
regular trips through hostile territory over the next 10 years, rescuing upwards of 
300 fugitive slaves along the Underground Railroad from Maryland to Canada.  
Tubman became the railroad’s most famous “conductor” and was known as the 
“Moses of her people.” It has been said that she never lost a fugitive whom she 
was leading to freedom.13  

Harriet later helped abolitionist John Brown recruit men for his raid on Harpers 
Ferry. During the American Civil War, she served as an armed scout and spy for 
the Union Army. Tirelessly, she continued her work into her later years as an 
activist in the struggle for women's suffrage.  
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Tubman's friends and fellow abolitionists claimed that the source of her strength 
came from her faith in God as deliverer and protector of the weak. "I always tole 
God," she said, "'I'm gwin [going] to hold stiddy (steady) on You, an' You've got to 
see me through.'" Harriet Tubman’s service as a Christian took her deep into the 
heart of the most significant political struggle of the nineteenth century, risking 
her life for the sake of others and helping to ensure the final defeat of slavery in 
the United States.  

Ms. Tubman was and is a true Christian hero. 

Winning the Battle of Ideas through Education 

John Knox Witherspoon 

Witherspoon was a Scottish minister who emigrated to America in 1768, where 
he became the 6th president of Princeton University. He transformed this college 
that had been designed predominantly to train clergymen, into a school that 
would equip the leaders of a new Protestant country for the work of ministry in 
church as well as in all of life. Besides the many students he prepared for church 
ministry, he also was responsible for the training of 37 judges (three of whom 
became justices of the U.S. Supreme Court); 10 Cabinet officers; 12 members of 
the Continental Congress, 28 U.S. senators, and 49 United States congressmen.14  

Dr. Benjamin Rush  

Dr. Benjamin Rush, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, was considered 
by John Adams to be one of America’s three most notable Founding Fathers, 
ranking alongside George Washington and Benjamin Franklin. But his 
contributions to America were not purely political, even though those were very 
significant.  
 

For example, he is also known as the “Father of American Medicine.” He was a 
founding member of America’s first Bible Society and is credited with helping 
begin the American Sunday School movement. He helped organize America’s 
first Anti-Slavery society and was a leader in the national abolition movement. 
He held multiple university professorships and is properly titled “The Father of 
Public Schools Under the Constitution,” being an advocate for free public 
schools for all youth (when the Bible was the key textbook).15   
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Chapter 7 – Christians and Voting 

What Does It Matter? 

It’s been said that if just 15% more Christians registered and voted their values, 
in a few election cycles we could completely reverse the current moral decline 
we’re experiencing. 

Let’s back that up with some statistics. There are approximately 60 million 
Evangelical Christians who are of voting age in America. That’s 60 million out of 
about 246 million eligible voters in the United States. Thus, one in four people 
claim to be Evangelical Christians. Of those 60 million Christians, 24 million (or 
40%) are not even registered to vote. Of the 36 million who are registered to vote, 
a large part do not. This matters because the average margin of victory in the last 
eight presidential elections has been less than 5 million votes. If just 15% more 
Christians voted biblical values, this would add over 5 million Christian votes 
toward promoting righteousness in America; and Christians could turn back the 
tide of today’s rapidly declining culture in the nation.16  

The power of just a few votes 

As an example of what difference Christian participation in elections can make, 
consider that in the year 2000, there were 203 million people able to vote in 
America, yet only 111 million voted. Of those, 25.5 million (23%) were born-again 
evangelical Christians, yet 30 million didn’t even register to vote. Even with such 
a low voter turnout of evangelical Christians in this election, the Republican, 
George Bush, won the presidency - but by only 200 votes!  

What difference did this make?  

That year, Republicans won control of the House and the Senate as well. This was 
the first time in 70 years the Republican party controlled the presidency, the 
House and the Senate. This meant that they controlled all the judicial 
appointments as well as whatever legislation they could pass while they held the 
reigns of the Congress and the presidency. Bush’s 200 vote majority (that’s about 
the size of one small church congregation) gave him the authority to appoint 
hundreds of strict constitutionalist judges who would uphold Christian values. 
The new pro-life congress, working together with a pro-life president were able 
then to legislate and defend the constitutionality of the ban on partial-birth 
abortion (See the sidebar). Additionally, along with this Congress and president, 
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many new pro-life state representatives were voted in, resulting in the passage 
of over 500 state and federal pro-life bills, causing one of the greatest decreases 
in abortions since its height of 1.6 million abortions (per year) just a few years 
before.  

In 2004, 122 million of the 235 million adults in America (just over one-half) voted 
in the general election. Almost 29 million evangelicals voted that year, which was 
3.5 million more than in 2000. George Bush won that year by just 3 million votes.  

The results? 78% - nearly 8 out of every 10 new senators, and 6 out of every 10 
new representatives boasted pro-life values. That's a high percentage! In those 
two years following that 2004 election most of the key pro-family propositions 
were passed.  

However, in 2006, only 21 million evangelicals voted, 8 million less voted than 
voted in 2004, and 43 million less than could have voted if all evangelical 
Christians had registered to vote. One out of every ten senators was pro-life. Only 
three out of ten representatives were pro-life. In the years that directly followed, 
some of the worst anti-family, anti-biblical laws were passed. Why? Because 
Christians didn't vote in 2006.18  

The bottom line: Every Christian vote counts! 

Strict constitutionalist vs. Living constitutionalist judges 

Remembering the razor-thin majority that lifted President Bush into the 
presidency in 2000, it’s important to note that he went on to appoint many strict 
constitutionalist judges. But what does that mean? 

There are two breeds of judges, each holding to opposing judicial philosophies:  

1. The living constitutionalist judge. Believes that the Constitution is a living 
document. Judges can reinterpret it as they see fit to meet the values of an 
evolving culture. In short, “the Constitution is what the judges say it is”19 It's 
similar to when someone doesn't believe that the Bible is the inerrant word 
of God, and they can determine for themselves which scriptures to obey and 
which to disregard.  

2. A strict constitutionalist judge interprets the Constitution as a firm contract 
between the people of the United States and the government. It can only be 
changed by following the procedures spelled out in the Constitution. These 
judges make their decisions based upon what the Constitution says and what 
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the original intent of the signers of the Constitution had in mind when they 
agreed upon it.  

Party Platforms 

How do we know the basic principles of the different political parties contending 
for our votes?  

Every voting cycle each party will establish a platform, or a basic set of beliefs and 
positions that make up the foundational ideas the party stands for. As citizens of 
the United States, it is very important that voters not only read through the 
platforms of the different parties, but also pay attention to the words and history 
of the candidates. Christians in particular should then test the ideas of the party 
platforms and the candidates to see if they are in-line with biblical precepts or 
not. And we must keep in mind that we’re not voting for a pastor, but for a 
president. Sometimes we will be given a choice between two or more weaker 
candidates than we might wish for, but our vote can prevent the worst candidates 
from getting into positions of power. 

Pause and Consider 
Partial Birth Abortion is a horrific procedure that kills the baby at the moment 
of birth.  The abortionist pulls a living baby feet-first out of the womb and into the 
birth canal, except for the head, which the abortionist purposely keeps lodged just 
inside the cervix (the opening to the womb).  The abortionist punctures the base of 
the baby’s skull with a surgical instrument, such as a long surgical scissors or a 
pointed hollow metal tube called a trochar.  He then inserts a catheter (tube) into the 
wound, and removes the baby's brain with a powerful suction machine.  This causes 
the skull to collapse, after which the abortionist completes the delivery of the now-
dead baby.   This procedure had been legal in the United States for many years since 
the Roe vs Wade Supreme Court decision in 1973. Twice in the 1990s, the 
Republican congress passed legislation to outlaw this barbaric practice, but the 
Democratic president - in keeping with the official platform (statement of beliefs) 
of his party - vetoed the bills.  

Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act was finally passed and signed into law in 2003 by 
President George W. Bush. 17   
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Chapter 8 – The Truth Will Set You Free 

The TRUE History of the Two Major Political 
Parties20 
 

The True History of the Democrat Party 
Since its founding in 1829 the Democratic Party has fought against every major 
civil rights initiative and has a long history of discrimination.  
The Democratic Party  

• defended slavery 
• started the civil war 
• opposed reconstruction 
• founded the Ku Klux Klan 
• imposed segregation 
• perpetrated lynchings (through the KKK predominantly) 
• Passed the Jim Crow laws  that enforced racial segregation following the 

Reconstruction period in the Southern United States. These laws were 
enacted in the late 19th and early 20th centuries by white 
Democrat-dominated state legislatures to disenfranchise and remove 
political and economic gains made by blacks  

• fought against the civil rights acts of the 1950s and 1960s. 

In contrast the Republican Party was founded in 1854 as an anti-slavery party. Its 
mission was to stop the spread of slavery into the new western territories with the 
aim of abolishing it entirely. This effort however was dealt a major blow by the 
Supreme court in the 1857 case Dred Scott versus Sanford. The court ruled that 
slaves are not citizens but the property of their owners. The seven justices who 
voted in favor of slavery were all Democrats, while the two justices who dissented 
were both Republicans. 
The slavery question was ultimately resolved by the bloody Civil War. The 
commander in chief during that war was the first Republican President Abraham 
Lincoln - the man who freed the slaves. Six days after the Confederate army 
surrendered, John Wilkes Booth - a Democrat - assassinated president Lincoln. 
Lincoln's vice president - a Democrat named Andrew Johnson - assumed the 
presidency; but Johnson adamantly opposed Lincoln’s plan to integrate the newly 
freed slaves into the South’s economic and social order. Johnson and the 
Democratic Party were unified in their opposition to the 13th amendment which 
abolished slavery, the 14th amendment which gave black citizenship, and the 15th 
amendment which gave blacks the right to vote; but all three passed only because 
of universal Republican support.  
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During the era of reconstruction, federal troops stationed in the South secured the 
rights for the newly freed slaves. Hundreds of black men were elected to state 
legislatures as Republicans and 22 black Republicans served in the US Congress 
by 1900. The Democrats did not elect a black man to Congress until 1935, but after 
reconstruction ended when the federal troops went home, Democrats roared back 
into power in the South and quickly re-established white supremacy across the 
region with measures like “black codes” laws that restricted the ability of blacks 
to own property and run businesses, and they impose poll taxes and literacy tests 
used to subvert the citizen’s right to vote.  
  
These laws were enforced by terror. Much of it was instigated by the Ku Klux 
Klan, founded by Nathan Bedford Forrest - a Democrat. In effect, the Klan was a 
military force serving the interests of the Democratic Party. President Woodrow 
Wilson - a Democrat - shared many views with the clan he re-segregated many 
federal agencies and even streamed the first movie ever played at the White House, 
the racist film “the Birth of a Nation”, originally entitled “The Klansman”.  
 
A few decades later the only serious congressional opposition to the landmark 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 came from Democrats. 80% of Republicans in Congress 
supported the bill but less than 70% of Democrats did. Democratic senators 
filibustered the bill for 75 days until Republicans could get the few extra votes 
needed to break the logjam. 
 
When all of the efforts to enslave blacks and keep them enslaved and then to keep 
them from voting had failed, the Democrats devised a new strategy. As president 
Lyndon Johnson was reported to have said about the Civil Rights Act, “If black 
people are going to vote, I'll have them all voting Democrat for the next 200 years”. 
With Johnson’s “War on Poverty” agenda, the Democrats instituted the welfare 
system designed to “keep blacks on the plantation” by incentivizing them to 
substitute at-home husbands and fathers for the government “sugar-daddy”.  Now 
the Democratic Party prospers on the votes of the very people it had spent much 
of its history oppressing.  
 
The Bottom Line 

• Democrats falsely claim that the Republican Party is the villain when in 
reality it's the failed policies of the Democratic Party that have kept blacks 
impoverished 

• Massive government welfare has decimated the black family  
• Opposition to school choice has kept them trapped in failing schools  
• Politically-correct policing has left black neighborhoods defenseless 

against violent crime  
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The True History of the Republican Party 

In 1854 the first Republican Party platform promised to defeat polygamy and 
slavery because both might become permanent parts of American life as more 
states were added to the union. The Democrats were so opposed to the Republicans 
and their anti-slavery stance that in 1860, just six weeks after the election of the 
first Republican President Abraham Lincoln, South Carolina - a state dominated 
by Democrats - voted to secede from the union.  
The civil war that followed was the bloodiest war in US history where over 
350,000 white men gave their lives for the cause of the emancipation of black 
slaves. It led to the passage by Republicans of the 13th amendment which freed 
the slaves, the 14th amendment which gave them citizenship, and the 15th 
amendment which gave them the vote in 1870. This led to massive changes in the 
construct of representation within the Republican Party that lasted over 100 years. 
Every black representative in the House of Representatives until 1935 was a 
Republican, and every black senator until 1979 was as well. The first female 
member of Congress was a Republican, the first Hispanic governor and senator 
were Republicans. The first Asian senator was a Republican.  
 
In 1862, the Morill Anti-Bigamy Act was passed by the Republican-controlled 
Congress to outlaw polygamy. In 1920 - after 52 years of Democratic Party 
opposition - the 19th amendment (giving women the right to vote) was ratified 
thanks to the Republican Congress, which had to pressure Democratic president 
Woodrow Wilson to drop his opposition to women's rights. In the final tally only 
59% of House Democrats and 41% of Senate Democrats supported women 
suffrage compared to 91% of House Republicans in 82% of Senate Republicans. 
There certainly was a war on women – but the facts prove it was led by the 
Democratic Party. 
 
 In the 1920s Republican President Calvin Coolidge declared that the rights of 
blacks were just as sacred as those of any other citizen. By contrast, when famed 
black sprinter Jesse Owens - a Republican - won four gold medals at the 1936 
Berlin Olympics he was snubbed by Democratic President Franklin Roosevelt, 
who only invited white Olympians to the White House. Two decades later it was a 
Republican president, Dwight Eisenhower, who sent the 101st airborne division to 
escort black students into Little Rock Central High when the Arkansas governor - 
a Democrat - refused to honor a court order to integrate the state’s public schools. 
The Civil Rights Act of 1960, which outlawed poll taxes and other racist measures 
meant to keep blacks from voting, was filibustered by 18 Democrats for 125 hours. 
Not one Republican senator opposed the bill. Its follow-up bill, the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, is one of the landmark pieces of legislation in American history that 
was opposed by a filibuster from Democrats. Thanks only to overwhelming 
Republican support the bill survived.  
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The truth is that there is one major political party with a long history of racism and 
sexism, but it’s not the Republicans. This does not say that all Republicans are 
“righteous” – far from it. But the facts are clear which party has historically stood 
for equality and freedom, and which party opposed those two fundamental biblical 
and Constitutional principles. This will be further revealed in the following pages.  
 
So, when you think about racial equality and civil rights, which political party 
should come to mind? 

- By Carol Swain, Professor of Political Science and Law at Vanderbilt 
University, for Prager University 

 
Issue Supported or Opposed 

13th Amendment: Abolished Slavery 1 100% of Republicans SUPPORTED 
77% of Democrats OPPOSED 

14th Amendment: Gave SLAVES Citizenship 2 94% of Republicans SUPPORTED 
100% of Democrats OPPOSED 

15th Amendment: Gave the Right to Vote to 
ALL men 3 

100% of Republicans SUPPORTED 
100% of Democrats OPPOSED 

19th Amendment: Gave Women the Right to 
Vote4   

91% of House Republicans 
SUPPORTED 
59% of House Democrats SUPPORTED 
82% of Senate Republicans 
SUPPORTED 
41% of Senate Democrats 
SUPPORTED 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964: Outlawed 
discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, or national origin.5 

80% of House Republicans 
SUPPORTED 
63% of House Democrats SUPPORTED 
82% of Senate Republicans 
SUPPORTED 
69% of Senate Democrats 
SUPPORTED  

1. Wikipedia; 13th Amendment Site  
2. http://russp.us/racism.htm; Answersdrive.com, National Constitution Center 
3. Answersdrive.com, LinkedIn.com 
4. American Spectator, The Blaze, Prager U 
5. http://russp.us/racism.htm; In the Senate, the bill faced strong and organized opposition from Southern Democrats. Influential 

senators like Richard Russell, Strom Thurmond, Robert Byrd, William Fulbright, and Sam Ervin joined together to launch a filibuster 
that lasted for 57 days and almost killed the bill. Due to extra efforts by the Republicans, the bill passed. Source: The Daily Signal 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
https://13thamendment.harpweek.com/HubPages/CommentaryPage.asp?Commentary=05HousePassage
http://russp.us/racism.htm
https://answersdrive.com/which-party-supported-the-14th-amendment-1435298
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/it-was-today-congress-approved-the-14th-amendment
https://answersdrive.com/who-voted-for-the-15th-amendment-529863
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/whats-truth-behind-republican-claims-supporting-black-paul-hosse-
https://spectator.org/dems-revise-history-regarding-the-19th-amendment/
https://www.theblaze.com/contributions/in-1920-republicans-defeated-democrats-war-on-women
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_a7dQXilCo&t=5s
http://russp.us/racism.htm
https://www.dailysignal.com/2018/12/17/fact-check-more-republicans-voted-for-the-civil-rights-act-as-a-percentage-than-democrats-did/
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Chapter 9 - Voting for Party or Principle? 

Every Christian voter must ask himself, does the candidate stand for 
what I believe? What's more important, my political party, or standing for the 
positions and commands of Scripture? We have listed below an abbreviated 
example of the official 2019/2020 platforms of the two major political parties 
fielding candidates in the 2020 elections. You are encouraged to verify this 
information with your own research. Take a look through these platforms, paying 
particular attention to the issues of abortion, marriage, sexual identity, economic 
principles, and stewardship of our resources. The differences are dramatic and 
obvious.   

2019 /2020 Party Platforms21 

DEMOCRAT ISSUE REPUBLICAN 
• Calls for government funded 
abortion on demand through all 
nine months of pregnancy, by 
“repealing the Hyde Amendment”, 
which bars federal money for 
elective abortion. 
• Will “overturn—federal and state 
laws and policies that impede a 
woman’s access to abortion.”  
• “We will continue to stand up to 
Republican efforts to defund 
Planned Parenthood.” 

Sanctity of 
human life  

“Proud to be the party that protects human life and 
offers real solutions for women” and “strongly 
oppose[s] infanticide.” Supports the following: the 
Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act; a 
human life constitutional amendment; a ban on 
abortion at 20 weeks, when unborn babies can feel 
pain; a ban on abortion based on sex or disability; a 
ban on dismemberment abortion “in which unborn 
babies are literally torn apart limb from limb”; 
abortion clinic safety regulations; a ban on human 
cloning, and on creating and experimenting upon 
human embryos, including three-parent embryos; a 
ban on any sale of fetal body parts; and a ban on 
the “use of public funds to perform or promote 
abortion or to fund organizations, like Planned 
Parenthood.” 

Supports the redefinition of 
marriage through the courts 
judicial activism in Obergefell 
decision that recognized LGBT 
people to have the right to marry 
the person they love  

Redefining 
marriage  

• “The American family… is the foundation of civil 
society, and the cornerstone of the family is natural 
marriage, the union of one man and one woman.” 
• “We condemn the Supreme Court’s ruling in 
…Obergefell v. Hodges” and “we urge its reversal, 
whether through judicial reconsideration or a 
constitutional amendment returning control over 
marriage to the states.” 

• Claims L GBT rights trump 
religious freedom , and “rejects 
the misuse of religion to 
discriminate” 

• Will punish faith-based 
organizations that contract with 
the government and pull the tax 
exempt status of religious 
universities without transgender 
bathrooms and showers through 
imposing “federal non-
Discrimination protections for all 

Religious 
Liberty verse 
LGBT agenda  

• Strongly supports the freedom of Americans to 
act in accordance with their religious beliefs , not 
only in their houses of worship but also in their 
everyday lives  

• We value the right of America's religious leaders 
to preach, and Americans have to speak freely, 
according to their faith. Republicans believe the 
federal government, specifically the IRS , is 
constitutionally prohibited from policing or 
censoring speech based on religious convictions 
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LGBT Americans” “on the basis 
of “gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identity.” 

or beliefs, and therefore urge and the repeal of 
the Johnson Amendment  

• Supports the coercive HHS 
contraception mandate against 
faith-based groups like Little 
Sisters of the Poor. 
• Supports the Obama 
administration’s redefinition of  
“sex discrimination” to include 
abortion and sex change 
operations. 

Conscience 
Rights in 
Healthcare 

• Supports the conscience rights of doctors, nurses, 
pharmacists, and health care plans that do not 
want to participate in morally objectionable 
services like abortion. 
• Supports “the right of parents to determine the 
proper medical treatment and therapy for their 
minor children.” 

Will “appoint judges [to] … protect 
a woman’s right to …abortion” and 
a progressive agenda of “equality 
for all” in which LGBT rights trump 
religious liberty. 

Supreme 
Court 

• “We support the appointment of judges who 
respect traditional family values and the sanctity of 
innocent human life.” 
• Seeks to “enable courts to begin to reverse the 
long line of activist decisions—including Roe, 
Obergefell, and the Obamacare cases.” 

Silent on the role of God in 
government. 

God in 
Government 

• “If God-given, natural, inalienable rights come in 
conflict with government, court, or human-granted 
rights, God-given, natural, inalienable rights always 
prevail.” 
• “We support the public display of the Ten 
Commandments as a reflection of our history and 
our country’s Judeo-Christian heritage.”  Will “fight 
for school choice” and “local control.” 

• Silent on school choice. 
• “We believe a strong public 
education system is an anchor of 
our democracy” for “all children. 

Education • Will “fight for school choice” and “local control.” 
• Recognizes that “parents,” not the government, 
“are a child’s first and foremost educators, and 
opposes Common Core.”  
• Supports home-schooling, private or parochial 
schools, vouchers, and tuition tax credits, etc.  
• Encourages teaching the Bible as an elective in 
public schools. 

Promotes condom-based sex 
education. 

Sex 
Education 

Supports “sexual risk avoidance education that sets 
abstinence until marriage as the responsible and 
respected standard of behavior.” 

Supports the Obama 
administration’s redefinition of  
“sex discrimination” in Title IX to 
mandate transgender bathrooms 
and showers in public schools and 
universities through “the 
continued development of sex 
discrimination law to cover LGBT 
people.” 

Transgender 
Bathrooms 
in Schools 

Opposes the Obama administration’s Title IX 
transgender bathroom edict, since it is “at once 
illegal, dangerous, and ignores privacy issues,” and 
“impose[s] a social and cultural revolution upon the 
American people by wrongly redefining sex 
discrimination to include sexual orientation or 
other categories.” 

• Calls for funding abortion on 
demand overseas by repealing the 
Helms Amendment, which bars 
U.S. foreign money for abortion. 
• Will “ensure America’s foreign 
policy is inclusive of LGBT people 
around the world … including 
combating efforts by any nation to 

International 
Abortion and 
LGBT Agenda 

• Opposes the federal government funding 
abortion overseas and calls for restoring the Mexico 
City Policy, to bar federal money from going to 
foreign organizations which “provide or promote 
abortion,” or are complicit in China’s one-child 
policy. 
• Condemns the Obama administration for 
“imposing on foreign recipients, especially the 
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infringe on LGBT rights or ignore 
abuse.” 

peoples of Africa, its own radical social agenda 
while excluding faith-based groups.” 

Believes in “defeating terrorism 
and combatting climate change.” 

Terrorism “Radical Islamic terrorism poses an existential 
threat to personal freedom and peace around the 
world. We oppose its brutal assault on all human 
beings, all of whom have inherent dignity.” 

 
If one is informed, can a Democrat claim to be a Christian? 

Can one profess Christianity while still supporting the Democrat 
Party and be morally consistent? 
--------------------------------------- 

BLM – Black Lives Matter Position Statement 
This portion is included because the Democrat Party and the BLM 
movement support each other in basic ideology and monetary 
contributions22. Notice the similarities between the Democrat Party and 
the BLM  in the majority of positions. We have highlighted the most 
prominent moral positions which conflict with the biblical standards. This 
information is taken from the BLM website word-for-word,23   
 

• “Black Villages 
We are committed to disrupting the Western-prescribed nuclear family 
structure requirement by supporting each other as extended families and 
“villages” that collectively care for one another, and especially “our” 
children to the degree that mothers, parents and children are comfortable.” 
[NOTE: This conflicts with Genesis 1 and 2 regarding God’s design not 
only for family but for civilization] 
 

• “Globalism 
We see ourselves as part of the global Black family and we are aware of 
the different ways we are impacted or privileged as Black folk who exist 
in different parts of the world.” [NOTE: This conflicts with Genesis 1:27 
and Galatians 3:28, as well as with the Declaration of Independence 
statement that “All men are created equal”. This position also is in 
conflict with the biblical precept of national boundaries per nation] 
 

• “Queer Affirming 
We are committed to fostering a queer‐affirming network. When we 
gather, we do so with the intention of freeing ourselves from the tight grip 
of heteronormative thinking or, rather, the belief that all in the world are 
heterosexual unless s/he or they disclose otherwise.”  
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• “Trans Affirming 
We are committed to embracing and making space for trans brothers and 
sisters to participate and lead. We are committed to being self-reflexive 
and doing the work required to dismantle cis-gender privilege and uplift 
Black trans folk, especially Black trans women who continue to be 
disproportionately impacted by trans-antagonistic violence.” 
 

• “Collective Value 
We are guided by the fact all Black lives, regardless of actual or perceived 
sexual identity, gender identity, gender expression, economic status, 
ability, disability, religious beliefs or disbeliefs, immigration status or 
location.” 
 

• “Black Families 
We are committed to making our spaces family-friendly and enable 
parents to fully participate with their children. We are committed to 
dismantling the patriarchal practice that requires mothers to work “double 
shifts” that require them to mother in private even as they participate in 
justice work.” 
 

• “Unapologetically Black 
We are unapologetically Black in our positioning. In affirming that Black 
Lives Matter, we need not qualify our position. To love and desire 
freedom and justice for ourselves is a necessary prerequisite for wanting 
the same for others.” 
 

• “Black Women 
We are committed to building a Black women affirming space free from 
sexism, misogyny, and male‐centeredness.” 
 

The Bible promotes equality in the eyes of God for all nations and ethnic 
groups, as do the principles of the Constitution. Everything stated in the 
BLM platform is promoting racism – some races are better than others 
and can only lead to divisions. The Bible – and Christianity – would not 
deny that racism exists and that it is always wrong. The question is, what 
is the real cause of the terrible positions many black people find 
themselves in today , and what can Christians do to help lift our brothers 
and sisters out of these conditions? That is where our focus should be. 
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Chapter 10 - Conclusion 

A Word from the Wise 

President James Garfield said, "Now more than ever, the people are 
responsible for the character of their Congress. If that body is ignorant, reckless, 
corrupt, it is because the people tolerate ignorance, recklessness, and corruption. 
If it be intelligent, brave, and pure, it's because the people demand these qualities 
to represent them in the national legislature. If the next centennial does not find 
us a great nation, it will be because those who represent the enterprise, the 
culture, and the morality of the nation do not aid in controlling the political 
forces."  
 

“But a Constitution of Government once changed from Freedom, can never be 
restored. Liberty once lost is lost forever.” - John Adams  

“Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety 
deserve neither liberty nor safety.” - Benjamin Franklin 

“Timid men...prefer the calm of despotism to the boisterous sea of liberty.”                
– Thomas Jefferson 

John Hancock said, "I urge you, by all that is dear, all that is honorable, all that is 
sacred, not only that you pray but that you act."  

In summary, we find that it’s impossible to escape from politics. The rate we 
pay for our water and electrical is political. How we raise and educate our children 
is political. The medicines we take, the food we eat, all have to be FDA approved 
and allowed by the political authorities. Put your seatbelt on, follow the laws, 
watch out for the policeman, it's all political. And there's nothing that is done 
politically that does not touch upon one or more moral principles. Men can write 
good laws that make our society a joy to live in, or they’ll lay burdensome 
legislation on the people for their own gain. Without the immutable, perfect laws 
of God to build upon, society will inevitably collapse under its own sinful weight. 
If Christians don’t stand up and shine God’s light into the world, it will simply get 
darker.  

Stop buying the lie that says that we have to stay away from politics. As a matter 
of fact, we ought to be doing just the opposite. We should be looking for ways to 
engage in the process. For some, that means running for office or lobbying 
Congress, but for most it's as simple as sending an e-mail, or voting on election 
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day, or talking to your neighbors. You don't have to protest in the streets to have 
an impact, and it takes people from all 50 states and every walk of life. We've 
been silent on our own accord for far too long. Make your voice heard now, before 
we are forcibly silenced in our own homeland.24 

One Final Note 

I recently watched an excellent movie titled “Alone in Berlin”. It related the 
true story of an elderly couple who lived in Nazi Germany during World 
War II; and who, after their son was killed in the war, began their own 
secret campaign to spread the truth and expose the lies of Hitler’s regime 
– simply to save other’s sons from dying from those evil lies.  
 

Their method was simply to expose the lies and tell the truth about the 
Nazis on small postcards and place them at doorsteps or stairsteps in office 
buildings, knowing that someone would pick them up and read them. Even 
if they were picked up by Nazi sympathizers the notes would be read, and 
seeds of truth would be planted. In doing so, they had even risked their 
own lives. But to them, speaking the truth was more important than 
continuing in their own comfortable lives while doing nothing to stop the 
evil.    
 

Their son died because  he had been swept up by the propaganda of Hitler 
and the influence of the culture – a tragedy that is being repeated in our 
communities even today (consider the deadly consequences of the HIV 
and STD epidemics; the breakdown of the family due to the influences of 
pornography, the LGBTQ movement, the legalization of same-sex 
marriage; the acceptance and promotion of socialism, man-made climate 
change, and many other dangerous ideas)  
 

While we still have right and ability to speak freely in America, we can use 
the tools available to spread the truth and expose the lies anywhere and 
everywhere we are able.  Here are a few ideas for where and how to do 
so. Imagine if hundreds, thousands or even hundreds of thousands 
participated in this “Salt & Light” exercise? 
 
Individuals can:  
 

• Vote in every election, having researched the candidate’s positions and 
compared them to the principles of Scripture. This booklet can be a resource 
to assist you, but you’ll get better as you do the research yourself. 
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• Encourage every Christian you know to vote – biblically! 
• Encourage Christians who aren’t registered to register after comparing the 

platforms of the parties 
• Share information you learn or become aware of on social media sites such 

as Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, WhatsApp, etc.  
• Share with friends in normal conversation or through personal or group 

emails.  

Churches can: 
 
• Speak of these “bad cultural ideas” in the pulpit 
• Always plan “Election Sermon Sunday” before voting begins   
• Make announcements during church, and/or  
• Place links to articles that address these ideas onto the church website or app  
• Hand out voter guides, booklets, republican vs. democrat platform ideas, 

other resources 
• Send out email blasts to those who sign up at your church 
• Appoint a person to collect and pass on critical culture-war articles that can 

be passed along to the congregation through methods above  
• Set up voter registration tables before each national election 
• Encourage everyone in your congregation to vote and to ask their friends to 

vote 
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Study Guide Workbook 

 

Also available from Greater Than I Ministries, Inc. 

Full-length versions of our 

Thinking Like a Christian Video Series© 

14 - 1-hour DVD discs with Study Guide 
Workbooks to accompany the entire 
series  
 
For use with Homeschools or families 
with children in public school.  
 

    
        

 

 

 

You Are What You Think Worldview Textbook Series© 

  

14-DVD Video Series 
with Workbooks 

 

Also available to be streamed 
at Vimeo.com at 

https://vimeo.com/ondemand/tlac 

A "hybrid" text version of the Thinking Like a 
Christian Video Series, that present the biblical 
worldview in 12 key subjects of life.  
We use the word "hybrid" because we have 
added about 20% more material in the 
textbook series than is in the video series. 
 

Find these resources and more at 
https://GTImin.com 
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Find our videos on: 

Genesis Science Network 

http://genesissciencenetwork.com 

GTImin.com 

These networks are available on Computer, 
Roku, Amazon Fire, Google T.V, etc. 

 

Faith & Family Movies, Kids Biblical 
Education, and Crossflix Originals. 

 

 

Impacting the Lives of Family and Friends 
WATCH EVERYWHERE. CANCEL ANYTIME. 

 

The Truli Faith and Family 
Entertainment Network 

 
 
 
                www.Truli.com 
 

Greater Than 
I Ministries 
 

http://www.truli.com/
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