
 

This is the first in a short series of commentaries dealing with this vastly important topic 

Introduction 

Let’s begin with some facts: 

From the time the Pilgrims landed in Plymouth until the mid-1800’s (barely over 200 
years), Christians led the nation in every sphere of life, and America was blessed by 

God 
 

● The Christian Worldview dominated in virtually every arena of life: government, education, arts, 

literature, science, technology, etc. 

● America became the most innovative, creative nation the world had ever seen. 

● America became the most charitable nation the world had ever seen. 

● The American legal system and her economy made America the envy of the world 

● Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859), a famous French statesman, historian and social philosopher, stated 

in his classic book Democracy in America, “There is no country in the world where the Christian 

religion retains a greater influence over the souls of men than in America, and there can be no 

greater proof of its utility and of its conformity to human nature than that its influence is powerfully 

felt over the most enlightened and free nation of the earth.” 

What was so special about these early Christians in America that led to such remarkable 
progress? 

● Within 20 years of landing at Plymouth, the Pilgrims established Harvard University 
● Christian denominations established 96 of the first 98 universities in America, and 

hundreds more over the 200 years following. (Question: Do we see this happening today?) 

● By the time of the signing of the Constitution, America had become the most literate 
nation in the world’s history 

Today, the church is losing ground in America faster than we can keep track 

● The fastest-growing religious segment in America today is made up of those who claim no religion at 

all1 
● 70-85% of church teens abandon their profession of faith by their second year in college2 
● Well over 70% of those who come foreword at crusades and altar calls are 

not found in church 5 years later3 
● In 50 years, the Christian church has fallen from being the most revered, 

respected religion in America to the most demeaned, divided, and 

derided faith of all. 

WHY has this happened? 

Ask just about anyone involved in the ministry at any Christian church in America the question: 
“what is the purpose of the church?”, and the most frequent response – the highest on the 



priority list – would be: “to preach the Gospel”, and possibly quote the Great Commission in 
Matthew 28:19-20 as their proof text. And while no one would argue against the idea that 
preaching the Gospel is an integral part of the purpose of the church, the answer given frankly 
falls far short of answering the question asked, …and this is where the church has lost its 
bearings over the last 150 years.  

● By the mid-1800’s, the Christian church in America forsook their earlier priority to educate and equip 

the saints with a Biblical worldview, teaching doctrine and practical application of the Word to every 

walk of life; and instead, became focused upon “evangelism”.  

● The priority of most churches became set upon increasing their numbers by “saving people” through 

revivals and altar calls, rather than by patiently teaching, reasoning, and modeling the Christian walk as 

the Apostle Paul and the New Testament church did so effectively.  

● The people became illiterate in their knowledge of the Bible and how to apply it in everyday life.  

● The Church became virtually anti-intellectual, and as a result, ineffective in the world. 

● We say we believe the Word, but more than half of church attendees today have accepted 

homosexuality, gay marriage, abortion, and co-habitation – even if their home church does not.  

We separated the Church from the state (not vice-versa, as the Bible requires), the spiritual 
from the material; the heart from the mind, and God’s grace from God’s law. None of these 
divisions are scriptural. 

In short, we left our first love.  

Stick with us as we elaborate further and present the scriptural support for the 

“radical” statements above.  

CLICK HERE to open the FREE E-book and continue reading where you left off 

1Pew Research Center, U.S. News and World Report 

2Thom Rainer and Sam. S. Rainer III, Essential Church (Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2008); Dyck, Drew (2010-10-01). Generation 
Ex-Christian: Why Young Adults Are Leaving the Faith; Southern Baptist Council on Family Life Report, 2002; Josh McDowell, David H. 
Bellis, Green Key Books (2006); Assemblies of God Study, Dayton A. Kingsriter (2007)  
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What Does the Bible Say? 

With that as our introduction, let us now support our statements by referring to Scripture. 

We will begin by examining two passages:  

Matt 28:19-20 (The Great Commission) Jesus commanded the 
apostles: 19 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you...”  

Rev. 2:4-5 Jesus warned the church in Laodicea: “But I have this 
against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore, remember 
from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove 
your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent.”  

 What it means to “Make Disciples” 

Notice that the first portion of Christ’s command is “make disciples”. But what is a disciple? The Greek word is mathētḗs , 
which is defined in Strong’s Concordance: to disciple, i.e. helping someone to progressively learn the Word of God to 
become a matured, growing disciple (literally, "a learner", a true Christ-follower); to train (develop) in the truths of 
Scripture and the lifestyle required, i.e. helping a believer learn to be a disciple of Christ in belief and practice. 
(Emphasis ours) 

Notice that there is no reference here to what may be called “mass microwave evangelism”: Altar calls given at large 
crusades or at the end of every service, where unbelievers are urged to say the Sinner’s Prayer (i.e., “repeat after me…”) 
and be instantly saved. This is not how disciples are made, according to Scripture. It is estimated that less than 3%-5% of 
these “conversions” last. 

No. Instant conversion is not even hinted at in the definition of the Greek term. The words “progressively”, “matured, 
growing”, and “learn” are the active terms that describe the process required to properly make a disciple.4 

In verse 20 of Matthew 28, Christ commands that we “teach them to observe…”. The word teach in the Greek means 
"cause to learn; to instruct, impart knowledge (disseminate information).” This, again, suggests a process which requires 
time for the learner to critically think through the propositions and principles of Christianity, and for the Holy Spirit to 
convict and convince the heart/mind/soul of the Gospel’s truths, opening his eyes to see and his ears to hear.  

But what is Christ commanding them to teach? “All that I have commanded you.”  

Wait a minute? Christ gave commandments? I thought this was the covenant of grace? No more laws, right?  

WRONG! (we’ll explain this in detail shortly) 

And more to the point, Christ is not commanding them to merely teach new converts all that He has commanded, but to 
OBSERVE all that He has commanded. The Greek word for “observe” means to “keep, guard, observe, watch over”.  There 
is a huge difference between telling someone, “Christ says that every man who looks at a woman with lustful intent has 
already committed adultery in his heart,” and actually teaching them HOW TO keep, guard, observe, and watch over their 
heart so that they will make it their LIFESTYLE to keep this commandment.  

To put it even more simply, it is one thing for the instructor of an auto mechanics class to teach line-by-line through the parts 
catalog, defining the function of each part. But without someone to assist them in the assembly of an engine, the class may 
never get the car started. Theory without application is useless.  

When we are teaching HOW TO, we are teaching PRACTICE or PRACTICAL APPLICATION.  And once again, this takes time.  But 
the point here is that teaching the Gospel means teaching law (all the commandments of Christ).  More specifically, teaching 
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the Gospel means teaching (discipling, training) a new Christian HOW TO be vigilant of his own heart so that he will be 
constantly implementing the commandments (laws) of Christ within his practical day-to-day living.  

It is the Holy Spirit, through the power of the Word that saves souls. He saves! Our greatest responsibility is to disciple 
them from that point. The real task – discipleship – begins after salvation. 

God’s Instructions to Israel before Entering the Promised Land 

 

Let’s look at one last portion of Scripture, taken from Deuteronomy. In this passage 
(Deut. 4:1-2, 9), God is giving instructions to the Jews (for the second time, because they 
paid no attention the first time) regarding how they are to live their lives in the new 
land He is sending them to. Notice the priorities: 1) listen (i.e., learn) the statutes and 
rules that I (God) have taught you, and do them!!  2) Do not add or subtract from My 
Word, but obey them. 3) …be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not 
forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you 
live. 4) Teach them to your children and to their children after them. 

Now, look closely at the first priority: Listen. In other words, learn the statutes and rules that I (God) have taught you, 
and do them in every part of your life!! This is exactly the same thing that Christ commanded His disciples in the Great 
Commission – teach them (new Christians) all that I have commanded, and teach them how to observe all that I have 
commanded (i.e., DO THEM).  

The requirements of the old and new covenants are identical – know the law (commandments, teachings) and practice 
the law (keep, guard, observe the commandments, teachings).  The main distinction between the old and new 
covenant is not that the requirement to keep the law has changed, but that now we can actually meet the 
requirement (and even desire to) because of what Christ accomplished on the cross.  ”And I will give you a new heart, 
and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of 
flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and CAUSE YOU TO WALK IN MY STATUES AND BE CAREFUL TO OBEY MY 
RULES”. (Ezekiel 36:26-27)  

Question. Who is Ezekiel speaking of, Old Testament believers or New Testament believers?  Answer – New Testament 
believers.  This means that New Testament believers (i.e., Christians) will be distinguished by their walking in (continually 
practicing) Christ’s statutes (laws) and their obedience to His rules.  And they will want to because they have been given 
a new heart with new desires, and because God Himself will make sure of it (I will cause you to walk in My statutes).  

Bottom line – true Christianity is marked by a deep desire to obey Christ’s commandments.  It still involves rules, 
commandments, law.  Grace does not eliminate God’s law; grace gives the Christian the desire and the ability to keep 
God’s law – not perfectly; but with far greater success than before our salvation. Put another way, the new covenant 
doesn’t jettison God’s law, it jettison’s the old heart that hated God’s law and replaces it with a new heart that loves 
God’s law.  

Therefore, the first love of the Christian, and by extension the Church, is to learn and observe all that Christ has 
commanded.  The first love of the Christian is law.  

But someone will say, “No, the first love of the Christian is Christ.” And to this Christ says, “If you love Me, you will keep 
My commandments.” Hang on a second, I thought that law and love were diametrically opposed to one another? Nope. 
What is the greatest commandment (law)? LOVE the Lord your God with all your heart.  And the 2nd greatest 
commandment (law) is like the first. LOVE your neighbor as yourself. Love and law are not mutually exclusive, they are 
mutually inclusive. Therefore, if the first love of the Christian is law, does this describe the American Church? Or has the 
American Church left its first love?  

The priorities in Deuteronomy 4 are on: 
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● Listening, or learning and obeying God’s Word (the law of the Lord) – which requires (1) continuous, thorough, 
education and (2) constant challenges to apply this knowledge wisely and virtuously in real life (as Jesus 
instructed in Matt. 28 above). 

● Remembering the history of God’s works to bring them out of slavery and into freedom. Don’t let god’s history 
be forgotten. 

● Teaching the children and grandchildren the same lessons, principles and behaviors 

Are these the priorities of the majority of churches in America today?  

Again, it appears we have left our first love.  

In our next commentary, we will present a more definitive answer to the question: “what is the purpose of the church”, 
and we will take a very close look at the relationship between America’s failing public education system and the rapid 
decline in the influence of Christianity in our nation.  

 

4 If a conversion appears to be “instant”, the true conversion will 
be known only in time (Matt. 7:16-20). No man can tell another 
that he or she is saved simply because they repeated a prayer. 
The Holy Spirit is the One who brings about the “conversion”, and 
He is the only one who knows if the confession of faith is real. 
And no doubt He has been working on the soul’s heart for much 
longer than an instant.  
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