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This series, which began in 
2013, was inspired by a single 
photograph taken at a set up for 
an event. “One of the girls was 
holding a bunch of foliage… 
I posted the shot on Instagram 
and my blog and it was really 
pretty,” says Sydney-based 
photographer Luisa Brimble. 
The concept grew as Luisa 
worked with flower growers 
and florists — “the idea behind 
the series was having people  
in the shots who have an 
affinity with flowers, and 
usually it’s in a location where 
the flowers have been picked”. >  
Photography Luisa Brimble, 
follow @luisabrimble on 
Instagram. Flowers by Amelia 
Toohey, follow @theflowerera 
on Instagram. Model Nicole 
Valentine Don.  
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Hand-picked: Voluptuous bunches of flowers and foliage feature in these stunning 
shots from the ongoing series Girl Holding Flowers by photographer Luisa Brimble.  

Words VIRGINIA IMHOFF
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[Pick of the bunch]  

The exquisite purity of white 

Hydrangea arborescens (top 

left) stands out against the 

seascape, while fiery red 

Ceratopetalum gummeriferum 

‘Christmas Bush’ (left)  

is even more dramatic  

en masse. A mix of rich 

magenta Dahlia ‘Soulman’ 

and ‘Old Faithful’ peony 

(above) is simply beautiful. 

If your bookshelves are 
overflowing, an armoire makes 
an ideal library. Solve the book 
storage problem by stowing 
lanky volumes on their side, 
spines out and stacked 
attractively in the wide shelves. 
Cupboards of all descriptions 
invite books with their thick 
ledges. Use the different 
shelves to get your books in 
shape, by breaking them up 
with collections that relate to 
the volumes. A vase, decorative 
bust or trailing indoor plant is 
the perfect finishing touch.

LIBRARY IN  
A CUPBOARD

These photographs were  
taken on the headland above 
Maroubra Beach, where the 
blooms were supplied by  
local florist, Hamblins. Among 
the brimming armfuls of 
magnificent blooms were 
gloriously ruffled dahlia 
varieties, smokebush, white 
hydrangea, Christmas bush  
and tropical foliage. Looking 
more like a race day hat,  
here Bella holds an enormous 
swag of Dahlia ‘Café au Lait’, 
one of the most popular 
varieties, over her shoulder. >
Flowers by Hamblins,  
follow @hamblinsflowers  
on Instagram. Model  
Bella Thomas. 
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The fluffy blooms of Cotinus 
coggygria ‘Smokebush’ (left) 
arranged around Bella 
resemble a frothy tutu, while 
the bold tropical foliage of 
Dypsis lutescens ‘Golden Cane 
Palm’, Dracaena marginata 
and Cordyline fruticosa  
appear like a train here and 
makes a dramatic study of 
texture, colour and form. 
Flowers and foliage take on  
all the theatrical drama of  
high fashion when held by  
a model in huge bunches  
on nature’s stage.

BOTANIC ART

HL For more beautiful flowers,  
visit homelife.com.au/gardening


