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This stunning Dudley home built on
a cliff is something to behold.
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I t perches as though placed by the gods themselves,
overlooking an immortal landscape of earth and sea,
but the owner of this Dudley home is only human.

“I can remember the first morning after we moved in,
I was standing at the kitchen bench making the school
lunches and I just thought ’Oh my God, look at my
house’,’’ she recalls. “I think I was in shock.’’

Any new visitor to this tri-level masterpiece, the work
of Newcastle architect Shane Blue, would be
completely familiar with the ‘‘Oh my God’’ factor.
‘‘Wow’’ just doesn’t seem to cut it.

Admittedly, the first reaction is not really to the house
at all. It’s the incredible view, following the coastline as
it juts and curves all the way from Dudley to Newcastle.
But having taken that in, it becomes apparent that this
home is an extension of all that natural beauty, built to
complement its incredible site and not to dominate it.

If that sounds like a simple task, it should be noted
that construction took a little more than three years.
And it took more than 12 months before there were
any visible signs of a house at all.

“It was a year before we were even out of the
ground,’’ the owner says, describing that period as
‘‘daunting’’ but not entirely unanticipated.

“Time was never a massive thing to us,’’ the owner



A spectacular feature of the home is a
25-metre lap pool, which is partly
suspended over the lower level and
includes an infinity edge that merges with
the ocean view.

“I love it because I can exercise in it,’’ the
owner says. “It fits with my lifestyle. It’s so
tranquil. It’s heaven having the pool and
that view. It’s my greatest indulgence.’’

FAVOURITE FEATURE

adds, although she and her husband and their
three children, now aged 11, 9 and 7, were
living in a small rented cottage down the road
while the home was being built, sharing one
bathroom and two bedrooms. “It was far more
important for us that it was done right and
done properly. We were very accepting of
that.’’

The first year was spent securing the
2500-square-metre site, and the rock cliff face
that was covered in vegetation when the
owners bought the land but is now an incredible
feature of the lower-level corridor that links the
children’s bedrooms. One side of the corridor is
an expanse of glass just centimetres from the
rock face, which is spotlit at night to create an
even more spectacular effect.

It’s this kind of marriage of the natural and

the built that is evident in every corner of the
property, inside and out. The work of Avalon-
based landscape designer Richard Stutchbury
has been vital in connecting the home’s
outdoor spaces with its wider environment
and with the house itself.

“Everything about the house is very
Australian,’’ the owner says.

“We wanted it to sit in the environment.’’
The work of ‘‘meticulous’’ builder Danny

Smith, the house is worth every day of the
three-plus years it took to become a reality.

“It was a very complicated build,’’ the owner
says, explaining that construction began at the
bottom of the sloping site and progressed
upwards. “It all had to be very well planned.

“The landscaping was done before the house
was built,’’ she says of the ‘‘adventure
playground’’ garden below the house.

‘‘When we moved in we had this lovely
established garden.’’

The materials and colours used
inside and out are an extension of
the natural environment, and
three stunning paintings by former
Newcastle-based artist Brett
McMahon bring the gum trees
quite literally inside. Two of the
series hang in the upstairs lounge
room, while another larger work
dominates one wall of the master
bedroom. The owner explains that
the works were all painted about
150 metres away, which explains
why they seem so very much at
home here.

All the furniture has been chosen for its
aesthetic appeal and fit, and also its Australian
design and manufacture. Most has been
sourced through Newcastle’s Hunter Valley
Design, although the dining table is a one-off
made by the building foreman using
hardwood timbers from the original cottage
that occupied the site.

As for the family that calls this magnificent
house home, they are living proof of its
organic nature.

‘‘We’re evolving and growing into the
house,’’ the owner says, praising their very
talented architect for seeing this was what the
future would hold. “We were very confident
immediately that he understood us.

“He’s been able to capture who we are.’’

Do you know of a home we could feature?
Contact weekender@theherald.com.au.
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