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PERFECTING THE PAN-PAN 

Without the need to call pan-pan three times to signal a state of urgency, 

the new Pan Pan man-overboard beacon only needs to hit the water once 

before sounding the alarm. Although still in the final stages of develop-

ment, the “smart crew watcher,” developed by Jason Schot and Julien 

Ranzijn, works directly with a smartphone or tablet and its related app. 

The idea arose when Schot’s father-in-law headed out on a sailing 

trip early this year with one crewmember and no easy way to sound 

an alarm if one went overboard while the other slept. The PanPan 

provides the essential data needed for recovery and rescue. Once the 

alarm is activated, the program 

coordinates who went over, point of loss, time of the 

event, and constantly updates the rescue heading. The 

beacon does not require manual activation and will trig-

ger the alarm automatically in a man-overboard event, 

but is smart enough to distinguish such an event 

from rain or splashing waves. 

The manufacturer is ready to go, and the proto-

type beacon, measuring 30 millimeters by 83 mil-

limeters, is small enough to clip on a belt, hang on 

a lanyard, or slip in a pocket, and is currently being 

tested and fine-tuned. The PanPan is estimated to 

retail for under $100 and will be available by the end 

of the year. www.crewwatcher.com 

STUCK ON SOUNDS

Having music soothe your way on a kayak or pump 

you up on your next snowboard adventure is a treat, so 

Sticky Sounds created a speaker that easily mounts on 

your ride and won’t be ruined by rain, sleet, hail, snow, 

waves, or... you get the picture. IPx6 rated, the rugged, 

shockproof, low-profile triangular speaker measures 7.6 

by 7 by 3.2 inches and fits GoPro mounts as well as spe-

cialty mounts for boards, bikes, belts, and more. Besides 

its Bluetooth capability, Sticky Sounds has an SD card 

to play tunes without carrying another device, and also 

continues play when charging the lithium battery via a 

USB charger, but the eight-hour battery life should be 

plenty of time to enjoy the day. Oh, and if it does take a 

dip in the water, don’t worry. It floats. 

Sticky Sounds is currently priced at $48.95.

www.stickysounds.com


