
WE ARE PROUD TO BE ‘UNRECOGNISABLE’! 

What are bioplastics?

Bioplastic is the term for any plastic that contains plant 
based material. It does not mean that the plastic is 100% 
plant based or is compostable. It may be a combination of 
plants and fossil fuels.

WhileWhile Polylactic Acid (PLA) is the least hazardous of 
bioplastics, this does not take into account additives. 
Additives are often added to make products and this make 
the plastic more toxic and less compostable.

BioplasticBioplastic is an unspecific term that does not tell you 
anything about the material. While these plastics are 
marketed as more environmentally friendly than fossil fuel 
based materials they will still act like plastic if they end up 
in the environment, taking years to break down. 

www.rubbishwhisperer.co.nz

There are no Food Safe standards for paper 
straws in New Zealand. This means that 
they may not be produced with safe 
materials, inks and dyes or in food safe 
environments. Our Aardvark paper straws 
meet overseas guidelines for these 
qualities. 

TheThere is no regulation around what is called 
a bioplastic in NZ or how that term is used. 
NZ has very few large scale commercial 
composting facilities so many of these 
‘compostable’ packaging options have 
nowhere to go but landfill. 

The Ministry for 
Primary Industries 
does not regulate 
paper straws or 
bioplastics in NZ

The PLA straws 
remained unchanged in all 
environments after two years, 
with minimal fragmentation.

WHERE DID THE 
PAPER STRAWS GO?

Paper straws were quickly 
unrecognisable on land, 
and in the ocean. 
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Straws:
Paper vs Bioplastic

Reference: Beer Alternatives Now report released 2018,   Allen et al. Beer Alternatives Now 
B.A.N List 2.0, 5Gyres. 
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