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 2017 AGM Recap & Letter from the President 
 
Greetings MacKenzie!  Hope all are safe and doing well.  Things are looking good for 
the Society in 2017 and look even better going forward.  We are growing with both 
new memberships as well as renewals.  Things look bright for the future of the Clan 
MacKenzie Society in the US, Inc. as we continue to enjoy our heritage and celebrate at 
highland games across the country.  Thank you one and all, for all you do.  The society 
is only as good as the members and we have the best in the world!  
  
Hurricanes and wild fires have ravaged our nation recently and our cousins worldwide 
have seen the devastation and have been in contact with us.  Margaret MacKenzie, 
President of the Clan MacKenzie Society in Scotland and the UK, sent greetings and 
offered thoughts and prayers from across the pond.  (Margaret’s greeting was read at 
the AGM and will be submitted to the Tulach Ard for printing.)  We all know someone 
affected by Harvey and Irma or have family affected by the wild fires across the Pacific 
Northwest and Mountain regions.  We all appreciate that our extended family thinks 
cares about us.  Clan means family and as large as the planet is, it is still a small world. 
 
As for the AGM… Clan MacKenzie Society was the Honored Clan this year and we were 
all over the event!  I had the honor of announcing the clans Friday night, spoke at the 
opening ceremony following the parade of tartan, judged at the shortbread booth, etc.  
The games host, Kris McKenzie, made sure to include us in as much as we wanted to 
do.  She and her team were very accommodating.  We even had a double tent on the 
front line of the field adjacent the viewing stand, VIP tent and beer garden.  It was 
front and center for all that was going on.  Thanks to Barbara for bringing extra tents.  
We are able to meet in the clan tent vs. needing to find a secondary meeting location.  
It was nice to be able to conduct the business of the society from our clan tent.  It was 
especially nice to see all the MacKenzie tartan all weekend.  The McKenzie River flows 
thru the Willamette Valley, so many local organizations wear MacKenzie tartan.    

We gathered Sept 15-17 for our Annual General Meeting at the McKenzie Highland 
Games in Springfield, Oregon.  Springfield is next to Eugene, the home of the Universi-
ty of Oregon.  Go Ducks!  First time we have had an AGM on the West Coast in 10 
years!  Those who were able to attend had a grand time and those not able to attend 
missed a fun and productive weekend.  A little smoky on Friday and Saturday and a 
little rainy on Sunday but what is a Scottish gathering without a bit of weather?   
Thanks to Laurie MacKenzie-Kerr, our commissioner who hosts these games, for rec-
ommending McKenzie Highland Games for the AGM.  It was the 3rd anniversary of 
these games so helping them to get established and grow was terrific.  We look for-
ward to seeing them grow into a regional event. 
 
Friday night’s activities were indoors.  The risk of fire was high so no torch light cere-
mony took place.  The stage had not been completed, as happens at events like these 
from time to time, so we improvised and took the party indoors.  The event featured 
bagpipes, harp, highland dancing and a roll call of the clans attending vs. an actual call-
ing of the clans.  Snacks, drinks, beer and wine were offered and accepted.  It was a 
different opening event than I have ever attended, but fun. (Continued on Page 2)  
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Website/Social Media 

 

Check us out on the following 

platforms: 

www.clanmackenzieusa.com 

FaceBook:  

ClanMackenzieUSA 

 

Email: 

cmsuspres@gmail.com 

cmsussec@gmail.com 

cmsustreas@gmail.com 

 

Twitter: 

Coming soon… 

 

Instagram: 

Coming soon... 

Recap & Letter (Continued) 
Saturday started as expected, with heavy games exhibitions, food, music, whisky tasting, 
sheep dogs working the magic and all the fun and festivities the games have to offer.  The 
business of the Society was conducted Saturday from 2-3 PM with the group meeting in the 
MacKenzie tent.  We had good national attendance at the meeting with representatives 
coming from North Carolina, Wyoming, Washington, Michigan, Oregon and California… that 
we know of.   
 
A few items of note are as follows:  A donation will be made to the Castle Leod Restoration 
Fund, due to the generous donations from the membership.  The MacKenzie Scholarship 
Fund has been increased, due in part to the success of the MacKenzie store on ClanMacken-
zieUSA.com.   Chris MacKenzie, from Michigan, has been appointed Regional VP and we ex-
pect big things from him.  We are looking to expand out footprint in California with the addi-
tion of new members Danny and HM MacKenzie.  Look for big happenings on the West Coast 
from them!  And finally, thank you to all who traveled to attend the AGM, great distances 
and small.  It is appreciated.  
 
Sunday was a beautiful morning and the rain knocked down the smoke.  It was a little wet 
but not a soaking.  We finished out the day, broke down the tents, packed up and left for 
home.   
With another AGM in the books, and a grand time had by all who attended, the Society is 
now set for a terrific rest of the year.  The Board of Directors will soon begin planning for the 
2018 AGM at the Glasgow, KY Highland Games, the first weekend of June.  It is exciting to be 
able to move the AGM each year so that every member has an opportunity to attend at a 
venue in their geographical region.  Future AGM locations are as follows:  2019 Longs Peak 
Highland Games at Estes Park, CO.  2020 Scotland.  2021 Charleston, SC.  (Cabarfeidh has 
been invited as Honored Guest with Clan MacKenzie Society being Honored Clan for the 50th 
anniversary of Charleston Highland Games.)  
 
Love the games?  Keep sending in those renewals!  You are free to send checks by mail or 
renew by credit card online.  You can do so at clanmackenzie.com or on clanmacken-
zieusa.com, while shopping for MacKenzie gear online.  Be sure to also check out our Face-
book page at Clan MacKenzie USA.  Exciting things are happening as we expand our presence 
on social media.       
 
In conclusion, special thanks to Victoria MacKenzie, who has given many years to supporting 
the society from Commissioner to Regional VP to Board of Directors.  She has given of herself 
tirelessly and has been a great asset to the society.  Thank you for the donation of tent gear 
with your retirement.  Your generous donation will help other tent hosts across the nation to 
upgrade their displays.  (By the way, Victoria won multiple medals for her solo piping.)  Con-
gratulations and thank you. 
 
James Mounce 
President and Lt to Cabarfeidh  
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James Mounce and Victoria MacKenzie 

@ 2017 McKenzie Highland Games  

In Photo Left to Right: Sheril 

Mounce, Steve Mounce, McKenna, 

Mounce, Lindy Mounce, James 

Mounce, Chris McKenzie, Danny 

McKinsey, HM McKinsey, Jenn 

McKinzie, Margie McKinzie, Barbara 

MacKenzie 



2017 AGM Secretary Report: 
 
AGM minutes are available for 
review online at 
www.mackenzieclanusa.com 
 
At time of reporting in Septem-
ber the Society had 415 active 
members.  
Eastern: 77 
Heartland: 48 
Northeast: 47 
Pacific West: 71 
Rocky Mountain: 23 
Southern: 118 
Southwest: 25 
 
As mentioned before, this moves 
the US Society into the largest 
Society ahead of our Northern 
friends in Canada.  
 
Commissioners, please remem-
ber to send games recaps with 
photos of the games you attend. 
We want you to be featured in a 
Tulach Ard issue. Also send tent 
sign in sheets. I will send out a 
thank you for stopping in via Mail 
Chimp. This is important in gain-
ing name recognition and getting 
more people out to the games 
year after year! 
 
2018 is a busy administrative 
year!  
 
ELECTIONS: 
Nominations forms will be mailed 
out in March 2018. They will also 
be available online. Voting will 
occur via mail and online in May 
2018.  
 
BYLAW REVISONS: 
Proposed bylaw revisions or addi-
tions are due with officer nomi-
nations in March 2018. Bylaws 
can be accessed on the website, 
www.mackenzieclanusa.com. 
Again, submissions can be mailed 
or submitted online.  
 
 

Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 

By Kirk MacKenzie 

2017 was going to be the first time the clans have been asked to march in the Tattoo 

that has been held at the Edinburgh Castle since 1950.  The last time the clans 

marched to the Castle was when they came to Edinburgh to lay siege during 

the Jacobite uprisings in 1745.  The clans were unsuccessful in their capture attempt 

but we were finally getting into the Castle’s Great Hall in mass.  

The Tattoo is an annual event that runs for three weeks and sells out to 217,000 

attendees each year.  It is also watched on television by over 100 million viewers in 

over 30 countries.  Clans MacKenzie and MacLeod were the honored clans this night 

and were asked to dress in their tartan wear and lead the bands out of the castle.  The 

two Clans met in the Great Hall of the Castle for a short reception, and then marched 

out through narrow and steep passageways lined with bands from around the world.  

Clan MacKenzie was led by our Chief, His Lordship The Earl of Cromartie, Lord John 

Ruaridh Grant MacKenzie of Kintail, Cabarfeidh accompanied by his sons Colin and 

Alasdair.  Proudly wearing our tartan kilts and clothing we entered the castle’s huge 

courtyard led by three pipers where we were greeted by thunderous cheering from 

the people in attendance.  I experienced goosebumps and not for the last time during 

the event.  

This unique event draws crowds (and performers) from all over the world with massed 

pipes and drums, military bands, display teams, and dancers.  While the MacKenzie 

and MacLeod clans were being seated the event’s emcee recognized visitors from 

around the world including Charlotte, North Carolina.  When I purchased our tickets I 

had to let the ticket office know where we were coming from.  We couldn’t believe we 

were singled out!  Janet and I were seated directly below the Royal Box so we had a 

wonderful view of the event.  

The Tattoo utilizes the courtyard floor and castle as a magnificent means of projecting 

dramatic lighting effects, and the fireworks were spectacular.  The military bands in-

cluded ones from the U.S. Navy, Japan, India, Great Britain, Australia, and Scotland.  A 

children’s choir provided voices for the playing of Alleluia and a lone piper closed the 

event with a solo from high up on the ramparts of the castle.  The goosebumps came 

up again.  The Tattoo was one of the most memorable and entertaining events Janet 

and I have ever attended.  It is held every August and if you plan to attend make sure 

you purchase tickets well in advance.  You can view highlights of the Tattoo at:  

 https://tinyurl.com/REMTattoo  
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2017 Clan Officers 

Society Officers:  
 
President and Lt to Cabarfeidh: 
James Mounce (Dodi) 
Phone: 704- 560-4994 
Personal Email: 
jmounce@carolina.rr.com 
Email: cmsuspres@gmail.com  
 
President-Elect and Treasurer: 
Barbara MacKenzie 
Phone: 307-214-4817 
Email: cmsustreas@gmail.com 

Secretary: 
Jennifer McKinzie 
Phone: 704-301-7963 
Email: cmsussec@gmail.com 

Regional Vice Presidents: 
Heartland: 
Chris MacKenzie 
Phone: 247-760-0981 
Email: crfmackenzie@gmail.com 

Northeast: 
OPEN 
 
Eastern: 
Jonathan MacKenzie Gordon 
Phone: 571- 334-2885 
Email: 
cmsus.easternregion@gmail.com 

Southern: 
Kirk MacKenzie 
Phone: 704-806-9810 
 
Southwest: 
OPEN 
 
Pacific-West: 
Victoria MacKenzie  (open 2018) 
Phone: 503-969-4396 
Email: vmac3205@comcast.net 
 
Rocky Mountain:  
Barbara MacKenzie 
Phone: 307-214-4817 
Email: cmsustresa@gmail.com  

We had a great day at the 9th Annual Scotland County Highland Games in Laurinburg, 
North Carolina.  Home to the St. Andrews University Pipe Band.  Our tent hosts were 
Shawn McKenzie from Pittsboro, Mark and Claire Tobyne from Sneeds Ferry and Molly 
and Donald McKenzie (me) from Pinehurst. 
The games were well attended and all of the clan tents seemed to be very busy.  We 
hope that we’ll get a  couple of new members as we had a genealogy connection be-
tween my McKenzie’s and theirs.   
With several brief passing rain storms our tent got quite full of bodies and having a 
“captive” audience we shared the MacKenzie Story. 
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Charleston Scottish Games & Highland Gathering 
RECAP by Don McKenzie 

2017 Scotland County Highland Games 
RECAP by Don McKenzie 

The MacKenzie’s were well represented at the Charleston Games this year with Clan 
Mackenzie Member Col Wayne Morgan as the Society Vice President and Games Direc-
tor and the Games Master of Ceremonies was Clan MacKenzie Member Cliff Wiggins. 
The MacKenzie tent was hosted by Donald McKenzie with support and assistance of  

Laurrie Bowdoin-Burns, her Dad, Glenn Bowdoin, Debbie McKenzie and Lindy Morgan.  

We signed up two new members, Katrina Floyd and Shawn Sloan . 

Seaside Highland Games 
RECAP by Danny McKinsey 

MacKenzie tent hosted by Molly Hansen, 

Art Hansen, HM and Danny McKinsey. 

Great weekend for handing out infor-

mation on Clan MacKenzie Society in the 

US! We had over twenty sign ups for more 

information on the Clan membership. Mol-

ly had the Clan stamp for the children’s 

passports. We had eight march in the Pa-

rade of the Clans. There is much excite-

ment in the recruitment of new members. 

The time is right to get California back on 

the MacKenzie Clan Society in the US. 

ABOVE PHOTO: Molly McKenzie, Claire and Mark 

Tobyne, Butch Adams and sons Aaron and Ethan, 

Shawn McKenzie, , Kate MacKenzie Clark and Connie 

McKenzie 

RIGHT PHOTO: Cathie Wiggins, Nancy Balance, Laurie 

Bowdoin-Burns, Glenn Bowdoin, Lindy Morgan, 

Debbie McKenzie and Donald McKenzie 

mailto:jmounce@carolina.rr.com
mailto:cmsuspres@gmail.com
mailto:cmsustreas@gmail.com
mailto:cmsussec@gmail.com
mailto:cmsus.easternregion@gmail.com


Had a wonderful day at the St. Andrews Society of Detroit 

168th Annual Highland Games.  My wife Maricela and I had 

our tent set up quickly as this is our 3rd games and have the 

ritual down pat.  At 11:30 we gathered in the center of the 

clan cultural center for the Blessing of the tartans.  This was 

the first that I have attended and thought it was quite inter-

esting.  Following this the clans lined up for the parade out 

onto the field to be introduced by the MC.  Joining Maricela 

and myself were Roland and Cheryl as well as Brad and his 

son.  Great to see him passing on the heritage to his son. 

Bill MacKenzie, whom I had met at the Alma games was in 

attendance as well as he is a drummer in the Flint Scottish 

Pipe Band.  Flint wears the MacKenzie modern tartan and 

displays the stags head on their bass drum. 

As the day progressed we had a constant flow of people 

through the tent for either information about their history 

or just Scottish history in general.  I felt that the banners I 

had up gave a great visual for guests and allowed me to 

explain the high points of the MacKenzie history quickly 

and easily.  Everyone loves pictures! 

One thing that impressed me was there were more than a 

few interested individuals who were younger than average.  

In my opinion most people don’t get interested in their 

heritage till much later.  Usually too late to discuss with 

grandparents, etc.  I know that this was the case with me.  

These individuals were in their late 20’s and gave me hope 

for the future of the society.   
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2017 Treasurer Report by Barbara MacKenzie 

St. Andrews Society of Detroit Highland 



CASTLE LEOD RESTORATION: 

Suzanne Skelly 

Ian G. MacKenzie 

Scott R. MacKenzie 

Constance Hiltz 

Margie McKinzie 

David Clunies 

Richard Dobbins 

Sally Walker 

Laurel MacKenzie-Caryl 

Barbara C. MacKenzie 

Kerri McKenzie Carmack 

Sandra Ide 

Kathleen Pettengill 

Robert Saritelli 

Peter & Judith White 

Elizabeth McKenzie Ariss 

Johanna MacKenzie Morgan 

Lynn Smart 

Deborah McKenzie-Brown 

Marc Douglas McKenzie 

Melody MacKenzie Lotspiech 

Mike Kenney 

Donald Smart 

 

MEMORIALS: 

Philip Morgan for  

Dennis Morgan 

Ryan McKenzie for  

James McKenzie 

Lochlan McKenzie for  

Francis MacKenzie 

 

Contributing Members: 

Timothy Kuryla 

 

Sustaining Members: 

Barbara C. MacKenzie 

 

Scholarship Fund: 

James Mounce 

Peter & Judith White 

 Special Donors 
Fiscal Year 2017 

 

Clan MacKenzie Society in the US, Inc. 

PO Box 403 

6704 Blackwood Lane 

Waxhaw, NC 28173 
 

Phone: 704-560-4994 

E-mail: CMSUSSEC@gmail.com 

 


