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SUBJECT: PERSONAL TESTIMONY

INTRODUCTION

A.
WHAT HAS GOD DONE IN YOUR LIFE?

B.
MORE IMPORTANTLY, WHAT IS HE DOING NOW?

C.
IF YOU HAVE AN ANSWER FOR THOSE QUESTIONS, “YOU HAVE A STORY TO TELL!”

D.
THE BIBLE GIVES US LOTS OF PERSONAL STORIES, NONE BETTER THAN THE ONE IN MARK 5.

1.
THIS MAN HAD SERIOUS PROBLEMS. 

2.
JESUS DEMONSTRATES HIS POWER OVER THE SPIRIT WORLD BY CASTING OUT THE DEMONS THAT PLAGUED THIS MAN.

3.
THE NEWLY DELIVERED FOLLOWER OF CHRIST WANTS TO ACCOMPANY JESUS ON HIS MISSION.

4.
JESUS GIVES HIM AN EVEN MORE IMPORTANT ASSIGNMENT AS REVEALED IN MARK 5: 18-20.  GO HOME AND TELL THE PEOPLE IN YOUR CIRCLE OF INFLUENCE, JESUS TELLS HIM.

E.
WHAT IS YOUR STORY?

1.
SALVATION.

2.
RESTORATION.

3.
DELIVERANCE.

4.
GOD’S FAITHFULNESS.

F.
YOUR STORY IS IMPORTANT, BECAUSE IT IS PERSONAL.  “IT REFLECTS NEWS, NOT VIEWS.”

G.
YOUR STORY HAS MANY PURPOSES.

I. YOUR STORY POINTS TO JESUS.

I. “REPORT TO THEM HOW MUCH THE LORD HAS DONE FOR YOU...”

I. YOUR STORY ISN’T ABOUT YOU; IT’S ABOUT HIM!

I. EVERY STORY IN THE BIBLE WHERE JESUS IMPACTED A PERSON’S LIFE REFLECTS MORE ON HIM THAN ON THEM!

I. THE WOMAN JESUS ENCOUNTERED AT THE WELL RAN BACK INTO TOWN AND SAID, “COME SEE A MAN WHO TOLD ME EVERYTHING I EVER DID.”

I. THE MAN IN MARK 5 PROCLAIMED EVERYWHERE WHAT JESUS HAD DONE.

I. YOUR STORY DOESN’T POINT TO RELIGION OR THEOLOGICAL DEBATE, IT POINTS TO JESUS.

II. YOUR STORY REFLECTS YOUR LOVE FOR JESUS.  

II. THE GREATEST TESTIMONY OF OUR LOVE FOR JESUS IS OUR DESIRE FOR OTHERS TO MEET HIM AND TO KNOW HIM.

II. VS. 18.  THE REASON THE MAN DELIVERED FROM DEMONS WANTED TO GO WITH JESUS WAS HE LOVED HIM SO MUCH.

II. JESUS SAID IN ESSENCE, “YOU REALLY LOVE ME, FIND A WAY TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT ME.”

II. YOU REALLY LOVE JESUS, YOU WILL FIND A WAY TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT HIM.

II. I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT STATEMENT, EVEN THOUGH I MADE IT, REALLY CONVICTS ME.

II. IT IS SO EASY TO GET EXTREMELY BUSY DOING CHRISTIAN WORK YOU DISCONNECT FROM THOSE WHO NEED HIM MOST.

II. WHEN YOU TELL YOUR STORY, YOU ARE BRAGGING ON JESUS.

III. YOUR STORY WILL BRING PEOPLE TO CHRIST.

III. MANY OF THE PEOPLE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT WHO FOLLOWED CHRIST, DID SO BECAUSE OF SOMEONE’S STORY.

III. YOUR STORY WILL BRING PEOPLE TO CHRIST BECAUSE IT IS REAL LIFE.

III. WHAT IF EVERYONE IN HBC TOLD ASK GOD TO OPEN DOORS FOR YOU TO TELL YOUR STORY?

IV. YOUR STORY GIVES YOU STRENGTH IN THE BATTLES YOU FIGHT.

IV. REVELATION 12:11 “AND THEY OVERCAME HIM BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB, AND THE WORD OF THEIR TESTIMONY, AND THEY LOVED NOT THEIR LIFE EVEN UNTO DEATH.”

IV. WHEN YOU HAVE SEEN GOD WORK IN THE PAST, AND YOU KNOW HE IS AT WORK IN YOUR LIFE IN THE PRESENT YOU ARE STRENGTHENED TO FACE THE BATTLES THAT CONFRONT YOU.

IV. AS I SAID IN THE BEGINNING, EVERYONE HAS A STORY.  EVERY SUNDAY YOU ARE SURROUNDED BY PEOPLE WITH A STORY.  I WANT YOU TO SEE AND BE ENCOURAGED BY SOME OF THOSE STORIES THIS MORNING.

