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vintage victorian

acrylic wicker  
Pieces are affordable, 
can stay outside and 

are easy to carry inside 
for extra seats

By Barbara Ballinger
Photos by adeeni design group

*room for 
entertaining
*artful details,
floor to ceiling
*small patio for
city viewing

l Decorating style: 
Modern with Deco overtones
l design solutions: House had 
no closets, so they were added in areas 
upstairs; additional storage was disguised 
within furniture
l Biggest advantage to  
living small: 
Everything is close at hand 
l disadvantages: 
Often not enough storage; challenging to 
entertain a large group of people
l Paint colors used: Living room, 
Pratt & Lambert Sandalwood; dining 
room, Pratt & Lambert Burnished Gold; 
master bedroom, custom oxblood; guest 
bedroom, Dunn-Edwards Medallion with 
hand-applied silver leaf on the ceiling and 
Dunn-Edwards Hazelwood for the trim

1,960-square-
foot townHouse 

keys to 
the city

rooftop oasis The 
small rooftop deck was divided to 
function better—a corner works 

for dining and the main area 
overlooking the city for lounging. 

To spruce up wicker chairs, custom 
cushions and pillows were made 

from practical outdoor fabrics.  
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Although David and Sean loved the three-story Victo-
rian’s scale and good bones, as well as the neighborhood 
it was in, they found far less appealing its stuccoed gray 
façade. So, they painted it yellow before hiring designer 
Claudia Juestel of Adeeni Design Group to perk up their 
home—while respecting its Victorian heritage. Once she 
and architect Gary Jerabeck were on board, they all de-
cided to bring it back to a more authentic period look, 
inspired by a similar house next door. They constructed 
a widow’s walk at the top, removed stucco, added ginger-
bread detailing and chose a light tan paint for the main 
field, and brown and gold for accents. 

deck delivers With an awkward L-shaped 
small deck that had never been properly utilized, the 
rooftop offered another area in need of work. Juestel 
replaced its wood railings with an enclosed pony wall 

painted to match the rest of the exterior. She also filled 
the space with comfortable furnishings and lots of pot-
ted plants. A pergola-style structure with built-in seat-
ing was constructed in a dead corner of the L. The rest of 
the deck remains more open, furnished with comfortable 
wicker and lots of tropical plants that can survive the ur-
ban grit and cool, foggy San Francisco climate. “The fact 
that we’ve now extended 400 square feet to the outdoors 
is what California living is all about, but before it was a 
dead space, and we never used it,” David says. “It wasn’t 
conducive, and now we have seating, dining, a fountain, 
plants and [can] take advantage of city views.”

grouping for impact The original mar-
ble fireplace in the living room became the centerpiece 
around which Juestel grouped furniture to create a con-
versation area, a lesson she taught her clients is elemental 
in a small room. Because the homeowners’ two dogs find 
this space the most appealing, too, Juestel designed fur-
nishings to withstand scratches and dirt. She upholstered 
the sofa in a perforated Ultrasuede and the chairs in a 
chenille made from Trevira, a fiber that is popular for its 

 polished picks  
The house after and before: The 
new owners wanted to remain 
true to the home’s period, but 
they made slight variations in the 
palette and trim and added a new 
staircase, to give the townhouse a 
one-of-a-kind persona.

 dare to be spare 
Because the owners wanted to 
showcase their art collection, 
the designer kept the small living 
room fairly spare but added a few 
comfortable places to sit and a 
convenient glass coffee table that 
carries little visual weight. 

fresh old world 
The homeowners requested an 
“elegant, snazzy and rich-looking 
dining room,” so Juestel paired 
Italian wood furnishings that have 
a bit of an old-world look with 
upholstery in a modern white 
fabric. She then added in the 
unexpected: a fun glass chandelier.  

before

hen David Landis and Sean Dowdall had 
dinner at a friend’s townhouse in San Fran-

cisco’s Pacific Heights neighborhood years ago, 
they jokingly told their hostess that they’d 

love to own her home. three years later, she 
retired and moved, and the house became theirs.

W
armless charms 
Opting for no arms  

on chairs allows you to 
slip in extra seating  

if needed

Select pieces, like 
this Italian Murano 
chandelier, dial up 
the drama without 

overwhelming a 
small dining room.



1. twin wardrobes also 
function as nightstands, with drawer 
space beneath as well as pull-out 
trays. The upper fronts were custom 
designed with etched glass and a 
crisscross circle pattern to provide 
visual interest, which also helps 
camouflage the contents.

2. hideaway seat In the 
bay window, what looks like a built-in 
seat is actually a chaise upholstered 
in mohair by mid-century icon Tommi 
Parzinger. The piece lets guests 
stretch out, read with good natural 
light and enjoy the views. The room’s 
curtains add a cozy, nest-like feel.

3. upper decked Built 
so as not to block crown molding, 
an 18"-high upper panel holds stuff 
not needed all the time. The middle 
section has the same etched glass 
as the wardrobes but in panels 
that slide open, a nice contrast to 
the open cubbies. The queen-size 
bed resembles a Murphy-style 
one, but it’s actually just recessed 
into a niche for a tailored look. A 
custom headboard upholstered in 
Ultrasuede blends with walls, whose 
golden tan color by Dunn-Edwards 
is called Medallion. Three small 
lights were recessed into a wooden 
canopy for good nighttime reading.  

4. down under storage is 
provided by four drawers built into 
the bed’s base, which is made from 
the same hardwood as the wardrobes. 
The drawers make handy places to 
store large items like luggage. They 
also make easy-access catchalls for 
sheets, blankets, towels and off-
season clothing and shoes.

5. surprise package A 
credenza, also in the same wood as 
the other cabinets, was built along 
one of the room’s longer walls for 
more clothing storage. “We didn’t 
want another tall piece that would 
overwhelm the space, so this offers 
both form and function,” Jeustel says.

shine on  The palette 
represents a Yin-Yang of warm 
and cool tones, with silver accents 
for sparkle. Walls were painted a 
golden tan and the draperies are 
a shimmery silk. Even the legs of 
the ottoman fit the theme, as does 
the chandelier. “Reflective surfaces 
open a room,” Jeustel says.

stepping up 
the Storage 
Vintage homes have their charms, but they often 
come up short in a few key areas, such as closets. 
Designer Claudia Juestel built storage solutions 
into every corner of this guest room, which doubles 
as the best walk-in closet we’ve ever seen! 

star attractions  
A craftsman was hired to silver-

leaf the tray ceiling to add a bit of 
glamour. Jeustel had the molding 

around it painted a cream color, 
which was repeated on the 

baseboard, window frames and 
doors. “I really like architectural 

details to pop,” she says. 
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durability and stain resistance. For extra seating, Juestel 
designed two small half moon-shaped ottomans that her 
clients can move about easily. “I didn’t want to have big 
chairs in front of chairs that would block conversations 
and views,” Juestel says. To allow the custom-designed 
striped rug with the clients’ favorite chartreuse color to 
show through, she paired it with a vintage chrome-and-

glass coffee table. Calder and Miro lithographs mingle 
harmoniously with a sculpture entitled “Red 

Straw Bowl.” Made of red plastic straws with 
an ostrich egg, it sits on the coffee table and  
was made by the homeowners’ electrician, 
the artist Dave Meeker.

a formal invitation To make 
the angled dining room seem larger and fancier, 

Juestel designed a mirrored storage buffet that she ac-
cessorized with vintage Lucite lamps and above which 
she placed an oversized mirror, visually expanding the 
room. She had an area rug made from a dark brown Ralph 
Lauren carpet that complements the hardwood floors 
and ocher-colored walls. Furnishings were picked to add 
high style but in a delicate way, since the room isn’t large. 

A glass-topped Italian rosewood and steel table; uphol-
stered chairs by Cantoni; the homeowners’ artwork, in-
cluding a Sol LeWitt lithograph; and a new contemporary 
Italian Murano glass chandelier by Axo that was made of 
45 strands of spiral glass that needed to be hand installed 
combine for a luxurious, though compact, effect.

 
dreaming of red The homeowners were insis-
tent about having a red bedroom despite their designer’s 
hesitation; she wanted it to be more calming. “We wanted 
it to be cozy and love red, but not bright red; warmer and 
earth tones,” says David. Juestel insisted on custom-mix-
ing an oxblood color to be sure it was just right. She ran 
the color up the walls and over the ceiling for impact but 
painted the moldings a cream color to separate the sur-
faces. This effect emphasizes the detailing. Draperies in 
a complementary red silk with a black diamond weave 
and carpeting in a golden tan further envelop the room’s 
occupants and make the space cozy and warm. But the 
red serves another function as well: It acts as a great foil 
for the homeowners’ artwork, including a ceramic wall 
sculpture by James Aarons. Lucite lamps boost light 
without competing with the colored walls.  

 BOLD DISPLAY The 
homeowners insisted on a red 
bedroom, but Juestel insisted, 
too: that the color not be too fire-
engine red, so she custom-mixed 
an oxblood hue, which sets off a 
ceramic wall sculpture beautifully.  

 warm front To make 
the bed as comfy as possible, 
Juestel wrapped the headboard in a 
chocolate cowhide upholstery and 
piled on pillows with custom shams 
and a chenille blanket.

the layered look 
Framing windows with long, rich 
silk draperies creates a seamless 

backdrop for the room’s artful 
accents. Following the design 
rule that you don’t duplicate 

materials when layering, rounded 
wooden side tables are topped 

with square, Lucite-based lamps. 

A warm, earthy 
shade of red sub-

dues this loud 
color, creating a 
cozy atmosphere.

behind the 
DESIGN

Claudia Juestel
Adeeni Design Group

adeenidesigngroup.com

color  cue
To avoid making 

a small room look 
choppy, use hues of 

similar weights


