


EYE ON DESIGN / MATERIALS
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“Collaboration with great partners creates great results,” says architect 
Stephen Sutro. For example, Sutro worked with designer Claudia 
Juestel on this Sonoma County, California, home that features a 
contemporary aesthetic and a warm palette, as exemplified by the 
open kitchen. “The clients were looking for a light, calming and warm 
interior,” says Juestel. Here, the two weigh in on the role of materials in 
achieving that result. sutroarchitects.com; adeenidesigngroup.com

Natural selection: “We used natural-appearing materials with a variety of 
textures and placed them in a sleek configuration,” says Sutro. “The result 
hits our intended mark, and the open storage system relaxes the look.” 

Surface appeal: “The island in the kitchen is a gathering place, and 
we wanted it to be minimal while interesting,” says Juestel. The surface 
selections and their application did just that. “The counter on the island 
is crisp compared to the grain of the walnut,” says Sutro. 

Less is more: “Since this is a green project, our clients requested the use 
of fewer, and sustainable, materials. We offset the gallery-white walls with 
cedar on the ceiling and walnut on the cabinetry,” Juestel explains. “The 
pale-gray concrete countertops are custom, and the backsplash is made 
from a single panel of the same concrete embossed with subtle texture.”

STEVE KADLEC

Most important feature to 
spend money on: Quality 
wood flooring. It is often a 
value-engineered item and 
too often a compromised 
decision. What’s needed 
for a successful remodeling 
project? A good floor plan is 
the foundation of good interior 
design. A functional room 
layout, organized lighting, 
thoughtfully placed windows 
and doors, and continuity 
between spaces define the 
feel of a home as much as the 
finishes. kadlecdesign.com 

TONY CALVIS

Favorite materials: Printed 
porcelain tiles and slabs. 
There’s been such an 
advancement in printing 
technology that they can 
now mimic almost any natural 
material, including wood. 
Splurge-worthy item: The  
right interior designer is a great 
investment in multiple ways: 
You’ll get good advice, enjoy 
the selection process more 
and make better decisions. 
Spend money on what you 
see, feel, touch and use every 
day. calviswyant.com

JAMES MANSFIELD

Tenet of success: 
Accountability. As  
the contractor, we are 
accountable for the project 
being on time, on budget 
and having amazing quality. 
Preferred accent: Wallpaper. 
Gone are the old patterns of 
your grandmother’s kitchen, 
and in their place are bold, 
masculine metallics, like silver 
leaf, and sensual grass cloths 
that have allowed us to 
transform the humble painted 
wall into the anchor of the 
room. westvillagegc.com 

DON TANKERSLEY

What design trend are you 
loving right now? I’m really 
into raw brass and bronze 
finishes for hardware and 
plumbing fixtures. They 
have this patina you can 
only get with time. You 
just want to touch those 
types of elements. Material 
of choice: Oak is a great 
floor and furniture wood 
because it is resilient and 
stable, refinishes well when 
necessary, and takes stain 
evenly—making it a staple in 
every era. dtcportland.com

BEN COATS

Adding value: Kitchens and 
bathrooms are common 
spaces that the whole 
family will use. The design 
and functionality of these 
spaces define how a home 
is experienced. Elemental 
ideas: I love working with 
authentic textures—leather, 
various metals, woods. It’s 
also fun to connect a home’s 
space and its family to the 
natural surroundings, and 
features like floor-to-ceiling 
windows bring the outdoors 
in. coatshomes.com 

THE IT LIST 
BUILDING EXPERTS SHARE THEIR TIPS FOR GETTING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS, WHETHER YOU’RE REMODELING OR STARTING FROM SCRATCH.15

m
at
er
ia
ls

TO THE  
TOUCH13 14 elements of  

DESIGN

1 1 8  /  l u x e s o u r c e .c o m

▲ SUBWAY RIDE
Designer Summer Thornton and 
architect Ken Brinkman used classic 
white subway tiles in this Chicago 
breakfast nook to balance the brass 
light fixture and patterned kitchen 
chairs. summerthorntondesign.com; 
environsdevelopment.com

▲ ALL CLEAR 
Serving as the architects and interior designers  
for this Wilmette, Illinois, home, Elissa Morgante 
and Fred Wilson replaced a living room wall with 
floor-to-ceiling glass doors by NanaWall that open 
to a limestone-and-steel addition. During the 
summer, screen doors can be lowered, creating  
a room that easily flows from inside to outside. 
morgantewilson.com

▼ LAYERED LOOK
To give a depth of feeling to a Chicago master 
bedroom, designers Tom Konopiots and Michael 
Stornello chose to incorporate different textures  
with a variety of materials. The wall boasts a natural  
jute-and-silver-leaf wallcovering, the bed cover is  
a wool-and-silk-blend, and the carved-wool rug  
sports a leather border. vincereltd.com

SET IN STONE
Using local materials was important to architect Douglas Fredrikson, who sought inspiration for this Scottsdale 
house from Puebloan dwellings. So when it came time to find a material at one with the desert, he chose 
locally quarried sandstone, which set the tone for the additional elements he used throughout: earthy 
flagstone flooring inside and outside and aluminum awnings cut in a geometric pattern. dfarchitects.com



ARIZONA

L   DESERT FOOTHILLS 
LANDSCAPE 
Cave Creek, AZ 
dflaz.com

H   DJ MURPHY & COMPANY 
Glendale, AZ 
djmurphycompany.com

I   DECESARE  
DESIGN GROUP  
Mesa, AZ 
decesaredesigngroup.com

A   BIEGNER-MURFF 
ARCHITECTS   
Phoenix, AZ 
biegnermurff.com

L   COLWELL SHELOR 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
Phoenix, AZ 
colwellshelor.com

A   DOUGLAS FREDRIKSON 
ARCHITECTS 
Phoenix, AZ 
dfarchitects.com

L   ERVIN’S SONS 
LANDSCAPE COMPANY 
Phoenix, AZ 
480.595.5243

L     EVOLVE DESIGN STUDIO 
Phoenix, AZ 
evolve-ds.com

L     FLO DESIGN + 
CONSTRUCTION 
Phoenix, AZ 
floconcept.com

H   HOSCO 
Phoenix, AZ 
602.818.1475

H   MACKOS ARCHITECTURE 
AND CONSTRUCTION 
Phoenix, AZ 
mackos.com

L     NEW DIRECTIONS IN 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE   
Phoenix, AZ 
gregtrutza.com

A   SCHOUTEN  
DESIGN STUDIO 
Phoenix, AZ 
mcdaniel-schouten.com

A  H   THE CONSTRUCTION 
ZONE 
Phoenix, AZ 
czphx.com

I   THE REFINED GROUP 
Phoenix, AZ 
therefinedgroup.com

L   THOMAS AND TODD 
Phoenix, AZ  
thomasandtodd.com

A   A-I-R 
Scottsdale, AZ 
a-i-rinc.com

L   BERGHOFF DESIGN GROUP 
Scottsdale, AZ 
berghoffdesign.com

K   BULTHAUP SCOTTSDALE 
Scottsdale, AZ 
bulthaupaz.com

A  H   CALVIS WYANT 
LUXURY HOMES 
Scottsdale, AZ 
calviswyant.com

A   CANDELARIA  
DESIGN ASSOCIATES  
Scottsdale, AZ 
candelariadesign.com

H   CULLUM HOMES 
Scottsdale, AZ 
cullumhomes.com

I   DAVID MICHAEL  
MILLER ASSOCIATES 
Scottsdale, AZ 
davidmichaelmiller.com

I   J & J DESIGN GROUP 
Scottsdale, AZ 
jandjdesigngroup.com

I   LAURA KEHOE DESIGN  
Scottsdale, AZ 
laurakehoedesign.com

I   LHL INCORPORATED 
Scottsdale, AZ 
lissaleehickman.com

A   PHX ARCHITECTURE 
Scottsdale, AZ 
phxarch.com

H   SCHULTZ  
DEVELOPMENT CORP. 
Scottsdale, AZ 
schultzdevelopment.org

H   SONORA WEST 
DEVELOPMENT 
Scottsdale, AZ 
sonorawestdev.com

I   TURNER MARTIN DESIGN 
Scottsdale, AZ 
turnermartindesign.com

I   VALLONE DESIGN 
Scottsdale, AZ  
vallonedesign.com

I   WISEMAN AND  
GALE INTERIORS 
Scottsdale, AZ 
wisemanandgale.com

I   DIVYA DESIGN STUDIO 
Sedona, AZ 
sedonainteriordesign.com

A   ERIC BRANDT ARCHITECT 
Sedona, AZ 
brandtarchitect.com

H   WESTFORK 
CONSTRUCTION 
Sedona, AZ 
westforkconstruction.com

AUSTRALIA

I   THOMAS HAMEL & 
ASSOCIATES 
Redfern, NSW, Australia 
thomashamel.com

CALIFORNIA

H   BUESTAD CONSTRUCTION 
Alameda, CA 
buestad.com

H   SYNERGY GENERAL 
CONTRACTORS 
Bell Canyon, CA 
818.883.3615

H   MARRONE & MARRONE 
Campbell, CA 
marrone2.com

I   BROOKE WAGNER DESIGN 
Corona del Mar, CA 
brookewagnerdesign.com

A   ERIC OLSEN DESIGN 
Corona del Mar, CA 
ericolsendesign.com

L   GARDEN STUDIO DESIGN 
Corona del Mar, CA 
gardenstudiodesign.com

A   STEVE WISENBAKER 
ARCHITECTS 
Corte Madera, CA 
stevewisenbakerarchitects.com

H   KRS DEVELOPMENT 
Costa Mesa, CA 
krsdevelopment.com

H   R&J CONSTRUCTION 
Danville, CA 
r-jconstruction.com

A   HAYER ARCHITECTURE 
Del Mar, CA 
hayerarchitecture.com

A   ROCKEFELLER PARTNERS 
ARCHITECTS 
El Segundo, CA 
rockefellerpartners.com

H   TALTECH CONSTRUCTION 
Glendale, CA 
taltechconstruction.com

L   GUALALA NURSERY & 
TRADING COMPANY 
Gualala, CA 
707.884.9633

H   PAUL MCNULTY 
CONSTRUCTION 
Harbor City, CA 
424.263.5450

I   DESIGN WORKS  
Irvine, CA 
designworkshome.com

L   ERIN WERNER DESIGN 
Kentfield, CA 
415.269.6055

H   REITER FINE  
HOME BUILDING 
Kenwood, CA 
jonreiter.com

I   CATHERINE MACFEE 
INTERIOR DESIGN 
Lafayette, CA 
macfeedesign.com

I   LISA MCDENNON DESIGN 
Laguna Beach, CA 
mcdennon.com

H   MCKEEHAN 
CONSTRUCTION 
Laguna Beach, CA 
mckeehanconstruction.com

L   PATRICK’S LANDSCAPING 
Laguna Beach, CA 
patrickslandscaping.com

H   T.M. GRADY BUILDERS 
Laguna Beach, CA 
gradyogrady.com

A   GUY AYERS ARCHITECT  
Los Altos Hills, CA 
dguyayers.com 

I   AMY SKLAR DESIGN 
Los Angeles, CA 
sklardesign.com

I   BARTA INTERIORS  
Los Angeles, CA 
bartainteriors.com

A   BESTOR ARCHITECTURE 
Los Angeles, CA 
bestorarchitecture.com

I    BURNHAM DESIGN 
Los Angeles, CA 
burnhamdesign.com

I   DRAGONETTE LTD. 
Los Angeles, CA 
dragonetteltd.com

H    DTK BUILDERS 
Los Angeles, CA 
dtkbuilders.com

I   JACKSON PAIGE 
INTERIORS 
Los Angeles, CA 
jacksonpaige.com

A  L   KAA DESIGN 
Los Angeles, CA 
kaadesigngroup.com

I   MIKE POWERS DESIGN 
Los Angeles, CA 
mikepowersdesign.com

L   PATRICIA BENNER 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
Los Angeles, CA 
benner-design.com

A  I  L   RIOS CLEMENTI 
HALE STUDIOS 
Los Angeles, CA 
rchstudios.com
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I   SARAH SHETTER DESIGN 
Los Angeles, CA 
sarahshetterdesign.com

A   TIM BARBER LTD. 
Los Angeles, CA 
timbarberltd.com

H   POWELL CONSTRUCTION  
Malibu, CA 
powellconstructionllc.com\

I   BROWN DESIGN GROUP 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 
designbdg.com

H   VAN ACKER 
CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATES  
Mill Valley, CA  
vanacker.com

H   GRASSI & ASSOCIATES 
Napa, CA 
grassiandassociates.com

A   C. J. LIGHT ASSOCIATES 
Newport Beach, CA 
cjlight.com

I   ELIZABETH  
BROOKE DESIGN 
Newport Beach, CA 
elizabethbrookedesign.com

L   EXTERIORS INC.  
Newport Beach, CA 
exteriorsinc.net

A   OATMAN ARCHITECTS 
Newport Beach, CA 
oatmanarchitects.com

I   MELISSA WINN INTERIORS 
Oakland, CA 
melissawinn.com

H   MUELLER NICHOLLS 
BUILDERS 
Oakland, CA 
mnbuild.com

L   RANDON GARVER  
ESTATE GARDENS 
Ojai, CA 
randongarver.com

H   EVOLVE BUILDING DREAMS 
Palm Springs, CA 
evolvepalmsprings.com

A   JAMES R. HARLAN, 
ARCHITECT 
Palm Springs, CA 
jamesharlan.com

A   FIELD ARCHITECTURE 
Palo Alto, CA  
fieldarchitecture.com

H   PROGRESSIVE DESIGNS 
Panorama City, CA 
progressivedesignsinc.com

I   ANGUS-MCCAFFREY 
INTERIOR DESIGN 
Petaluma, CA 
angusmccaffrey.com

L   AHLES LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 
858.756.8963

H   KASTEN BUILDERS 
Richmond, CA  
kastenbuilders.com

A   505ARCHITECTURE 
San Diego, CA  
505architecture.com

I   DAWSON DESIGN GROUP 
San Diego, CA  
dawsondesigngroup.com 

I   HELENE ZIMAN  
AND ASSOCIATES   
San Diego, CA 
heleneziman.com

H   HILL CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 
San Diego, CA 
hillconstructioncompany.com

L   MCCULLOUGH 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
San Diego, CA 
mlasd.com

A   PERIS ARCHITECTURE  
+ DESIGN  
San Diego, CA 
631.552.7298

I   ADEENI DESIGN GROUP 
San Francisco, CA 
adeenidesigngroup.com

L   ARTERRA LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS 
San Francisco, CA 
arterrasf.com

A   BUTLER ARMSDEN 
ARCHITECTS 
San Francisco, CA 
butlerarmsden.com

H   CLAYTON TIMBRELL  
& COMPANY 
San Francisco, CA 
claytontimbrell.com

I   DARA ROSENFELD 
DESIGN 
San Francisco, CA 
dararosenfelddesign.com

A   DAVID BUERGLER 
ARCHITECT 
San Francisco, CA 
davidbuergler.com

I   GEREMIA DESIGN  
San Francisco, CA 
geremiadesign.com

I   JEFF SCHLARB  
DESIGN STUDIO 
San Francisco, CA 
jeffschlarb.com

I   LEVERONE DESIGN 
San Francisco, CA 
leveronedesign.com

I   LORI YEOMANS DESIGN 
San Francisco, CA 
415.272.8669 

A    MALCOLM DAVIS 
ARCHITECTURE 
San Francisco, CA 
mdarch.net

A    MG+CO ARCHITECTS 
San Francisco, CA 
mgandco.com

I   NICHE INTERIORS 
San Francisco, CA 
nicheinteriors.com

I   NICOLEHOLLIS 
San Francisco, CA 
nicolehollis.com

I   ODADA 
San Francisco, CA 
odada.net

I   STUDIO MUNROE 
San Francisco, CA 
studiomunroe.com

A   SUTRO ARCHITECTS 
San Francisco, CA 
sutroarchitects.com

I   THE WISEMAN GROUP 
INTERIOR DESIGN  
San Francisco, CA 
wisemangroup.com

H   UPSCALE 
CONSTRUCTION 
San Francisco, CA 
upscaleconstruction.com

A   WALKER WARNER 
ARCHITECTS 
San Francisco, CA 
walkerwarner.com

L   WILD NATIVES 
San Francisco, CA 
californiawildnatives.com

L   ARCADIA STUDIO 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
Santa Barbara, CA 
arcadiastudio.com

A   DON NULTY AIA, INC. 
Santa Barbara, CA 
donnulty.com

A  I   GIANNETTI HOME 
Santa Barbara, CA 
giannettihome.com

I  TIM CLARKE  
INTERIOR DESIGN 
Santa Monica, CA 
timclarkedesign.com

A   VERTOCH DESIGN 
ARCHITECTS 
Santa Monica, CA 
310.829.6051

H   CONRADO HOME 
BUILDERS 
Saratoga, CA 
conrado.com

I   STUDIO COLLINS WEIR 
Sausalito, CA  
studiocollinsweir.com

A   JOHN P. JENSEN 
ARCHITECT 
Solana Beach, CA 
johnjensenarchitect.com

I   KERN & CO. 
Solana Beach, CA 
kerncodesigns.com

H   STEIGERWALD-
DOUGHERTY 
Solana Beach, CA 
steigerwald-dougherty.com

L   STONE + GROVE 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
Solana Beach, CA 
stone-grove.co

H   BRIDGES CONSTRUCTION 
Sonoma, CA 
bridgessonoma.com

A   ROBERT BAUMANN + 
ASSOCIATES 
Sonoma, CA 
robertbaumann.com

L   ROCHE + ROCHE 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
Sonoma, CA 
rocheandroche.com

L   TERRA FERMA 
LANDSCAPES  
South San Francisco, CA 
tflandscapes.com

I   MARTIN DESIGN  
St. Helena, CA  
erinmartindesign.com

H   DAVIS DEVELOPMENT 
GROUP 
Studio City, CA 
davisdevelopment.net

I  MICHNER AZURDIA 
LIMITED 
Tiburon, CA 
michnerazurdia.com

I  LUCAS STUDIO 
West Hollywood, CA  
lucasstudioinc.com

A   JUNE STREET 
ARCHITECTURE 
West Hollywood, CA  
junestreetarchitecture.com

I   ALANA HOMESLEY 
INTERIOR DESIGN 
Woodland Hills, CA 
alanahomesley.com

CANADA

I   HODGSON DESIGN 
ASSOCIATES 
Vancouver, BC  
hodgsondesignassociates.com

KEY
A  ARCHITECTURE

I  INTERIOR DESIGN

IA  INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE

H  HOME BUILDER

K  KITCHEN DESIGN

L  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
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