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The Mighty Mississippi River



The Mississippi River
Map activities:

1) Find and label the Mississippi River and 
its main tributaries (the Missouri and Ohio 
rivers). Colour them dark blue.

2) Colour and label the following US States: 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Illinois, 
Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota. 

3) Find and label the Mississippi’s source and 
its delta. Colour them blue.

4) Colour the rest of map.

Facts and Figures

Location: North America.

Length: Approximately 3,800km.

Watershed: Approximately 3.1 
million square kilometres.

Climate: Varies from subtropical 
in Louisiana to continental in 
Minnesota. 

Level of biodiversity: High.

Species: At least 260 species of 
fish, more than 145 amphibians 
and reptiles, 63 land mammals 
and 326 species of North 
American migratory birds.

Hint: use the map on pages 4-5 
of issue 31. 



Glossary – The Mighty 
Mississippi River

Bluff (noun) 
A steep riverbank.

Delta (noun) 
An area of low, flat land made 
by the mud and sand that a riv-
er drops at its mouth.

Divert (verb) 
To cause someone or some-
thing to change direction.

Drought (noun) 
When there has been no rain 
for a long time, causing a water 
shortage.

Estuary (noun)  
The point where a river’s fresh 
water mixes with the salty 
ocean tides.

Ferocious (adjective) 
Fierce, cruel.

Meander (verb)  
Twist and turn.

Sediment (noun)  
Material, such as sticks and 
stones, that is carried by the 
water.

Torpor (noun) 
A state of lowered activity (as 
during hibernation).

Tributary (noun) 
A river or stream flowing into 
larger rivers or lakes.

Ventilation (noun) 
A system or means of proving 
fresh air to a room, building, 
etc.

Watershed (noun) 
The area that drains into a river 
or lake.



Use the words below to complete these sentences from issue 31 of Eco Kids Planet.

Glossary Sentences

torpor            tributaries             ventilation            meandering            bluffs 

droughts            estuary            ferocious            divert            sediment

1   The Upper Mississippi moves swiftly through steep limestone cliffs and meets 

major ____________________, which feed it with more water.

2   Spring is a time of great change. The hills, ____________________ and wetlands turn 

green. 

3   Rivers twist and turn, too, winding like a snake – even if nothing’s blocking their 

path. It’s called ____________________.

4   The point where a river’s fresh water mixes with the salty ocean tides is called an 

____________________.

5   The Mississippi is famous for its ____________________ floods.

6   Beavers build houses called ‘lodges’ out of sticks, mud and rocks. Everything is 

very cleverly worked out; there is a ____________________ hole at the top, and an 

entrance and exit underwater, making the lodge as fortress-like as possible.

7   Beavers build dams to ____________________ water in order to create a deep pool on 

which to build their fortress lodge.

8   In the lower River Valley, Louisiana black bears also hide away. They go into a long 

sleep called ____________________.

9   The river would also like to leave its ____________________ all over the low, flat land 

beside it. 

10   Rivers never stay the same. Storms can make them so much bigger that they flood. 

____________________ can shrink them – or dry them up completely.  



Bald eagle

•  Bald eagles can fly to an altitude of 10,000 feet (over 3,000 m) and at 
speeds of about 35 to 43 mph (56-70 km).

•  The bald eagle became the national emblem of the United States of 
America in 1782. 

Did you know?



Quiz Planet
A River's Journey
Label the river features in 
the boxes 

River 
Crossword
Across:
2.  Banks of earth along 

the riverbanks to 
prevent the river from 
flooding 

5. Beaver’s house
6.  The Mississippi 

River starts in Lake 
____________ 

7.  Material, such as 
sticks and stones, that 
is carried by the water 

8.  A long sleep  
or inactivity  
during winter 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7 8

Down
1.  The Mississippi is famous for its ferocious 

_____________  
3.  A large gregarious waterbird with  

a huge pouch 
4.  The Mississippi River ends in the Gulf of 

_______________ 

• Delta

• Meanders

• Mouth

• Ocean

• Source

• Tributaries



The Mississippi River is the longest river in the world. T F
Mayflies only have 24 hours to live. T F
Tundra swans make Mississippi riverbanks their home for the winter. T F
Beavers create new wetland ecosystems by diverting water. T F

True or False  

WHAT HAS FIVE EYES BUT CAN’T SEE?
Mississippi River! (We should really 
have said five ‘i’s!) That’s the joke, but, 
actually, the Mississippi has thousands 
of eyes – from all its wildlife. See if you 
can find out how many species live on, 
in or by the river. 

Fill in your answers:

_______  species of fish

_______  species of migratory birds

_______  species of amphibians

_______  species of mammals

Jokes Corner

Bad hair day 

Q: What has a head but never weeps, has 
a bed but never sleeps, can run but never 
walks, and has a bank but no money?
A: A river!

Q: What does a beaver say when 
the flow of water is too strong? 
A: Dam it!

Q: Who’s a beaver’s favourite singer? 
A: Justin Beaver!
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for the local wildlife! 

Make Your 
Garden a Haven

If you live in the countryside, you’re likely 
to have a lovely garden to play in. For 
many kids, a garden is a great place to 
jump on a trampoline, swing or play ball 
with friends and family.

But your garden can also be a friendly 
space for small birds, butterflies, 
amphibians, bats and insects. By making 
a few simple changes, you can attract 
more wildlife and offer little creatures a 
cosy home.  

Even if you don’t have your own garden, 
you can implement these ideas on your 
balcony or in a local park.  

Top tip: Your birdbath should have 
shallow sloping sides, be as wide as 
possible (ideally more than 30cm across) 
and no deeper than 10cm. 

How to do it:

1) Find or create your bird bath’s 
pedestal. Here are some ideas: 

• A tree trunk
• A few bricks
• An old garden pot
• Stacked stones

Whichever materials you use, make sure 
your pedestal is stable.

2) Place your shallow bowl on your 
pedestal. You can use: 
• An upturned dustbin lid
• A large circular plant tray

3) If your bowl is too smooth, birds  
can slip into the water. Put some little 
stones and rocks inside to give them a 
better grip. 

4) Fill your bath with water! 

1. Make a bath for birds

Making a shallow water feature where 
small birds can drink and bathe is super-
easy. It will attract blackbirds, robins, 
sparrows and starlings, which love a quick 
dip, and wood pigeons may just sit in the 
water to cool off.

What you need:

• A shallow bowl
• Some small stones 
• Something to raise the bowl up 
• Rainwater or tapwater



2. Grow wildflowers to attract 
butterflies

Butterflies feed on nectar  – a sugary 
liquid within flowers. They will visit any 
garden, however small, if they can feed 
from their favourite plants. To attract 
them to your garden, plant a mini meadow 
of nectar plants. 

Here are a few of the best plants for 
summer nectar: 

3. Bird feeder 

Making a bird feeder will encourage birds 
to become regular visitors to your garden.

What you need:
• A plastic drinks bottle 
• Wire or string
• Bird seed mix and any extras (such as 

cheese crumbs, sunflower seeds or 
fresh peanuts)

• Two wooden spoons or straight sticks
• Scissors

How to do it:

1) Make a hole on the side of the bottle 
towards the bottom. (You may need to 
ask an adult for help with this.)

Top Tip: Plant your flowers in a warm, 
sunny spot and don’t use pesticides – 
they kill butterflies as well as ladybirds, 
ground beetles and spiders.

It’s not just butterflies and moths that 
you can attract to your garden with nectar 
flowers, but caterpillars, too! And the 
more caterpillars you have, the more 
birds will come (to feed from them). 

Buddleia (the 
butterfly bush)

Lavender

Perennial 
wallflower 

Marjoram

2) Make another hole on the opposite side, 
slightly lower than the first one.

3) Push your wooden spoon through this 
first set of holes to form a perch. Your 
spoon should angle downwards, so that 
some of the food trickles on to it.

4) Make a second set of holes a couple of 
centimetres higher, at a right angle  
(90 degrees) from the first set. 

5) Push your second perch through so that 
the two perches form a cross shape. 

6) Make a few small holes in the bottom 
of your feeder to allow any rainwater to 
drain away.

7) Cut a few feeder holes above the  
spoon perches. 

Top tip: Make the holes big enough for 
birds to feed but not big enough for the 
seeds to pour out from the bottle – 7 to 
8mm should be about right.

8) Hang your feeder from a tree using wire 
or strong string.

Keep an eye on your feeder to spot 
charming visitors in your garden! 

Top tip: If you have a cat, put a bell on its 
collar to alert wildlife.



RIVER GAMES
Spot 12 differences

Canoe maze



ANSWERS

Spot the difference Canoe maze

Crossword land: 

Glossary sentences:
1.  tributaries  2. bluffs  3. meandering  4. estuary  5. ferocious  6. ventilation  
7. divert  8. rudder  9. sediment  10. droughts

True or False:
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