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Map activity
1) Find and label the Sahara 

Desert. Colour it yellow.

2) Colour and label the following 
continents: Europe, Africa, 
Asia and Australia.

3) Find and label the remnants 
of the ancient Tethys sea: 
Mediterranean, Black, 
Caspian and Aral seas. Colour 
them blue.

4) Draw and label the River Nile.

Facts and Figures

Location: Northern Africa.

Climate: Dry tropical in the north, dry 
subtropical in the south.

Size: 8,600,000km2.

Habitats: Sand dunes, rocky plateaus, 
mountains, gravel plains, dry valleys, 
steppes and woodland.

Level of biodiversity: Low.

Level of endemism: Low.

Species: 70 species of mammal,  
90 resident bird species, 100 types of 
reptile and 500 varieties of plant.

Endangered species: Saharan cheetah, 
addax, wild ass, Dama gazelle, fennec fox.



Glossary – The Sahara 
Desert

Arduous (adjective)  
Requiring huge effort.

BCE (abbreviation) 
Before the Common Era. 

Conserve (verb) 
Protect or keep.

Domesticated (adjec-
tive) 
Tamed and kept as a pet or on 
a farm.

Dust devil (noun) 
A whirlwind of sand.

Endurance (noun) 
The ability to undergo a diffi-
cult experience without giving 
up.

Extract (verb) 
Take out.

Gondwana (proper 
noun) 
An ancient supercontinent 
believed to have existed in the 
Jurassic Period. It comprised 
present-day South America, 
Africa, Arabia, Australia, Ant-
arctica and India.

Mimic (verb) 
Imitate, copy.

Solar energy (noun) 
Power or heat that comes from 
the sun.

Wallow (verb) 
Roll about or lie in mud or wa-
ter.

https://www.britannica.com/place/South-America
https://www.britannica.com/place/Arabia-peninsula-Asia
https://www.britannica.com/place/Antarctica
https://www.britannica.com/place/Antarctica


Use the words below to complete these sentences from issue 30 of Eco Kids Planet.

Glossary Sentences

Tethys Sea            mimicked            endurance            molten            arduous            extract

domesticated            conserve            Gondwana            wallowing

1   The addax can ______________________  all the water it needs from plants!

2   The Ancient Egyptians believed the beetle to be sacred when they noticed the way 

it ______________________ the journey of the sun across the sky, as it rolled its ball of 

dung from east to west.

3   The camcls rarely sweat, in order to ______________________ water.

4   The dromedary camel has been ______________________ for   3,500 years and is used 

for wool, milk, meat and leather. Its dung is even burned as fuel!

5   The daring quest for hot weather pushes birds to the limit of their 

______________________ –many don’t survive the massive crossing. 

6   There are zebras, giraffes and elephants drinking at the water’s edge, and hippos 

______________________ in the mud.

7   About 150 million years ago, there were two supercontinents: Laurasia and 

______________________. They were separated by a huge ocean, called the 

______________________ .

8   ______________________  salt stays hot for a long time, allowing electricity to be pro-

duced even at night.

9   These tiny birds fatten up to survive the ______________________ Sahara stretch.



Quiz Planet
Anagram Oasis 
Unscramble the Saharan animal names to read the secret message below!

Crossword Land
ACROSS
3. An ancient supercontinent (8)
5. ____________ energy is clean (5)
8. A hill of wind-blown sand (4)

DOWN
1.  The Sahara Desert is located in 

_____________  (6) 
2. The largest carnivorous dinosaur  (11)
4. A place with very little rain (6)
6. Dry (4)
7.  An important stop for birds migrating 

across the Sahara (5)
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An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain T F
All deserts are hot and dry T F
Birds migrate across the Sahara in big flocks T F
The Sahara has been a dry desert for the past seven million years T F

True or False  
Road Challenge

Joke Corner

Q: What do you call a crying camel? 
A: A humpback wail!

Q: What kind of cat should 
you never play games with?
A: A cheetah!

Q: What do camels use 
to hide themselves?
A: Camelflage!



Wild Challenge!
Wildlife needs three basic things: food, 
water and a home. Just like us! But some  
of our wildlife is in trouble and it needs  
our help. 

The RSPB is launching Wild Challenge to 
encourage you and your family to go out 
and get closer to nature. By completing 
fun activities, ranging from feeding garden 
birds to making a hedgehog cafe, you can 
collect your bronze, silver and gold Wild  
Challenge awards!

Why not start your Wild Challenge adventure 
today by building a hotel for minibeasts? 

What will you need?

Use wooden pallets, bricks and old plant 
pots to make a solid structure. What you 
put inside is up to you.

There are loads of great natural materials 
you can use – most of them are things  
that you can find lying around!

Here are a few suggestions:

• Strips of wood
• Straw
• Moss
• Dry leaves
• Woodchips
• Old terracotta pots
• Old roofing tiles
• Bricks (the ones with holes through 

them are the best!)
• Old logs
• Bark
• Pine cones 
• Sand
• Soil
• Hollow bamboo canes
• Dead hollow stems cut from shrubs 

and plants
• A sheet of roofing felt

Minibeasts need somewhere cosy 
and safe to hide. The size and 
construction of your minibeast hotel 
is only limited by the materials you 
have available and your imagination!

You can create a hotel full of different 
natural materials, to provide 
hidey-holes for creatures galore. 
Minibeasts are very relaxed tenants 
and will hang around in the places 
that appeal to them, as long as there 
are lots of nooks and crannies to 
explore, and some lovely rotting bark 
to munch on.  



1. Choose a suitable spot. It needs to 
be level and on flat, solid ground.

2. The basic structure. It’s best to 
build a strong, stable framework that’s 
no more than a metre high. Old wooden 
pallets are perfect, as they’re sturdy 
and come with ready-made gaps!  
First, lay out your bricks as a base. 
Space them apart and try creating an 
H-shape on the ground – like a brick 

helicopter landing pad! 

Now you can start 
to stack wooden 

pallets on top of 
your bricks. 

Top tip: leaving 
larger ends can 
help attract our 
spiky friend the 

hedgehog to visit.

• Dry leaves, sticks or straw for 
ladybirds and other beetles and bugs.

• Corrugated cardboard for lacewings. 
You can even put a hedgehog box into 
the base of the hotel.

4. Add a roof. You don’t want a hotel 
that’s full of soggy residents and wet 
rooms! It’s time to pop a roof on top of 
what you’ve done so far. You could even 
give it a ‘green’ or ‘brown’ roof by putting 
a bit of rubble or gritty soil on top. 

5. Finishing touches. Every hotel needs 
a kitchen. Don’t forget, your guests will 
want to eat when they stay. Surround 
your hotel with loads of colourful 
nectar-rich flowers – essential food for 
butterflies, bees and other insects that 
decide to call for room service!

Ask a grown-up to go to  
rspb.org.uk/wildchallenge and start 

your Wild Challenge adventure today!

You can get step-by-step instructions  
and watch a video of what to do at  

rspb.org.uk/bughotel

Step-by-step instructions

3. Fill in the gaps. The idea is to 
provide all sorts of different nooks and 
crannies, holes, tunnels and cosy beds. 
Just place, stack, scatter and poke 
various materials in to make a clever 
collection of habitats.

• Dead wood and loose bark for creepy 
crawlies, such as beetles, centipedes, 
spiders and woodlice.

• Holes and small tubes (not plastic) for 
solitary bees, made out of bamboo, 
reeds and drilled logs.

• Larger holes made from stones and 
tiles, which provide the cool, damp 
conditions frogs and toads like – if you 
put it in the centre, you’ll give them 
a frost-free place to spend the winter 
(they’ll help eat slimy slugs too!).

Now it’s time for your grand opening!

A
ll

 im
a

g
es

 c
o

u
rt

es
y

 o
f R

S
P

B
-im

a
g

es
.c

o
m



MAKE A SPINOSAURUS
Spinosaurus was the biggest carnivorous dinosaur EVER. It was bigger than 

Tyrannosaurus rex and lived in the water as well as on land.

You will need:

Printed PDF
Scissors
Cereal box
Newspaper
PVA glue
Paint
Paint brushes
Sponge

1. Stick the PDF template on page 8 
of this resource pack to the cereal 
box with a thin layer of PVA glue 
and cut out the shapes.



2. Bend the tabs on the body and glue 
either side of the Spinosaurus shape to 
the fin, then bend the feet and tail so he 
will stand up.

3. Roll up strips of newspaper and glue 
them to the fin.

4. Ball up newspaper and glue it over the 
body to give him lumps and bumps.

5. Glue strips of newspaper all over the 
body to hold the bumps in place.

6. Once dry, paint your Spinosaurus. You 
can use a sponge to add extra texture, 
and use a pen to draw in his eyes.

Send a picture of your completed 
Spinosaurus to hello@ecokidsplanet.co.uk 

or ask your parent to post it on  
facebook.com/ecokidsplanet.  

We’d love to see your creations! 

mailto:hello@ecokidsplanet.co.uk




Spot the difference
Can you spot EIGHT differences between these pictures?



ANSWERS

Find the difference

Anagram Oasis Crossword land: 

Glossary sentences:
1. extract  2. mimicked  3. conserve  4. domesticated  5. endurance   
6. wallowing  7. Gondwana, Tethys Sea  8. molten  9. arduous

Camel
Addax 
Antelope
Scarab Beetle 
Ostrich
Saharan cheetah
Dama gazelle

The Sahara Desert was 
once green and lush.

True or False:
T
F
F
F

A

s f

p r

i i

n c

G o n d w a n a

s e

a s o l a r S

u e r a

r r i h

u t d u n e

s l


