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The Sandy –Tanami Deserts:  
Map and Fact File

Facts & Figures
Name: Great Sandy-Tanami Deserts. 
Covered Area: Great Sandy-Tanami Desert 
and the Gibson Desert.
Location: North-west and  
central Australia.
Climate: Hot and dry, with  
some rainfall.

Size: 1,261,000km2.
Habitats: Sandy desert, waterholes and 
some wetlands.
Level of biodiversity: High.
Species: 21 species of native mammals, 
including the red kangaroo, marsupial 
mole and greater bilby, and 573 species  
of reptiles.

Look at this map of Australia. Shade in the Sandy-Tanami Desert. 
Use an atlas to find out the location of Uluru, mark it on your map.



Map of Australasia –- Spot the difference

Australasia, a region of Oceania, comprises Australia, New Zealand, the island of New 
Guinea and neighbouring islands in the Pacific Ocean. Can you spot 10 differences 
between these pictures? Draw a symbol from Aboriginal art to create your own 
Dreamtime story each time you find one! (We’ve done the first one for you.)

4 people sitting 

New
Zealand

Madagascar
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1. Dig a hole big 
enough to fit 
your bucket. 

2. Pour some gravel or sand into the bottom 
of your bucket for insects to burrow into. 
Don’t use soil, because this might cause 
algae to grow.

3. Surround the pond with some smaller 
stones to make it look natural.

4. Make sure the animals can get out by 
putting a couple of bricks, larger rocks or 
logs in your pond.

5. Fill the pond! Rainwater is best but you 
can also use tap water. 

6. Add some  
pond plants. 

Ask at your local garden 
centre for pond plants 
that oxygenate (ox-ee-jen-
ate) the water (meaning 
they create oxygen for the 
animals to breathe). We 
recommend something 
like hornwort.

Nature Project

June
Living in the desert can be tough! When 

we get hot, we want to cool off, and 
animals are no different. Even England 
can get very hot, and it’s not always 

easy for animals to find water. Building 
a little water feature is one of the best 

things you can do to help wildlife!

You will need:
- A washing-up bowl or bucket. 
(Make sure there are no holes in it, and any soap is 
rinsed out thoroughly with warm water.) 

- Some gravel or sand.
- A few big stones, bricks or logs.
- Some pond plants.

7. Now sit back and 
wait! Animals will 
love using your new 
water feature for 
a quick bath and, 
in a few months, it 
may even attract 
some frogs! 

Top Tip: This water feature can 
be made in any small space – even 
a patio or balcony! Just make  
sure your animals can get in  
and out, perhaps by building  
some steps or a ramp! 

Build a wildlife water feature



For more colouring activities, check out ‘Colour & Learn Animals’ at brainbox.co.uk. 



Who Am I?
These pictures show the footsteps of various 

animals but can you guess what they all are? The 
pictures below show the main culprits.  

Great 
bilby

Emu Red kangaroo Dingo Echidna



Glossary – Australia: Sandy-
Tanami Deserts

Aboriginal (noun)  
A person belonging to one of the 
indigenous peoples of Australia.

Bush (noun)  
Wild country, where hardly anyone 
lives.

Feral animal (noun) 

A wild animal that was previously 
kept by people. 

Gestation period (noun) 
The development time of a child or 
young animal while it is still inside 
its mother’s body.

Indigestible (adjective)  
Difficult or impossible for a 
stomach to break down. 

Joey (noun) 
A young kangaroo or other 
marsupial.

Marsupial (noun)  
A type of mammal that is not 
completely developed when born, 
and is carried and suckled in a 
pouch on the mother’s body. 

Modest (adjective)  
Shy and humble. 

Monolith (noun)  
Large rock or mountain. 

Navigate (verb)  
To find your way around. 

Outback (noun)  
The areas of Australia that are far 
away from cities and towns. 

Pest (noun)  
An insect or animal that eats plants, 
food or livestock. 

Scorching (adjective)  
Very hot.

Temperament (noun)  
Personality.

Timid (adjective)  
Shy. 

Uluru (pronoun)  
The official name for Ayers rock, the 
largest monolith in the world.

Walkabout (noun)  
A journey on foot taken by an 
Australian Aboriginal. 



Complete these sentences from issue 20 of Eco Kids Planet  
using words from the glossary.

1   The famous Ayers Rock, first named ������������� by the local ������������������ 

people, soars hundreds of metres above the �������������������.

2   Small populations of the endangered greater bilby – a small, cute ����������������– 

can be found here.

3   The ��������������� European rabbit is Australia’s number one �������������.

4   A specially adapted, two-part stomach enables kangaroos to get the maximum 

amount of nutrients out of this ����������������� vegetation, and they can go a long 

time without water.

5   Baby bilbies are known as ���������������, just like the young of most marsupials! 

The ���������������� ������������������� of the bilby is only 14 days, one of the 

shortest of any mammal.

6   As the sun rose, we stood beneath Uluru, the largest stone �������������� on Earth.

7   Today we had a very exciting day. Jiemba and Alinta decided we should explore the 

�������������� and go “�����������������”.

8   Alinta and Jiemba showed us how to find food and water, and how to �������������� 

without a map or compass.

Glossary Sentences

joeys        monolith       Uluru        feral        navigate

marsupial        Aboriginal        pest        bush

outback        walkabout        indigestible        gestational period



Australian Desert Food Web
Food chains show how energy is transformed when one organism eats another.  The 
source of all this energy is the sun. The food chain always starts with green plants. They 
live by using the sun’s energy to make food for themselves. We call them producers. 
Animals get their energy by eating plants or other animals. In food chains, they are 
called consumers. 

A food web is a series of interactive food chains.  How do you think the organisms below 
are linked together? Complete the food web by drawing arrows to show what eats what. 
We’ve done one for you. 

Desert plants

Termites Desert ant

Greater bilby

Feral cat

Red kangaroo

Australian bustard

Dingo

Thorny devil

Red fox



Test Your Knowledge
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Down
1. Native, indigenous
2. Shy
3. To find your way around

4. 

5. The remote area of Australia
6. Domestic animals that escaped from 

people and became wild
7. A group of mammals that carry their 

babies in a pouch

Across
6.  A bit of fire that comes from 

something burning

8. 

9. Australia’s worst ‘invader’
10. A hunting tool 
11. The ancient time of the creation of 

all things 
12. A small marsupial with long ears 
13. ‘Mother Earth’

14. 

15. A large rock or mountain
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ANSWERS
Spot the difference

Who am I?

Glossary sentences
1. Uluru, Aboriginal, outback   2. marsupial   3. feral, pest   4. indigestible  
5. joeys, gestation period   6. monolith   7. bush, walkabout   8. navigate

Great 
bilby

Emu Red kangaroo Dingo Echidna

Desert plants

Termites Desert ant

Greater bilby

Feral cat

Red kangaroo

Australian bustard

Dingo

Thorny devil

Red fox

Crossword Australian food web 
Down  
1. Aboriginal    
2. timid    
3. navigate    
4. emu    
5. outback    
6. feral    
7. marsupial

Across    
6. flame    
8. waterhole    
9. rabbit    
10. boomerang    
11. dreamtime    
12. bilby 
13. uluru    
14. kangaroo    
15. monolith

New
Zealand
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