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If you’re looking for a simple and affordable way to make your home’s exterior stand 
out, gable decorations are a great addition to any home, no matter your style or 
location. The artistic details of gable decorations add the perfect amount of charm 
without spending a lot of time and money. 

You can get creative with your taste and style preferences to dictate the design that 
will work best with your home’s architecture. Don’t know what gable products and 
materials are available? No problem. We’ve put together a buyer’s guide for choosing 
gable designs that will make a stylish impact on your exterior within a sensible budget.

We’ve compiled a detailed guide on the styles, products, and materials available 
to homeowners today, along with planning, measuring, maintenance, pricing, and 
installation tips to make your decision to add gable decorations a successful breeze.
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Measuring Best Practices

Before you pick a style and material, you should take measurements of your home’s 
exterior and roof pitch to determine the options available for your unique home. 

If you’re not sure what roof pitch is, it’s the degree of slope to your roof. Roof pitch is 
expressed as a ratio of rise over run, or an increase in vertical height per unit of length 
relative to the ground. If you choose to do it yourself, make sure you use a sturdy 
ladder and safety equipment like a hard hat or a harness to keep you from falling.

A

36” 36”

How to Calculate Roof Pitch Blog

https://pvcmillwork.com/blogs/tips-and-tools/how-to-calculate-roof-pitch
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To measure your roof pitch for your gable decoration installation:

• Measure down 36” on both sides of your roof from the peak along the trim and 
make a mark.

• Measure across the face of your gable, from mark to mark, and write down that 
value in inches. 

• Once you have that value, use this chart to calculate your roof pitch:

Some gable trim manufacturers offer customer and technical support to help you 
through the process. If you get stuck on the measurements, check for resources or 
reach out to a reputable manufacturer if you have any questions.

Inches Across Roof Pitch

68-3/8” 4 / 12

66-1/2” 5 / 12

64-3/8” 6 / 12

62-1/4” 7 / 12

59-7/8” 8 / 12

57-5/8” 9 / 12

55-3/8” 10 / 12

53-1/8” 11 / 12

50-7/8” 12 / 12
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Sizing Your Gable Decoration

Once you have your measurements complete, you want to make sure your gable 
decoration is sized correctly. Appropriately scaled gable decorations bring in light, 
add charm, and add visual interest to a home. If it’s designed and sized correctly, 
it shouldn’t compete with the lines of the main house. Instead, it should reinforce, 
complement, and enrich the home’s personality.

When looking at your home from street level, you want to keep the overall appearance 
of your gable decorations even and balanced. If you plan to add multiple gable 
decorations at different heights and viewing distances, you’re probably going to want 
several differently-sized gable brackets. For example, a second-story gable decoration 
will require a larger bracket than the first-story gable decoration because of the height 
and distance increase from your street view. 

When both brackets are viewed from the street, they should be close to the same 
visual weight and appear to be the same size. Another consideration for scale is the 
color of your home compared to the color of your gable decoration. For example, if 
you’re choosing a light-colored gable decoration on a light-colored home, you may 
want to consider a larger size to help increase the visual size since the colors are so 
similar. 

While there is no set rule of thumb for how to size your gable, the ones that look the 
best nearly always occupy 35-50% of the overall space available. For example, if you 
measure from the very peak of your gable down one side to where the gable ends and 
you come up with 100”, you would want the gable bracket that you select to come 
down somewhere in the range of 35”-50”.
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Today’s Most Popular Gable Styles

Adding gable trim to your home’s exterior design can make an instant impact and 
improve its curb appeal. According to Lawnstarter, 71% of prospective homebuyers 
say a home’s curb appeal is an important factor in their buying decisions.  

There are a few ways in which you can incorporate gable details into your home’s 
exterior design — all influenced by your own personal taste and the home’s 
architectural design. Three popular home styles, prominent in today’s market, that 
use stylized gable features are Craftsman, Victorian and Gingerbread.

Craftsman

https://www.lawnstarter.com/blog/home-garden/7-exterior-home-improvements-can-increase-resale-value/
https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/craftsman-gable-pediments/products/gpf
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Craftsman-style homes have been around since the early 20th Century. These 
popular home designs are still trendy today and are known for their signature gable 
decorations, entrance pediments, low-pitched roofs and deep, inviting porches. 

Craftsman gable decorations elevate curb appeal to your home for minimal effort, 
a low cost and can be customized to achieve your desired look and scale. There are 
many different Craftsman-style gables: Beam Style, Arched Beam, Center Drop, Arched 
Modern, Curved, and more.

https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/craftsman-gable-pediments
https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/craftsman-gable-pediments/products/gpa
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Victorian 

Victorian home designs emerged in the 1800s during Queen Victoria’s reign over Great 
Britain and the British colonies from 1837 to 1901, and the elaborate details of this 
popular style remain a favorite with homeowners to this day. 

Gothic Revival-style Victorian homes utilize awe-inspiring features of the castles and 
churches of the Middle Ages with their pointed arches and windows with diamond-
shaped panes, steep, front-facing gable roofs, decorative eaves, and wooden board-
and-batten siding.

https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/victorian-gable-trim/products/gd622
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Victorian homes celebrate craftsmanship with elaborate scrollwork and curved 
accents. They feature dramatic, detailed gable designs, intricate trim, and ornate 
shingle work, adding personality and flair to the home’s exterior. 

If you’re wanting to get years of beauty out of your Victorian gable trim decorations, 
opt for a product material that will not warp, crack or peel — it will add to your curb 
appeals for decades to come and allows you to rest easy knowing your trim’s beauty 
won’t diminish over time.

https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/victorian-gable-trim


Buyer’s Guide: Choosing the Best Gable Decorations for Your Home10

Gingerbread 

Gingerbread-style decorations are similar to Victorian designs but come in smaller 
sizes, with even more ornamental detailing and trim work.

Adding whimsical Gingerbread accents to your projects is quick and easy, and finding 
accents that can hold a finish for years in all weather conditions can allow you to enjoy 
your investment for the long term. 

“Gingerbread details began as simple additions that put an owner’s individual touch 
on a simple wood-frame cottage. From there, the style gained steam, evolving into an 
interpretation of the masonry details exhibited in Gothic Revival designs,” says Steph 
Mikkelson for Apartment Therapy.

https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/gingerbread-gable-accents
https://www.apartmenttherapy.com/what-is-a-gingerbread-style-home-36960666
https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/gingerbread-gable-accents/products/gda
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Choosing a Style to Match Your Home’s Exterior

Choosing the right style for your home’s exterior is all going to come down to personal 
taste and preferences. You can choose a simple Craftsman or Victorian look if you want 
your home to look modern with a slight twist. If you’re looking for something more 
elaborate to stand out in your neighborhood, you may want some of the scroll-like 
designs or geometric patterns from the Gingerbread style. 

Some manufacturers also offer custom designs and sizes which gives you some wiggle 
room to experiment with what style you like best. Take a look at the color of your 
siding, the outer decor of your home, and your existing trim and roof to pick the right 
size, style, and color you can enjoy long-term. Once you have your style picked out, 
you can start choosing between materials.

https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/gingerbread-gable-accents/products/gdnlarge
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Choosing Gable Products for the Long-Term

There are a few material options to choose from for gable details on your home. For 
older homes, the most common materials used were wood. Wood products are still 
widely used today, but innovations in construction products provide homeowners 
with alternative options to consider.
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Wood
Wood is a classic choice for trim, gable and other home exterior products, and 
is regarded for its natural beauty. However, it also presents a few problems for 
homeowners who want a long-term solution for their exteriors.
 

• Wood products often require more frequent maintenance and repainting than 
other materials.

• Because it is a porous material, wood requires a finish to protect it from moisture 
damage like cupping, warping and cracking.

• It is susceptible to pests and weather damage.

• Wood maintenance can be costly over time, and initial prices can range depending 
on the species. 

PVC
When looking for a durable, lower maintenance solution, PVC and polyurethane gable 
materials make great alternatives, as these products will hold up longer than wood 
products. Fabricators specializing in this craft can either route gable specifications 
from PVC or mold it from polyurethane resin. The result is a strong and durable 
product that will maintain its original beauty for decades.

“Since it’s so easy to cut pieces and cement them together, PVC lends itself to a host 
of exciting DIY projects, the number and variety of which attest to how versatile this 
material is,” writes Jennifer Noonan for Bob Vila.

https://pvcmillwork.com/
https://pvcmillwork.com/
https://www.bobvila.com/articles/pvc-diy/
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PVC Helps You Save on Maintenance

An additional benefit of PVC is that it’s moisture-proof. Unlike wood, it resists 
damage from freeze and thaw cycles, which often leads to unsightly chipping, 
cracking, cupping, bowing, or rotting. Its non-porous surface also means PVC isn’t 
susceptible to unwanted insect damage. PVC is also flame retardant, making it a 
much safer option than wood.

When it comes to maintaining the enduring beauty of your gable decoration, you’ll 
be glad to know PVC and polyurethane products will not discolor over time. This is 
because gable trim products by PVC Millwork are manufactured using UV stabilizers 
to prevent yellowing from UV light. With PVC as a material, your gable decoration will 
stay true to its original aesthetic for a lifetime. 

If you do want to paint your gable decorations, you can. Any high-quality exterior 
acrylic latex paint will work and last far longer than if you painted it on wood. Paint 
fails on wooden elements when the wood swells and warps due to the absorption 
of moisture. This cracks the coating of paint, which allows more moisture to enter, 
accelerating the cycle of damage. PVC products do not absorb water, greatly 
extending the life of your paint job if you decide to change up the color.

Cost Comparisons

When deciding between wood and PVC as a material, the upfront costs are going 
to be similar. But, when you consider the longevity of PVC and its low maintenance 
requirements, PVC gable decorations will save you a lot of money and time in the 
long run.

https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/victorian-gable-trim


Buyer’s Guide: Choosing the Best Gable Decorations for Your Home 15

Stand Out With PVC Millwork

When homeowners select PVC Millwork products, they get the benefit of a high-
performing product that’s easy to install and longer-lasting than wood. You have 
high standards — and so do we. That’s why we make all of our gable accents from 
no-maintenance cellular PVC, so you can enjoy them for years to come. Our white, 
smooth-surface PVC millwork is ready-to-install and requires no painting or staining.

Our PVC products are made in the U.S. for American quality and quick turnaround 
times. If you’re in the U.S., shipping is free, and in-stock items are ready to ship within 
just a week of your order. 

https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/all
https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/victorian-gable-trim
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We offer customer and technical support to help you through the process or if you get 
stuck on the measurements. When you call on us, you get paired with a real person 
with technical knowledge and expertise, to ensure you get a resolution, answers to all 
your questions, and a seamless customer experience.

Plus, any of our standard, in-stock gable trims can be modified to specification or 
designed to fit your desired style.

Lifetime Custom Gable Design Solutions for Your 
Home With PVC Millwork

https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/gingerbread-gable-accents/products/gda
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If you’re wanting a look that’s entirely yours, we do custom Craftsman, Victorian, and 
Gingerbread gable decorations upon request. Choosing a custom route with tailored 
dimensions can ensure your decorations completely match your home’s proportions, 
style, and exterior. Custom gable decorations can elevate your curb appeal with 
minimal effort and cost, helping you achieve your desired look and scale.

PVC gable millwork is fully customizable, allowing you to create a design that sets 
your home apart from the rest. PVC’s gable trims are naturally white, which is ideal 
for instant contrast – so if that’s the color you’re after, no onsite painting or staining is 
needed. But if a pop of color is something you desire for your home, PVC trim can be 
painted any color to match whatever look you want. 

https://pvcmillwork.com/pages/custom-pvc-fabrication
https://pvcmillwork.com/pages/custom-pvc-fabrication
https://pvcmillwork.com/collections/custom-pvc-fabrication/products/custom-work
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How To Install PVC Millwork Gable Decorations

If you can dream it and draw it, we’re likely able to fabricate it for you. And in addition 
to custom sizing gable decorations, PVC Millwork also does a wide array of other 
custom products: PVC column wraps, louver vents, shutters, brackets/corbels, and 
much more.

Once you have your measuring, style, and material picked out, you’re ready for 
installation. At PVC MIllwork, we offer less adventurous homeowners the option of a 
gable design kit with an installation process that most DIYers can handle on their own 
with their hands and a screw gun. PVC’s gable designs have pre-drilled pocket holes, 
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making installation a complete breeze you can finish in less time than it would take for 
a professional drive out.

Our gable decorations are generally very easy to install - just lift them into place and 
secure them with exterior wood screws.
For efficient shipping and crating, some of our larger gable pediments are shipped in 
two or three pieces. Reassembly is simple, with all the pieces pre-cut, pre-drilled, and 
ready to assemble.

If you’re more of a visual learner, watch the full video to see how simple installing PVC 
Millwork Gingerbread gable designs can be.

Where To Buy PVC Millwork Gable Decorations

If you have any questions about our products, the installation process, custom options 
or what style is best for your home, we’re here to help. We have real people with more 
than three decades of technical knowledge ready to answer your call. 

Learn more about working with our PVC products, or check out our 
available gable designs to get started on your home project. Our 
collection has over 40 design styles available. If you can’t find that 
perfect one, anything you see in our online shop can be customized to fit 
your ideal design. If you have an inspirational photo found somewhere 
outside our site, we’d love to take a look. Contact us at PVC Millwork 
today to get started.

https://pvcmillwork.com/blogs/tips-and-tools/gdb-kit-installation-video
https://pvcmillwork.com/collections
https://pvcmillwork.com/pages/contact-pvc-millwork
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