
CB1322 Modern Embroidery - fi nalCB1322 Modern Embroidery - fi nal

wall art basics   15

4 Once the design is stitched, work a 
row of gathering stitches around the 
outer edge of the fabric, using a sewing 
needle and cotton thread. Draw the 
thread up tightly to pull the excess 
fabric neatly over to the back of 
the hoop, gathering it fi rmly, 
and knot to secure.

5 Apply a small amount of 
high-tack glue around the inside 
edge of the hoop and press the 
backing felt on top to cover the 
back of the embroidery. Allow 
the glue to dry completely.

6 Attach a hanging ribbon, cord, or leather thong 
to the screws at the top of the hoops if required. 

Fray Check
Fray Check is a handy product that many embroiderers keep in their supplies kit. If you aren’t 
backing your project with felt, as above (for example, Floating Cloud, page 30), you might like to 
add some Fray Check to the fabric. This is a quick-drying liquid sealant that, when applied to the 
edges of the fabrics, will hold and secure the fi bers and prevent them from fraying. It can also be 
used to secure the ends of trimmings and ribbons. Use it sparingly and always check on a scrap or 
discrete section fi rst to make sure that it doesn’t alter the color of the fabrics. 

TIP
You may prefer to add two rounds of 
gathering stitches—particularly for 
square or oval frames. This can help to 
draw the fabrics in much more neatly 
around the shape of the frame than
a single round of stitches. 

TIP
High-tack glue is incredibly 

sticky, although most brands dry 
clear. Apply it sparingly so as not to 
create clumps of dried glue on the 

fi nished piece. 
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