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SKILL LEVEL

sloth hat
It seems like everyone these days has fallen in love with sloths, those 

slow-moving creatures that hang upside down in the trees of Latin 

American rainforests. Perhaps it’s their friendly nature, their cute faces, 

or just that they could teach us a thing or two about coping with 

21st-century living. Whatever the reason, you can now join the sloth trend 

and knit your own cute hat. It’s one of the easiest projects in the book, 

so there’s really no excuse!

Main hat
(Make 1)
Using US9 (5.5mm) needles, cast on 72(78) sts in A.
For smaller size only, mark the 9th, 24th, 49th, and 64th 
stitch with a stitch marker or small safety pin. For larger 
size only, mark the 11th, 26th, 53rd, and 68th.
Knit 4 rows.
Row 5: K30(33) in A, join in B and k12, k to end.
Row 6: P29(32) in A, p14 in B, p in A to end.
Row 7: K28(31) in A, k16 in B, k in A to end.
Row 8: P27(30) in A, p18 in B, p in A to end.
Row 9: K26(29) in A, k20 in B, k in A to end.
Row 10: P25(28) in A, p22 in B, p in A to end.
Row 11: K24(27) in A, k24 in B, k in A to end.
Work 7 rows in st st keeping to the patt set.
Row 19: K25(28) in A, k22 in B, k in A to end.
Row 20: P26(29) in A, p20 in B, p in A to end.
Row 21: K27(30) in A, k18 in B, k in A to end.
Row 22: P28(31) in A, p16 in B, p in A to end.
Break B and work rest of hat in A.
Smaller size only
Row 23: K5, [ssk, k10] 3 times, [k2tog, k10] twice, k2tog, 
k5. (66 sts)
Row 24: Purl.
Larger size only
Work 4 rows in st st beg with a k row.
Row 27: K5, [sl2, k1, p2sso, k10] 5 times, sl2, k1, p2sso, 
k5. (66 sts)
Row 28: Purl.
Both sizes
Next row: K4, [sl2, k1, p2sso, k8] 5 times, sl2, k1, p2sso, 
k4. (54 sts)
Next and every WS row unless stated otherwise: Purl.
Next RS row: K3, [sl2, k1, p2sso, k6] 5 times, sl2, k1, 
p2sso, k3. (42 sts)
Next RS row: K2, [sl2, k1, p2sso, k4] 5 times, sl2, k1, 
p2sso, k2. (30 sts)
Next RS row: K1, [sl2, k1, p2sso, k2] 5 times, sl2, k1, 
p2sso, k1. (18 sts)

YARN AND MATERIALS
Katia Peru (40% wool, 40% acrylic, 20% alpaca), 115yd 
(106m) per 3½oz (100g) ball of bulky (chunky) yarn 

1 ball in 010 (A)
1 ball in 007 (B)

Oddment of light worsted (DK) yarn in black (C)

NEEDLES AND EQUIPMENT
Pair of US9 (5.5mm) knitting needles

Pair of US8 (5mm) knitting needles

Yarn sewing needle

Large-eyed embroidery needle

4 x stitch markers or small safety pins

SIZE
To fi t a small–medium (medium–large) teen to adult

(For more information on sizes, see page 112)

Actual measurements: approx. 17¾in/45cm 
(19in/48.5cm) circumference (unstretched)

GAUGE (TENSION)
16 sts and 19 rows to 4in (10cm) square 
over stockinette (stocking) stitch using US9 
(5.5mm) needles

ABBREVIATIONS
See page 127 

IW CB1223 Knitted Animal Socks Hats 080-089.indd   80IW CB1223 Knitted Animal Socks Hats 080-089.indd   80 11/05/2018   12:2311/05/2018   12:23

CB1223 Knitted Animal Socks and Hats - Final Text

SLOTH HAT   81

Next row (WS): [P2tog] to end. (9 sts)
Break yarn leaving a long tail. Thread yarn tail through rem 
sts, pull up tightly, and secure.

Eye patches
(Make 2)
Using US8 (5mm) needles, cast on 5 sts in A.
Work 10 rows in st st beg with a k row.
Row 11: Ssk, k1, k2tog. (3 sts)
Row 12: P3tog. (1 st)
Fasten off .

Ear fl aps
With RS facing and using US9 (5.5mm) needles and A, 
pick up and knit 16 sts between the fi rst and second 
markers on the cast-on edge.
Knit 7 rows.

Row 8: Ssk, k to last 2 sts, k2tog. (14 sts)
Row 9: Knit.
Rep rows 8–9, 3 times more. (8 sts)
Row 16: Ssk, k4, k2tog. (6 sts)
Bind (cast) off .
Pick up and knit 16 sts between the third and fourth 
markers on the cast-on edge and work the second ear fl ap 
in the same way.

To make up
Oversew eye patches in place using the photograph 
as a guide. 
Using C, work two small coils of chain stitch (see page 
124) for the eyes and a bigger one for the nose. Using A, 
work the mouth in chain stitch. 
Sew back seam using fl at stitch (see page 126). 
Weave in all loose ends. 
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