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126   techniques

CROCHET STITCH CONVERSION CHART
Crochet stitches are worked in the same way in both the UK 
and the USA, but the stitch names are not the same and 
identical names are used for different stitches. Below is a list of 
the UK terms used in this book, and the equivalent US terms.

UK TERM   US TERM

double crochet (dc) single crochet (sc)

half treble (htr) half double crochet (hdc)

treble (tr) double crochet (dc)

double treble (dtr) treble (tr)

triple treble (trtr) double treble (dtr)

quadruple treble (qtr) triple treble (ttr)

tension gauge

yarn round hook (yrh) yarn over hook (yo)

Surface crochet
Surface crochet is a simple way to add extra decoration to a 
fi nished item, working slip stitches over the surface of the fabric.

2 Insert the hook between the next 2 
stitches, yarn round hook and draw a 
loop through to the front. You will now 
have 2 loops on the hook.

3 Pull the fi rst loop on the hook through 
the second loop to complete the fi rst 
slip stitch on the surface of the work.

Repeat steps 2 and 3 to make the next 
slip stitch. To join two ends with an 
invisible join, cut the yarn and thread 
onto a yarn needle. Insert the needle up 
through the last stitch, into the fi rst 
stitch as if you were crocheting it, then 
into the back loop of the previous stitch. 
Fasten off on the wrong side.

1 Using a contrast yarn, make a slip 
knot. Holding the yarn with the slip knot 
behind the work and the hook in front, 
insert the hook between two stitches 
from front to the back and catch the slip 
knot behind the work with the hook. 
Draw the slip knot back through, so 
there is 1 loop on the hook at the front 
of the work.

Beading
When using beads, they must all be threaded onto the 
yarn before you start crocheting. Beads are placed when 
working with the wrong side of the work facing you. The 
beads will sit at the back of the work, and so appear on 
the front (right side).

2 Work the stitch as 
indicated in the pattern. 
This will secure the bead 
at the back.

1 When a bead is needed, 
slide it up the strand 
toward the back of the 
work so it’s ready to place 
in the right part of the 
stitch you are working.
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For reasons of space we 
cannot cover all stockists, 
so please explore the 
local yarn shops and 
online stores in your own 
country.

UK

Love Crochet
Online sales 
www.lovecrochet.com

Wool
Yarn, hooks
Store in Bath.
+44 (0)1225 469144
www.woolbath.co.uk

VV Rouleaux
Ribbons
Stores in London and 
Bath, UK.
+44 (0)1225 618600
www.vvrouleaux.com

Deramores
Online sales
www.deramores.com

Laughing Hens
Online sales
Tel: +44 (0) 1829 740903
www.laughinghens.com

John Lewis
Yarns and craft supplies 
Telephone numbers of 
stores on website 
www.johnlewis.com

Hobbycraft
www.hobbycraft.co.uk

USA

Knitting Fever Inc.
www.knittingfever.com

WEBS 
www.yarn.com

Jo-Ann Fabric and 
Craft Stores
Yarns and craft supplies 
www.joann.com

Michaels
Craft supplies 
www.michaels.com

AUSTRALIA

Black Sheep Wool ’n’ 
Wares
Retail store and online
Tel: +61 (0)2 6779 1196
www.blacksheepwool.
com.au

Sun Spun
Retail store only 
(Canterbury, Victoria)
Tel: +61 (0)3 9830 1609

YARN COMPANIES

Cascade
Stockist locator on 
website
www.cascadeyarns.com

DMC
Stockist locator on 
website
www.dmc.com

Rico Design
Stockist locator on 
website
www.rico-design.de

Rowan Yarns
Stockist locator on 
website
www.knitrowan.com

Scheepjes
Stockist locator on 
website
www.scheepjes.com

Stylecraft
Stockist locator on 
website
www.stylecraft-yarns.
co.uk

If you wish to substitute a 
different yarn for the one 
recommended in the 
pattern, try the Yarnsub 
website for suggestions:
www.yarnsub.com

abbreviations
alt alternat(e)ing
approx. approximately
beg begin(ning)
BLO back loop only
BP back post
cm centimetre(s)
cont continu(e)ing
ch chain
dc double crochet
dc2tog double crochet 2 stitches 
 together
dec decreas(e)ing
dtr double treble
edc elongated double crochet
FLO front loop only
foll follow(s)ing
FP front post
g gram(mes)
htr half treble
in  inch(es)
inc increas(e)ing
m  metre(s)
mm millimetre(s)
oz ounce(s)
PM place marker
patt pattern
prev previous
rem remaining
rep repeat
RS right side
ss slip stitch
st(s) stitch(es)
sp space
tog together
tr treble
ttr triple treble
yds yards
WS wrong side 
yrh yarn round hook
[ ] work section between square 
 brackets number of times 
 stated
* asterisk indicates beginning of 
 repeated section of pattern
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