
Get Started with Cut Flowers 

Start Small…  

Start Simple!  
If you are a beginner cut flower grower, we 
encourage you to start small by selecting a 
few easy to grow varieties. Browse this in-
formational package for recommendations 
including popular cut flowers that can be 
directly sown or planted into the field, al-
lowing you to grow without access to an 
indoor  growing space.   
 

Market cut flowers… 

Build your business!  
Cut flowers have a place in a wide variety 
of greenhouse and farm operations. While 
some growers’ primary business is cut 
flower sales, a number of retail  garden 
centers use cuts to extend their selling sea-
son beyond the bedding plant season. In 
addition, vegetable farmers often raise cut 
flowers to supplement their produce busi-
ness and draw  customers to their market 
stands.  Wholesalers also seek out locally 
grown cuts during the key growing season, 
as do local florists looking to add to their 
standard product base.    
 

Local markets  

love cut flowers!  
Opportunity abounds for growers to market 
cut flowers locally. In particular, the bur-
geoning Farmers’ Market   movement is 
offering more and better-attended venues 
for cut flower sales. At these markets, grow-
ers offer mixed bouquets of locally grown 
cuts, along with single varieties sold either 
by the bunch or single stem. Consumers 
gravitate to the wide array of flower types at 
these markets - from traditional to uncom-
mon.  

Learn more inside!  
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Simple Crops to Get You Started! 
When you are just beginning, simplicity is key!  With an extensive selection of cut flowers available, allow us to simplify it for you. 

We’ve removed the confusion by selecting our top selling species that represent the most popular easy-to-grow cut flowers that 

will give you the ‘best of the best’ to start with.  For a more diverse selection, browse our Simple to Grow Cut Flower Chart with 

over 75 varieties to choose from.  Choose your field location wisely, as most cut flowers prefer full sun and a good, loose, well-

drained soil.  To get your flowers off to a good start, prepare the soil by clearing any debris or weeds and adding compost or organ-

ic matter as needed. Keep an eye on young seedlings; make sure they do not dry out, and protect them from those critters that 

may find them tasty!  For an ex-tended harvest, sow and plant in successions every 10—14 days while time allows in your growing 

region.   

  

 

Commonly known as Love-Lies-Bleeding, this  inter-
esting old fashioned annual is best known for its 
large, drooping tassels of flowers that spill from the 
tall plants.  
Planting Depth: ¼" deep;      Soil Temperature: 70°F  
Field Spacing: 9-15”  
Harvest: when 50 to 75% of inflorescence is open  

 
Amaranthus 

Asters are considered an ‘old fashioned’ flower 
that still enjoys a good deal of popularity. Choose 
from single flowered spray types, cushion types, 
and quilled types.  
Planting Depth: ¼" deep       Soil Temperature: 70°F 
Field Spacing: 4-12”  
Harvest: when outside ray florets begin to open   

 
Aster 

Gladiolus are simply stunning! Choose from our 
great selection of grower favorites. You can choose 
to purchase as a #1 (1½-2” diameter) or #2 corm (1  
¼ -1½” diameter).  Larger corms will generally flow-
er 7-10 days earlier and have more florets per spike 
than smaller corms.  
Planting Depth: 3 -5”             Soil Temperature: 60°F  
Field Spacing: 4-6” Harvest: when 1-5 florets show 
color  

 
     Gladiolus 

Whether you love lemon yellow, bright orange, or 
rusty red, you’ll find gorgeous blooms in our wide 
selection of sunflowers. For best results, choosing 
pollen-free varieties insures a neat and clean ap-
pearance that your clients will love.    
Sow Depth: ¼" deep               Soil Temperature: 50°F 
Field Spacing: Single Stem 4-9”, Branching 12-24” 
Harvest: when petal color is just visible 

 
Sunflowers 

Also known as False Queen Anne’s Lace, or Lace 
Flower, these cultivated varieties are sought after 
by cut flower growers for uniformity in production. 
Enjoy long lasting large umbels on strong stems.  
Planting Depth: ¼" deep       Soil Temperature: 68°F 
Field Spacing: 8-12”  

 
Ammi 

Along with delicate flowers, Cosmos offer a fine, airy 
foliage.  These beauties make a lovely addition to 
mixed arrangements and will be a hit for roadside 
stands, farmers’ markets and for floral designers.  
Sow Depth: ¼" deep                 Soil Temperature: 75°F 
Field Spacing: 9-12”  
Harvest: when petals just begin to open  

 
Cosmos 

This annual gypsophila, commonly referred to as 
Baby’s Breath, produces clusters of bright white 
flowers in a spray arrangement that is an ‘old fash-
ioned’ flower that still trends. A popular request 
from Do-It-Yourself brides.  
Planting Depth: 3-5”              Soil Temperature: 60°F 
Field Spacing: 8-12”  
Harvest: between 75-85% of flowers are open  

 
Gypsophila 

Zinnias are considered a staple item for many field 
grown cut flower operations. Go to any Farmers’ 
Market in the summer, and you’ll see a prolifera-
tion of these bold, cheery blooms that come in a 
spectrum of bright, saturated colors.   
Sow Depth: ¼" deep               Soil Temperature: 60°F 
Field Spacing: 6-12”  
Harvest: when pollen begins to form  

 
Zinnias 
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Simple Crops to Get You Started! 

21821-37 

Get Started with  

Glads Collection 

03841-10-02 

Benary’s Giant  

Zinnia Collection 

22867-10-02 

Sunflower Novelty 

Collection 

22866-10-02 

Sunflower Pro Cut 

Collection 

20422-10-02 

Sunflower Pollenless 

Collection 

22187-10-02 

Zinnia Cut Flower 

Sampler Collection 

22261-10-02 

Cut Flower Early 

Sow Collection 

21658-10-02 

Cut Flower Direct 

Sow Collection 
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Select one or all 7 of these collections to 
try an assortment of flower varieties and 
colors without having to buy large quanti-
ties of each item. Components of our 
collections are carefully chosen to give 
you a nice assortment of compatible vari-
eties to try. As an added bonus, you will 
save money with collections because they 
are always discounted compared to buy-
ing each variety individually! 



Simple to Grow Cut Flower Chart 
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Simple to Grow Cut Flower Chart 
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Simple to Grow Cut Flower Chart 
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Association of Specialty Cut Flower Growers 
The Association of Specialty Cut Flower 
Growers provides an identity for the 
specialty cut flower industry while    
providing production, marketing and   
research information through publica-
tions, online communications and na-
tional and regional meetings. 

 
Books  
These books and more available at www.ascfg.org  
Specialty Cut Flowers -By A. Armitage and J. Laushman  
The 50 Mile Bouquet - By Debra Prinzing and David Perry  
The Flower Farmer - By Lynn Byczynski  

Extension & Research Services  
Cornell University —Chris Wein  
NC State University — John Dole  
Contact your local cooperative extension for local expertise 

 

Harris Seeds Resources  
2015 Vegetable and Cut Flower Growers’ Catalog  
Cut Flower Varieties - Pages 104-123  
Cut Flower Supplies Page 142-143  
Aster Quick Fact Charts -Page 107  
Cut Flower Quick Fact Charts -Page 123  
Sunflower Quick Fact Charts - Page 118  
Zinnia Quick Fact Charts - Page 122  

 

 

http://www.ascfg.org/includes/books.php#Specialty
http://www.ascfg.org/index.php?option=com_wrapper&Itemid=518
http://www.ascfg.org/index.php?option=com_wrapper&Itemid=518
http://hort.cals.cornell.edu/research/labs/chris-wiens-research-page
http://cutflowers.ces.ncsu.edu/welcome-2/
http://www.harrisseeds.com/storefront/s-250-cut-flowers.aspx
http://www.harrisseeds.com/storefront/s-259-cut-flower-supplies.aspx
http://www.harrisseeds.com/storefront/download/charts/ChartAster.pdf
http://www.harrisseeds.com/storefront/download/charts/ChartCutFlower.pdf
http://www.harrisseeds.com/storefront/s-386-sunflower-tall-cutting.aspx
http://www.harrisseeds.com/storefront/download/charts/ChartZinnia.pdf

