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Summary

Steel Pony is a line of women’s clothing designed by husband and wife team Joanne Litz and 
Dennis Wolk, who over a 20 year span have developed their own uniquely sustainable, signature 
innovations in dyeing.

Quick Facts

Owners   Joanne Litz,   joanne@steelpony.com
    Dennis Wolk,   dennis@steelpony.com
    p: 215-467-6065
    w: SteelPony.com

Location   758 S. 4th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19147

Founded   1992

Press Kit

Fashion fades, only style remains the same.
—Coco Chanel
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Background

Owners Joanne Litz and Dennis Wolk, both long time veterans of the 
fashion industry, left corporate jobs to launch Steel Pony.  They wanted 
to launch a business that improved industry dyeing practices and 
achieve true sustainability -- colorfast fabric using 100% biodegradable 
dyes.  

They founded Steel Pony in 1992 and sold women’s clothing wholesale 
across the United States.  In 1997, they first launched the collection 
online.  They expanded the business in 2002 to include a line of leather 
handbags.  And, most recently, expanded again by opening the Steel 
Pony boutique in Philadelphia’s historic Fabric Row district in Spring 
2015.

Since the first collection, Litz now designs seasonal collections, and 
Wolk designs and crafts a collection of one-of-a-kind handbags. 

They continue to use sustainable dyeing practices and advocate for 
slow fashion -- encouraging slower production schedules, fair wages, 
lower carbon footprints, and (ideally) zero waste. 

“Natural dyes aren’t as natural as they may sound, because in order to 
be color-fast, they need to be mixed with heavy metals,” explains Litz. 
“Technically, it can be called natural, but there is nothing natural about 
the contamination they cause the water supply.  We were determined 
to leave a more positive footprint on our industry -- one that can be 
washed down the drain without environmental impact.”

Quick Facts 

Steel Pony’s clothing is: 

• Made from California-grown cotton
• Colored by Massachusetts-sourced dyes
• Knitted in North Carolina 
• Handmade in Pennsylvania

Today, Steel Pony clothing is available: 

• In independently-owned boutiques across the U.S.
• Online at www.SteelPony.com
• In-person at the Steel Pony Boutique in Philadelphia, PA
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Biography

Joanne Litz and Dennis Wolk are the 
husband and wife couple behind Steel 
Pony.  Litz designs the clothing line and 
Wolk designs the handbags.  Together 
they draw on their extensive backgrounds 
in the fashion industry to develop 
innovations that improve the environmental 
sustainability of dyeing fabric.

Both Litz and Wolk worked in Fashion/
Retail industry prior to launching Steel 
Pony.  Litz worked as a designer for 
ten years including serving as Design 
Director at Eagles Eye.  Wolk worked in 
retail, specializing in window display and 
in-store display for Bloomingdales and 
Strawbridge’s.

Their combined passion for developing 
more sustainable fashion production 
practices led the duo to launch Steel 
Pony in 1992.  Kicking off with hand 
painted clothing, their business quickly 
incorporated dyeing techniques -- an area 
of fashion production where sustainability 
improvements in industry wide practices 
has been largely ignored.

Litz earned her Bachelor Degree from Philadelphia College of Textiles and Science in 1980.  Wolk 
graduated from Tyler School of Art at Temple University.  They are both lifelong Philadelphians.

Fashion is what designers tell you to wear. 
Style is how you express yourself. 

Steel Pony creates pieces
for women to express themselves.

#SteelPonyStyle
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Website
 launched

Introduced 
Journey 

Bags

Boutique 
opens

24 Years in Business

An Open-Kitchen Concept Boutique
The Steel Pony boutique also houses the studio space allowing shoppers to get a 
firsthand look and deeper appreciation of the art, skill, and quality of what the Steel 
Pony husband and wife design team are creating.

758 South 4th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147

A line of handcrafted leather handbags called Journey Bags augment Steel Pony’s 
offerings with these versatile artisan accessories. 
Designed and crafted by Dennis Wolk. 

Leaving jobs in the corporate world, Joanne Litz and Dennis Wolk start a clothing 
company that makes a difference: by creating sustainable, eco-friendly clothing 
from natural fibers, 100% made in the United States of America.

Steel Pony first launched their retail site online.
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Special Occasion

Bridal

Layerable Pieces

Unique Fashion

From gym-wear 
to street-wear.

#SteelPonyStyle



“When I purchase a new Steel Pony piece, I know that it will look great with 
other pieces that I have purchased over the years. The colors and styles seem 
to play well together. My mother taught me to average the cost of the piece 
over how many times I would wear it. In the case of Steel Pony, I always get my 
money’s worth.”

“Thank you for designing such amazing clothes. You’ve really made a difference 
in my life. I feel really beautiful when I where your clothes.”

Grayson Lee, Rochester, NY

“When I discovered Steel Pony I started giving away boring corporation-
produced clothing, and am still giving those clothes to the Kidney Foundation. 
I love it when people stop me and say they love my style, and I can give them 
Steel Pony’s website. Sometimes I get obsessed and get several colors of a 
favorite tunic, like the Elly tunic or the Vanessa sweater. Thanks for creating 
these wonderful garments that I hope to wear when I’m 100!”

Irene McCullough, Atlanta GA.
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“Each plush, over sized clutch-pouch is ac cen ted by a be jeweled catch and con tains an infant’s cap 
and t-shirt with a hand-painted design by de sign er Joanne Litz, who goes out of her way to give 
every piece its own unique char ac ter. That’s the mark of every item at Steel Pony, where no art icle 
in their ex tens ive cloth ing and hand bag col lec tion is the same. 

“Litz and her bag-de sign er hus band, Den nis Wolk, hand-dye and in de pend ently con struct each 
item, us ing en vir on ment ally-safe pro cesses, paints, fab rics and re cycled leath er.”

Sheena Lester, Philadelphia Weekly, May 2015

“[Steel Pony’s] high-end bohemian-chic women’s wear has found a home of its own in their newly 
opened storefront on historic Fabric Row. The new boutique will provide a sophisticated selection 
of handmade clothing and accessories, all made in America.”

Grid Magazine, November 2015

From the Press 

From Customers

News and Reviews
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Why Steel Pony? 

• Well-made pieces last
• Unique style
• Hand-dyed 
• 100% made in the USA
• Eco-friendly
• Independent, small business
• Involved with local charities

• Stylish layers carry you through the seasons
• Steel Pony Essentials mix and match so you can travel light in style
• Natural fibers breathe well -- keeping you comfortable

#SteelPonyStyle

High Resolution Photographs available
Email Joanne Litz at Joanne@steelpony.com

Interested in an interview? 
Contact Joanne Litz or Dennis Wolk directly
Joanne@steelpony.com    /    Dennis@steelpony.com
215.467.6065

@SteelPonyWear

@SteelPonyWear

@SteelPony

@SteelPony

Ageless. Timeless. and Always Unique: Style for Women who Move.
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High End Gifts Under $100 

Envelope Clutch
Simple leatherJourney Bag with contrast detail 
and long strap to close the clutch or wrap on 
your hand.
$79-89

Hand-Dyed Silk Scarves 
Varied Colors and designs.
Approx.10-14” W by 60” L. 
$28- $78

Great for: 
• Holiday Gift Guides
• Mother’s Day Gift Guides
• Valentine’s Day Gift Guides
• Affordable Luxury Gifts
• Unique Gifts for Artists in Your Life

Purchase Online or In-Store
SteelPony.com

758 S. 4th St, Philadelphia, PA 19147


