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Pre-workshop resource

Key Competencies
Managing Self

Participating and Contributing

Thinking

Relating to Others 

Curriculum Links
Science
 Nature of Science
 Living World
 Planet Earth and Beyond

Social Studies

Technology
 Technological Practice
 Nature of Technology

Health and Physical Education
 Healthy Communities and   
 Environments

 

Programme outline – One hour
Students will learn about pollination, its importance to our natural environment, and 

the different pollinators that might live around them (that aren’t just bees). Students 

will then investigate the different habitats that suit these pollinators in preparation for 

building their pollinator palace. 

When they have an idea of what animals they’re hoping to attract, the students will 

take part in constructing and filling the complex with different animal habitats. Finally, 

the students will learn about what kinds of plants they can establish to support their 

new population of cool critters.

Some pre-workshop activities for your class
• Have your students research the following questions:

 What is pollination? 
 What is a habitat?
 Why do plants try to attract animals with nectar?
 What kinds of native animals might there be living near the school? 

• Do a survey of the school to find out how many flowers there might be, and 

choose the perfect site for a pollinator palace.

• Explore your school to see whether you can find any pollinators, and if you can 

figure out where they live.

• Write a list of every animal the students can think of that might live around the 

school. Match each of those animals with a type of habitat that they might prefer 

to live in. 

• Write a letter to local pollinators and other animals to encourage them to visit the 

school, or design a poster campaign advertising the school as a great place for 

critters to live.

Prepare your class before they take part in building an 
awesome pollinator palace!

DIY Pollinator Palace

Pollinators play a huge role in producing many of our foods
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Post-workshop resource

Experiment with your 
Pollinator Palace
Build another pollinator palace 
but this time with different 
habitat types. Has the new 
pollinator palace attracted 
different animals than the 
original?

Some habitats to try:
Cinderblocks
Hay
Plastic tubing
Logs from different trees
Corrugated iron
Terracotta pottery
Old doormats
Coffee sacks
Old pots and pans
Woollen blankets

Some post-workshop activities for your class

• Have your students make some predictions:

 Which animals will start to live in the palace first? Which ones will come later?
 What kinds of changes might the palace make to the area around it? 
 What will the pollinator palace look like in one year?  
 How will the pollinator palace change over the different seasons?

• Wait for a few weeks and then return to the pollinator palace. Spend an hour 

observing with different students sitting a distance away from each side. Do they 

see any animals coming in and out? Try a closer investigation.

• Find a local scientist who might be able to tell the class more about the different 

pollinators they can expect to see and what impact they might have.

• Have each student look at the food in their own homes and catalogue how much 

of it was made possible by pollinators. Imagine what their diet would be like if 

there were no pollinators to make that food for them.

• Write a story about life in the pollinator palace. Which animals might be friends? 

Which animals might disagree with each other? The class could produce a play to 

act out the different interactions that might take place.

Helpful Links for Understanding your Pollinator Palace
Landcare Research Bug Identification Guide  

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/resources/identification/animals/bug-id/what-is-this-bug

Build a tracking tunnel to see if larger animals are visiting your pollinator palace 

http://sciencelearn.org.nz/Science-Stories/Conserving-Native-Birds/Making-a-tracking-tunnel 

Science Learning Hub resources on invertebrates and pollinators 

http://sciencelearn.org.nz/Contexts/Pollination/Teaching-and-Learning-Approaches/

Pollination-pairs

A class pollinator palace is a gateway to year-round 
learning opportunities!

DIY Pollinator Palace

A pollinator palace provides a wide range of 
habitats for flower loving creatures
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