
I N F O R M A T I O N  S H E E T

What is Hazardous Waste?

Common household products like cleaners, fuels, paints, herbicides, 
solvents (like methylated spirits) and pool chemicals – are classed as 
hazardous. 

These are chemicals that we treat with caution at home because 
they are corrosive, explosive, flammable and toxic. If not disposed of 
properly, hazardous waste can cause serious, ongoing harm to people 
and the environment. 

What’s the Problem with Hazardous Waste?

Dumping these powerful toxins at the landfill is as bad as pouring 
them down the sink.  Leachate from modern landfills passes through 
waste water treatment facilities which are not designed to cope with 
hazardous chemicals. Synthetic chemicals and heavy metals remain in 
the treated water and are released into the Cook Strait, where they will 
harm generations of our marine animals and their ecosystems.  

Some heavy metals, such as mercury, are bio-accumulative. Mercury 
is increasingly found in the marine ecosystem including in animals 
intended for human consumption. 

Hazardous Waste

Many common household chemicals are kept locked 
away at home when we’re not using them. But what’s 
toxic at home is sure to be toxic when disposed of.  
Here’s how to give these items a safe send-off.

Hazardous at Home:

Household products listed 
as hazardous by the Greater 
Wellington Regional Council:

Anti-freeze; household and car 
batteries; garden pesticide and 
weed killer; home cleaning 
products and furniture polish; 
kerosene; lights  with mercury 
content; paint, and paint 
thinner; paint tins; petrol, 
diesel and oil; pool chemicals; 
used propane gas tanks; 
smoke alarms; solvent; varnish 
and lacquer. 

Community groups can access recycled paint from Resene. 
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TIP

Never let hazardous waste 

go down stormwater drains. 

It goes straight out to sea 

and will poison sea life. 

Feeling the love off Wellington’s South Coast.

Where to Take Your Hazardous Waste

Type of waste Organisation Contact

Annual hazardous 
waste collections.

Many local councils
See the ‘Online 
Resources’ links

Any kind of hazardous 
waste, up to 20k/20l. 
Free.

Most council landfills. http://tiny.cc/umo2dx

Engine oil. Free.
Most local landfills have oil 
collection facilities.  

gw.govt.nz/disposing-
of-waste-engine-oil/ 

Bulk polystyrene. 
Charges apply.

Poly Palace, Spicer Landfill, 
Porirua

0800 725 223

Paint, ink & toner 
cartridges. Check 
which products they 
take. 

Resene, Wgtn; 
Environpaints, Otaki; 
Cartridge World, most main 
centres. 

resene.co.nz 
enviropaints.
co.nz;cartridgeworld.
co.nz

Batteries and light 
bulbs. Charges apply.

Trash Palace, Porirua; 
Interwaste, Seaview; 
Sustainability Trust, Wgtn. 

manarecovery.org; 
nz interwaste.co.nz; 
sustaintrust.org.nz

Online Resources:

Porirua City Council 

http://tiny.cc/c3l2dx

Wellington City Council 

http://tiny.cc/i1l2dx

Hutt City Council

http://tiny.cc/q4l2dx  

Upper Hutt City Council

http://tiny.cc/x5l2dx

Some Things to Keep in Mind 

The principle of ‘refuse, reduce, reuse, and recycle’ can also be applied 
to hazardous waste. Are you sure you need those chemicals in the first 
place? There are lots of greener alternatives:

•	 Choose green cleaning products. They can easily be bought, or 
made.   Book a Green Cleaning workshop with Sustainability Trust to 
learn how. 

•	 Garden organically. Join a Community Garden or club to learn how.  

•	 Buy environmentally friendly or recycled paints. 

•	 If you find yourself with unwanted hazardous waste, consult your 
local landfill staff.

•	 Ask our Sustainability Advisors for more advice on avoiding or 
disposing of hazardous waste.  

DIY cleaning products: cheap, easy and safe


