
I N F O R M A T I O N  S H E E T

Old phones collected for recycling 

New Zealand’s fastest growing wastestream

Electronics manufacturing is the world’s fastest growing industry 
- and e-Waste is the fastest growing waste stream in New Zealand - 
and globally. In New Zealand, we generate around 80,000 tonnes of 
e-Waste every year. Around the world the volume of  electronic waste is 
predicted to increase by 100% in only 10 years.   

Recycling e-Waste correctly is very important. Many of the materials 
contained within electronic products have the potential to be harmful 
to people and the environment, while yet other materials used are 
extremely rare. 
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Electronic Waste

We love our smartphones! We also like laptops, tablets, 
flatscreens, and toys that beep. Unfortunately, many of 
the electronic devices we use are often not sustainably 
manufactured or disposed of. Consumers do have 
options to keep their gadgets green.

Getting greener 

A few brands are making 
commendable steps towards 
sustainable electronics but, so 
far, only from specific models. 
We can make a stand for the 
environment, and people 
working in the manufacturing 
and disposal sectors, by 
buying greener products 
when we upgrade at home 
and at work. 

Read Greenpeace’s guide to 
greener electronics here: 

https://goo.gl/Ji6wfX 

https://goo.gl/Ji6wfX
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How is New Zealand’s e-Waste recycled?

Accredited New Zealand recyclers separate e-waste into its component 
parts. Some glass and metals are processed here, but most materials are 
exported under a government permit to sophisticated recycling plants 
in Singapore, Japan and Australia. International demand for recovered 
materials affects how easily they can be recycled. Currently, there is no 
demand for bromide-treated plastics so, despite their toxicity, they are 
being landfilled. For current information on what can be recycled, contact 
our sustainability advisors.   

Look for greener electronics 

When you’re making your next purchase, look at the whole lifecycle of your 
device and ask the following questions:

• Were the materials used to construct it obtained ethically? 

• Were the factory workers who put it together treated fairly? 

• Has it been designed to be repairable or recyclable? 

• Do you actually need it?

Support manufacturers who are doing the right thing, and encourage a 
more sustainable electronics industry. 

TIP

Speed up your computer 

with more memory and a 

newer hard drive, rather than 

replacing the whole thing.

Online Resources

The animated story of 
consumer electronics

http://storyofstuff.org/
movies/story-of-electronics/

Info on New Zealand’s 
e-Waste recycling

www.e-cycle.co.nz/
recycling/how-we-recycle/

Places to recycle and repair your electronics

Sustainablity Trust Drop off point for 
e-Waste recycling

www.sustaintrust.org.nz/
ecycle

RCN e-Waste recycler www.e-cycle.co.nz

PB Electronics Parts and repairs www.pbtech.co.nz

DonateNZ Donate used 
equipment www.donatenz.co.nz

Freecycle Give & receive things 
for free, online. www.nz.freecycle.org

An e-Waste dump in a developing country

RCN Recyclers in Seaview, Wellington

http://storyofstuff.org/movies/story-of-electronics/ 
http://storyofstuff.org/movies/story-of-electronics/ 
http://www.e-cycle.co.nz/recycling/how-we-recycle/
http://www.e-cycle.co.nz/recycling/how-we-recycle/
http://www.sustaintrust.org.nz/e-cycle
http://www.sustaintrust.org.nz/e-cycle
http://www.e-cycle.co.nz
http://www.pbtech.co.nz
http://www.donatenz.co.nz
http://www.nz.freecycle.org

