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To My Friend Linda Byrd and the Semmes Middle School Band

About the Composition
The inspiration for this piece came after a really “hard” day on the job! I came home, 
exhausted from the day’s events and sat down. I remember thinking “Hey! I bet a little 
Metallica might cheer me up”, and then I started writing a piece to help reinforce the 
stuff my beginning band was working on. My percussionists liked to play this driving 
rhythm before class and to me it sounded like a rock tune.

Hard Rock Fanfare is my soundtrack for the day. The opening ostinato in the 
woodwinds, which comes back frequently, gives the song its “Rock” drive while 
reinforcing simple eighth-note patterns. Percussionists will find the repetitiveness of 
the driving rhythm fun, and it will provide an opportunity for consistency in sticking 
patterns. The brass section gets the big descending harmony that sounds cool, 
but is still reinforcing those all-important long tones that we need for good tone 
development.

Directors will find many concepts from their beginning method book in this piece. 
Hopefully, your days are full of fun and learning. But if not, there is always a little Hard 
Rock Fanfare for your day!

About the Composer
Tyler Arcari is currently a middle school band director in Mobile, Alabama. He 
graduated from Troy University in 2014 with his Masters in Music Education where 
he studied euphonium with Dr. Mark J. Walker, and composition and theory with 
composer Ralph Ford. Tyler is currently in his first year of teaching in the public school 
system. He also serves as adjunct professor at Troy University, where he teaches 
Orchestration and Arranging. Mr. Arcari’s music has been performed by district 
bands across the Southeastern United States, Alabama All-State Festival as well as 
Hawaii. Currently known at school as Mr. R-Kelly (no relation), Tyler enjoys arranging 
popular music for his own band to perform at pep rallies and has also received 
various commissions from bands and vocal ensembles over the past few years. Tyler 
looks forward to a long career learning about and teaching music.
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